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SPORTS

Volleyball makes
MWC tournament

BY NAINA CHHIBER

The Grinnell Volleyball team got a an extra special treat
this Halloween. On Saturday, the Pioneers learned that they
made the Midwest Conference Tournament. Following their
defeat of Knox College in their home finale on Oct. 28, the
Pioneers had to wait to find out winner of Lake Forest Col-
lege vs. Lawrence University and Ripon College vs. Carroll
College. Lawrence or Carroll had to win in order for the
Pioneers to move on.

News of a Lake Forest victory hit the team first on Sat-
urday and the tournament hopes for the Pioneers seemed
false, as Ripon had already clinched a tournament position.
But they continued to wait for the news, and eventually, the
Pioneers patience was rewarded.

“An hour later, we were all sitting around the table in
Portillos when we got the phone call that Ripon had lost and
we were going to the tournament,” Mo Gallo-Chasanoff’10
said. “Everyone screamed, chairs went flying, people were
laughing and crying. It was one of the best moments of my
life.”

Due to the nature of the Ripon loss, Grinnell was cata-
pulted from on the bubble of a tournament berth to the third
seed in the tournament. St. Norbert clinched first place
with a conference record of 8-0. Beloit and Ripon round out
the tournament as the second and fourth seeds respectively.

In the first round, Grinnell will face Beloit, who they lost
to 1-3 at Beloit on Oct. 14. The Pioneers will lean on their
stars and starters to make it through the tournament.

“Claire Reeder [’11], Olivia Wilks [’12], Carlie Beach
['10], Bonnie Kircher ['12], Liz Davis ['11], Michelle Briggs
[13] and Erin Labasan ['11] will take us to that [Beloit]
match and hopefully on to win conference,” Caitlin Helter-
line 10 said in an e-mail.

--Additional Reporting by Michael Schoelz

Tennis streak ends
versus St. Norbert

BY MICHAEL SCHOELZ

After five years of winning the Midwest Conference
Championship, the Grinnell Women’s Tennis Team lost 4-5
in the first round of the Conference tournament to St. Nor-
bert College on Oct. 16 in Rockford, Ill. The Pioneers finished
third and St. Norbert went on to beat Beloit College to claim
the tournament title.

“There were tears shed and there was disappointment,”
Head Coach Andy Hamilton said. “But we had a very fine sea-
son, we went 15-3 and all is not lost. We did turn around in
the individual flight at singles and doubles competition and we
played extremely well.”

With the wounds of the St. Norbert loss only an hour old,
the women had to play in the third round match against Lake
Forest College. They defeated the Forresters 5-2.

“For Lake Forest, we were all down from the previous loss
but beaten Lake Forest during the season and we knew that if
we went out with clearer heads that we could definitely take
home third and win again.” Kelsey Picken 10 said.

Despite losing the team title, Grinnell had two singles
champions and two doubles championships. Constanza Alar-
con’13 and Tatyana Sukharnikova’12 won in the No. 3 and No.
4 position respectively on Oct. 18. Sukharnikova’s victory was
her second singles championship. Last year she won in the No.
5 division. The doubles team of Alarcon and Catharine Fitch
’13 took first at No. 2 doubles and Kelsey Picken 10 and Jill
Akiyama 10 won at No. 3.

“I was going to get gold ‘cause last year we got silver and
there is nothing more perfect than going and getting gold as a
senior,” Picken said. “Constanza played really well and it was
obviously a great win but Tatyana’s match was the most ridicu-
lous thing I've seen. It was probably the best match f the whole
weekend.”

Hamilton was impressed with the maturity his team dis-
played after the loss and in the Lake Forest match.

“If our women are able to carry themselves in other parts
of their lives under difficult circumstances like they did in
the Conference tournament, they’re going to do very well for
themselves,” Hamilton said.

The Pioneers will continue their 2009-10 campaign this
spring when they play in tournaments over Spring Break.

“Our two seniors will be focused on finishing off great ca-
reers,” Hamilton said. “And we have a nice opportunity to rack
a very good record again. I'm sure that each one of our players
can say, ‘Hey, I need to work on this, this and this,’and that will
be their focus [this spring].”
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Matt Séelly 12 grabs a rebound during practice on Wednesday, Nov. 4.

New season,

RoBERT LOGAN

new faces

Both Men’s and Women'’s Basketball fill their roster with several first years

BY DARWIN MANNING

Grinnell Women’s Basketball is looking to build off a 4-19 sea-
son last year with a revamped team that includes seven first years.

