No Limits protest sparks conversation

On the morning pfFriday, Apr. 24, around 30 students stzzged a :z'/em‘prote:t outside afa Trustee meeting at the Old Glove Factory.
The protest, which was organized by the No Limits Project (NLP), brought the Trustees’ attention to a variety of issues raised in the past
two months by the NLP through posters and discussion. According to NLP member Kaitlin Alsofrom 09, after several meetings the group
decided to hold the protest “silently” out of a desire to encourage dialogue between the students and Trustees. After the Trustees’ meeting
Friday, several Trustees stopped to talk with students, a trend also seen at the open forum the night before. “It was important for us to get
our message fo them, but not in a way that was disres])ettfu/ or dixruptive to them,” Alsofrom said. “It seemed like a good way to convey
the fact that ... activism is really important to us and we’re willing to go protest outside their meetings, but not in a way that makes them
unable to have a meeting.”
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On March 26, an lowa Court of Ap-
peals ruled that the Poweshiek County
Board of Supervisors acted legally in re-
zoning land for a proposed ethanol plant,
paving the way for construction of the
plant just south of Grinnell.

The plant comes from a decision in
2006 when the Poweshiek County Board
of Supervisors rezoned 185 acres south of
Grinnell from agricultural to industrial.
This change would allow Big River Re-
sources to build an ethanol plant.

After
the BOare iy feel there has been spot
to rezone zoning and they only zoned it
ove, o industralso that the ethanol
enter into plant could go in”

an agree-
ment with LorettaVanWyk
Big River Plaintiff
for con-
struction

of the plant, residents nearby the proposed
development site requested that the Board
rezone their homes from agricultural to
residential. The Board dismissed the claim,
even though according to County zon-
ing laws, “No building structure or parcel
of land shall be used for manufacturing,
fabricating, repairing, storing, cleaning,
servicing of materials, products or goods,
within 1000 feet of any lot line adjoining a
residential district.” The plaintiffs’ homes
are within 1000 feet of the proposed plant
site.

The plaintiffs in the case, two couples
who owned property near the proposed
site of the plant, alleged that meetings re-
lated to the zoning decision were not ap-
propriately advertised in accordance with
the state’s open meetings laws and that re-
quests to rezone their own property were

Questions raised regarding the designation of James Hall as a substance-free dorm after rooms left empty
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