“So far we have been working towards [improving this year]
with our preseason preparation being a lot stronger this year
than it was last year,” Coach Gluckman said.

Although the team has only lost shooting guard Jody Wat-
kins’09 to graduation, the team almost doubled in size with the
addition of the first years. Since the team is so young, the first
years are a vital component to the team and have already been
included as such.

“Our team atmosphere is very welcoming and our first years
have already found a home within our program,” Gluckman said.

Though they will also face the challenge of being forced to
rely heavily on first years.

scoring and three-point shooting,” Head Coach David Arse-
neault said. “The key to this will be developing team chemis-
try and amping up our defensive effort so we can better create
scoring opportunities.”

That said, team co-captain Ross Preston 10 can’t wait until
the season gets underway.

“I'm most excited to continue playing in the ‘system’ and
exciting the crowds, home or away,” Preston said.

The “system” began under Arsenault and relies on three-
point shooting and turnovers to rack up a high number of points.
The key is trading two points for three. In addition, substitutes
are handled hockey style with multiple players coming on and
off in order to keep the players on the floor as fresh as possible.

The team has lost several key contributors to their success
over the past four years.

“This year our team is relying pretty
strongly on the first years since they are
about half of the team,” Forward Jessica
Shotts "10 said. “We are going to need a
lot of them to play some minutes.”

The freshman class includes four
guards, two centers and a forward, giving

“The first years are playing like first
years...But they are a talented group
who will eventually figure things out.”

Men’s Head Coach David Arsenault

“We lost three players, David Ar-
seneault ['09], John Grotberg ['09] and
Bobby Long ['09], who combined to score
7000 career points. We also lost two valu-
able role players—Ahmed Idrissa ['09]
and R.J. Roewe ['09],” Arseneault said.

In lieu of these graduated players,

the team far more balance than in previ-
ous years.

“We will have an inside and outside presence this year, and
so one of our strengths will be our versatility,” Gluckman said.

The Women's Basketball team has also adopted a new style
of offense.

The new style “requires athletes to be very smart on the
court, and should be something that will fit in well with the
student athletes on our team, but [it is a] slight switch in men-
tality,” Gluckman said.

Despite the excitement over the new offense, Coach Gluck-
man still believes that defense will be the key to the team's success.

“Our biggest challenge by far will be in sustaining a relent-
less and aggressive defense,” Gluckman said.

The Grinnell Women's Basketball team will begin the sea-
son on the road against Cornell College on Nov. 15, followed
soon after by their first home matches against Buena Vista
University on Nov. 20 and then against Martin Luther College
on Nov. 21.

Men’s Basketball at Grinnell over the last few years has
played to outstanding success including advancing to confer-
ence finals last year. This year however, the team will be debut-
ing several new players in order to continue their tradition of
producing one of the most potent offenses in NCAA basketball.

“Wed like to win our conference and lead the country in

Grinnell’s basketball team has added eight
first years including forward Griffin Lentsch "13, their top
prospect, and must now develop these new players.

“The first years have been playing like first years. Lots of
ups and downs. But they are a talented group who will eventu-
ally figure things out,” Arsencault said.

Captain Preston also emphasized his faith in the new players.

“Our new freshmen are an integral part to our success this
year and I think the campus will be getting to know them
soon,” Preston said.

Arsenault plans on stressing the Pioneers’ advantage in
games—their athleticism and their overall size. However, per-
haps even more importantly they will need to overcome their
greatest flaw.

“Our weakness is our propensity for turning the ball over,”
Arseneault said.

The men’s team will need to develop their first years and
solve their turnover problem quickly in order to stay competi-
tive both in and out of conference play.

“The non-conference schedule is the toughest we have ever
had. Past championship teams would have struggled with this
schedule,” Arseneault said.

Finally, the wait for the “system” will soon be over, as the team
opens at home versus Waldorf College, a team who defeated
Grinnell on the road last year 117-106, at 3 p.m on Sunday, Nov. 15.
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Swimmers, Divers prepare to defend their dynasty

A stronger schedule and mandatory weight training to bolster swim team’s talent and experience on their Conference campaign

BY MAX CALENBERG

For the past eight years, the Grinnell
Men’s Swimming team has won the Midwest
Conference (MWC) Championship. Even
better, the Women’s team has won for the last
11 seasons—so Head Coach Erin Hurley’s
goal for this season is simply, “stay there,” she
said.

The squad will have its first test the week-
end of Nov. 13, when they jump in the pool
against the University of Nebraska’s Club
team at 5 p.m. at home on Friday, Nov. 13.
The next day they will travel to Augustana
College in Illinois to race against the Vikings
at 1 p.m.

Hurley designed the first half of the sea-
son to have harder workouts and challenging
non-conference opponents in order to ready
her team for when the Midwest Conference
Championship rolls around in February.

“We need to focus on what we need to do,
which is get in really good shape, and then
work on the fine tuning of [each athlete’s]
event,” Hurley said. “Our schedule is set up so
we will get pounded a few times, but we also

Women’s Cross

Country!

Men’s XC wins their 26th
league title, Women’s XC
wins their 16th league title
in the MWC Championship
which took place this past
Saturday in Rock Cut State
Park in Loves Park, lll.

Top Runners:

Men’s XC:

1. Dan Krauss 12

2. Noah DelLong '11
3. Alex Reich '11

5. David Montgomery
10

11. Mike Gallagher '10

Women’s XC:

6. Leah Russell '11

7. Hannah Coulter 12
8. Maja Gamble '11

20. Rachel Whitfield '10
21. Sasha Dunbar '13

Congratulations to both teams
and Head Coaches Will and
Evelyn Freeman and Assistant

Coach Drake Ballew '09

MWC Champion
Men’s and

will pretty competitive in other meets, but it’s
a long road, a lot can happen between now
and February.”

The difficult scheduling is an attempt
by Hurley to ensure her team has the right
mindset once the MWC Championship
comes around.

“As a coach, I want to make sure we are
humbled a few times during the season,”
Hurley said. “It doesn’t allow us to take things
for granted—it shows us we still have things
to work on and its motivation to keep work-
ing hard.”

In addition to the schedule changes,
Hurley has made the once voluntary weight-
training program mandatory for her squad.
Team Captain Amy Hadow '10 knows this
could greatly help the team come later in the
season.

“I think [weight training] is absolutely
necessary. Swimming is an entire body com-
mitment. For your body to be strong enough
you have to be doing abs and weight lifting,”
Bober said. “The people that do really well
are the ones who are committed to overall

strength for their entire body, not just in the
water.”The men’s team seems to set up to take
a ninth consecutive MWC with some major
returning swimmers as well as an influx of
new talent. Senior Tan Warlick '10 is very im-
pressed with this year’s teammates.

“The team looks really strong, we have a
lot returning guys who are very fast,” Warlick
said. “We've got Tom Lankiewicz ['12], he’s
a school record holder in the 400 IM, Cyrus
Mystry ['11] is back, he’s a national qualifier
in the 100 and 200 breastroke, Nick Smith
['10] is back, and he qualified for nationals in
diving last year.”

Denison University transfer Ethan Dru-
tchas '12, a talented sprinter, adds to the
strength of this year’s team. Coach Hurley
sees the possible intrasquad competition
between Drutchas and her other talented
sprinter, Max Fulgoni 12, as beneficial for
both parties.

“[Fulgoni] is the defending Conference
champion in the 50 [freestyle], and I know
Ethan is just going to make [Fulgoni] bet-
ter and [Fulgoni] is just going to make Ethan

better,” Hurley said.

With all this talent, Warlick says that the
men’s team goals have risen to continue to
challenge the team.

“We've got other goals beyond just win-
ning the conference championship,” Warlick
said. “We want to break some relay records.
We want to beat Luther [College]—we
haven't done that in a few years and they've
kind of become our big rival. We don’t want
to lose any of our home meets.”

After losing some accomplished swim-
mers to graduation such as MWC record
holder and last year’s 50 and 100 freestyle
champion Valerie Stimac, the women’s team
has a more difficult lane to the Conference
Championship. Coach Hurley is looking to
her team’s depth to score points as well as for
some members to step up and have break out
seasons.

“When you lose talent, it definitely opens
a door and forces people to step up,” Hurley
said. “But we don’t have to win a single event
and we could still win conference.”

—Additional Reporting by Eliza-FEve Leas

W rEaea] Undefeated lowa won’t
make it to BCS champs

If AC/DC has taught us anything as a society, it’s that it
certainly is a long way to the top if you wanna rock ‘n’ roll.
It’s an aphorism that is proving very true of college football, as
several teams without a loss vie for a chance to play in the BCS
National Championship. There are now six teams that have
a pretty good chance to finish undefeated—the SEC cham-
pion, which is either Alabama or Florida, Texas, Iowa, Cin-
cinnati, TCU and Boise State.

ever, present a quandary. How can we be sure that a deserving
team makes it to the national championship? By asking rhe-
torical questions, which are really annoying in a written format?

The way we can determine who’s a contender and who's a
pretender is scheduling. Boise State ranks 84th in strength of
schedule right now—the Broncos are good, but in no way do
they deserve to supplant Texas (31st), Florida (5th), or Ala-
bama (34th). The TCU Horned

But thanks to college football’s
current bowl system, only two
will get to play for the national
championship.

Obviously this is stupid, an
opinion that is so widely agreed

i ‘ KRAMER MCLUCKIE 12
Kramer’s Rules

Frogs have a slightly more legiti-
mate case with the 39th tough-
est schedule, but that’s still not
nearly high enough to leapfrog a
school from a major conference
that has played opponents of ap-

upon that President Barack | Y A
Obama even cited the need for a college football playoff. In
fact, most years feature a team that could legitimately argue
they deserved to play for the national championship instead of
who actually did. Friggin' Greek tragedy, right? I mean, we're
talking Haemon lying next to Antigone in a pile of blood, here!
Don’t we need to grab our pitchforks and torches and go rescue
storm the BCS castle? Nah. This year will
not be a catalyst for a playoff revolution because at season’s end
only two teams will have truly earned the right to compete for
the national championship of college football.

This year will be like many others in that Cadillac programs
like Florida, Alabama and Texas will have the easiest path to
the championship. Some might say this is because every season
they at least contend for the championship according to the
best objective measures, record and strength of schedule, and
thus ascend the polls with greater ease than other programs.
To these cynics, perennial powers like the aforementioned
teams—USC, Ohio State, Virginia Tech or (inexplicably)
Notre Dame—can always work their way into the upper ech-
elon of the Top 25 with a body of work that’s more Dennis
Franz than Kim Delaney, while a team with less football his-
tory—like Oregon or Cincinnati—must work much harder.
The fact that USC, before being completely pulled apart by
Oregon last weekend, managed to get back into the Top 5 after
losing to good-but-not-great Washington gives some credence
to this argument.

Obviously, teams that are usually superb will get the benefit
of a doubt over teams that are usually mediocre. I hear the in-
dignant masses when they complain that after getting the pole
position (pun intended) at the start of the season, these old
guard teams will be in the championship game if they win out,
even if another team that did not begin as highly touted also
has a perfect record and as much or more objective credibility.
“Isn't this a travesty?” they cry from Salt Lake City, from Fort
Worth, and from Boise. “Good teams with undefeated records
sometimes don’t make it! How does this happen? Why?!” they
incessantly screech on sports message boards (they just yell at
their computers and I hear them. It’s the lamest superpower
ever, but you take what you can get). Their grievance does, how-

proximately the same toughness.
I therefore see no great injustice in the possible exclusion of an
undefeated Boise State or TCU from this year’s championship
because neither played enough BCS-conference foes to merit
placement with teams whose entire schedule, save for a few
early cupcakes, is major conference opponents.

However, that logic gets thrown out the window when we
consider the cases of Iowa and Cincinnati, two BCS-confer-
ence teams that could very well finish undefeated and out of
the title game. But do these teams have a more legitimate gripe
than TCU or Boise? Not really, if you look at their schedules.
Towa’s strength of schedule is ranked 12th overall, Cincinnati’s
46th. This is especially damning for the Bearcats because in ad-
dition to their weak schedule, the Big East has the reputation
of being a terrible football conference. To most voters, it doesn’t
deserve an automatic bowl bid any more than the Mountain
West Conference, so I'm going to ignore Cincy’s championship
hopes.

PThat leaves Iowa as the only possible unbeaten that might
deserve to play for the championship but be left out. While
this would be unjust, nobody can honestly say that the Hawk-
eyes have looked better than Florida, Alabama or Texas, even
though their strength of schedule, 12th, is exemplary and better
than the Longhorns’ and Crimson Tide’s. The Hawkeyes sim-
ply do not have a championship-caliber quarterback. Jeremiah
Masoli’s Oregon could be even more deserving, but losing the
first game of the college season on The Blue at Boise will keep
them out of title contention. The Ducks should still be very
proud of handing Pete Carroll his worst loss as coach of USC
and dominating the Trojans on both sides of the ball in Eugene.
If anything, fault the Ducks for having too tough a schedule,
which gave them their only loss and will relegate them to fac-
ing Towa, where they’ll continue to assert their status as a new
power program. The Ducks should take their lesson in schedul-
ing from Florida. The Gators play three cupcakes and then a
lot of good but unexceptional BCS schools through their SEC
schedule. With proper scheduling, the road to the BCS doesn’t
have to be a highway to hell, but rather a dirty deed, done dirt
cheap. Or something.



OVERHEARD
ON GARY
KAHN’S BLOG

After this, we decide to head to
Chrome-—one of the big' posh
nightclubs in Cape Town. I tell
you what, that place was a blast!!
Cheap drinks (5 rand shots—that s
about 80 cents USD), beautiful
women, strobe lights, and house
music—the Gary Kahn special.
After a hard night of partying,
a sausage & onions from one of
those food stands outside the club
was enough to satiate my alcohol-
induced hunger and make my way

back to Durbanville.”
— Gary Kahn "09
whereintheworldisgary.blogspot.com

ARBITRARY

ANALY3IS

GRINNELL, MINTURN, & CO: This company was
one of the leading shipping companies in the 19th
century and was founded by someone named Pre-
served Fish. Awe-some!

GRINNELL, KS: We like this town because it is our
namesake and it has a cute slogan... but otherwise,
with a population of 329, it sounds pretty wack.

GRINNELL LAND: This sounds as though it should
be a magical place of all things Grinnell...turns
out, it’s just some place in Canada.

Students speak
about what’s on
their minds in 142
words or fewer,
and you’re invited!
If you have a rant,
e-mail it to
[blochweh]. Com-
plaining in a public
forum is always
more fun than do-
ing it alone.

GC Guest? Student? Wireless?

Iknow that we get a lot for the money we pay

: 72 %
12 gﬂbuwﬂ
%&07
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Things go bet-
ter with Coca-
Cola, including the
Hungarian  gypsy
dancing group
Rajko. The danc-
ing area of Darby
Gymnasium  has
been swabbed with
a mild solution of
Coke and water
to give the floor a
tacky surface for
their complicated
spins and turns.

So sick he can’t even rant

I would write a rant about how sick the din-

L . |
FancyJEthanfand|
[y Bgm @o

head:tohead

This week, Michael Schoelz
polled 100 people outside of
the dining hall, asking:
Fancy Fthan

or
Fancy Eagan?
as Ethan Drutchas ‘12 and
Marcus Eagan '12 stood,
in their fancy clothes, a
few feet away.
.|
The exit polls suggest
that  Fancy  Ethan,
particularly  popular
amongst the ladies,
got off fo a threaten-
ing start, but that
Fancy Eagan benefit-
ted rrom a post-6:30
dining hall  exodus
sur?e in votes, causing
a close race and put-
ting the final score at:

52%
Fancy Ethan

48%

Fancy Eagan

e —

A rant about last week’s rant

Whining about the noise level in the library

wwwithesandbYcom!

for our education, and that a lot of problems are
solved and ideas implemeneted with our tuition
money... But seriously, being one of the top lib-
eral arts schools in the nation, can’t we freaking
afford a better Internet service? I'm sick and tired
of campus computers doing stupid things like
telling me they don't have a wireless signal, or
taking a whole minute to send an e-mail. Those
minutes add up! And so does the frustration!

—DBen Schemper ’11

ing hall makes me, but I am too sick from the
dining hall to really get into it. It’s still too real.

—Cole Unger’13

S&BYonithelWeb)

is as effective as watching paint dry on the walls.
In the rare event people choose to have these so-
called “full-volume conversations” is their busi-
ness. Don't get me wrong though, respecting
others by keeping the noise level down is impor-
tant, especially in Grinnell. However, that does
not give any student “librarian” the right to ha-
rass those who are just catching up with friends
for a brief moment. That just reminds me of old,
bitter librarians saying, “Sshh” when even a pin
drops. Libraries are just as much a social place
as an academic place, and the last time I checked
we were college students and can do whatever
the HELL we want, with some responsibility for
others. Moreover, carrying convos in the librar-
ies is not an obsession, it just happens!! Clear
enough?

—DMichelle O. Okafor 11

wwwithesandbYcom!






