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Controversy 
surrounds new 
ethanol plant
Zoning issues go to court

Ethanol, see p. 2

Room draw issues revolve around James
BY SARAH BLACK

The recent room-draw upheaval caused by the addition 
of James as a substance-free dorm for the next year has raised 
questions about he feasibility of a sub-free dorm on south cam-
pus. 

Assistant Director of Residence Life Kim Hinds-Brush 
said that the demand for sub-free dorms has increased steadily 
over the years. “The upperclass demand has increased,” Hinds-
Brush said. “We’ve always had first-year demand.”

Despite increasing demands for sub-free housing, James 
failed to attract the large upperclassman population Student 
Affairs hoped for, despite James’ large rooms and loggia access. 

“We thought on the second floor the really big doubles with 
loggia access would attract upper-classmen,” said Hinds-Brush. 
“But they didn’t. I was surprised that the triple on the first floor 
with its own bathroom went to second-years.”

Technical Assistant for Residence Life and Housing Lau-
ra Gogg said she was not disappointed by the results of the 
draw. “With it being the first year, a new year with that hall, we 
weren’t expecting it to go as the most popular hall. But it defi-

nitely did fill with more upperclassmen and returning students 
than we had anticipated.”

Beyond James, Gogg was surprised by the three triples left 
vacant in Smith, which led to an accelerated rush for singles.  
“Smith usually goes very early in the draw, especially the tri-
ples,” said Gogg. “Students that had really good room draw 
numbers in sub-free went for singles instead of drawing those 
triples. . .We had all those triples but no one was set up for a 
triple.” 

In the future Gogg hopes to integrate sub-free triples into 
the special housing selection held weeks before regular room 
draw, in order to fill up room space.

Gogg has received four requests for the six vacant doubles 
from students who did not previously register as sub-free, and 
is trying to accommodate them in order to prevent an all first-
year dorm.

“I haven’t made any definite room changes or any commit-
ments to those students,” Gogg said. “It’s definitely something 
that we’re entertaining to let more of a representation of upper-
class students be on south campus and not have it be just a 

first-year residence hall.”
Kunal Bansal ’12 applied for one of the six doubles in James, 

and said that the dorm’s surroundings may impact its residents 
adherence to the sub-free agreement. 

“I think it’ll stay relatively sub-free,” Bansal said. “But I don’t 
think that it will be as sub-free as Kershaw or Smith because 
it’s on south campus. There’s a bunch of people living in James 
just because they couldn’t get anywhere else on south campus.”

However, some students like Seido Wells ’12 wanted to 
avoid the perceived south campus party atmosphere but drew 
into James after discovering that Kershaw was no longer avail-
able when her draw number was called. 

“I wanted to avoid south campus totally,” Wells said. “That’s 
even how I felt once south campus was the only thing left.” 

Wells believes that even though James is sub-free, the other 
south campus dorms will affect the dorm’s sub-free status. 

“My roommates and I even thought about going to regular 
room draw once James was the only left,” Wells said. “Even to 
think that James is going to be sub-free, Cleveland is still next 
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No Limits protest sparks conversation
On the morning of Friday, Apr. 24, around 30 students staged a silent protest outside of a Trustee meeting at the Old Glove Factory. 

The protest, which was organized by the No Limits Project (NLP), brought the Trustees’ attention to a variety of issues raised in the past 
two months by the NLP through posters and discussion. According to NLP member Kaitlin Alsofrom ’09, after several meetings the group 
decided to hold the protest “silently” out of a desire to encourage dialogue between the students and Trustees. After the Trustees’ meeting 
Friday, several Trustees stopped to talk with students, a trend also seen at the open forum the night before. “It was important for us to get 
our message to them, but not in a way that was disrespectful or disruptive to them,” Alsofrom said. “It seemed like a good way to convey 
the fact that … activism is really important to us and we’re willing to go protest outside their meetings, but not in a way that makes them 
unable to have a meeting.”
                        AARON BARKER

Questions raised regarding the designation of James Hall as a substance-free dorm after rooms left empty

BY DAV ID LOGA N
On March 26, an Iowa Court of Ap-

peals ruled that the Poweshiek County 
Board of Supervisors acted legally in re-
zoning land for a proposed ethanol plant, 
paving the way for construction of the 
plant just south of Grinnell.

The plant comes from a decision in 
2006 when the Poweshiek County Board 
of Supervisors rezoned 185 acres south of 
Grinnell from agricultural to industrial.   
This change would allow Big River Re-
sources to build an ethanol plant. 

A f t e r 
the Board 
d e c i d e d 
to rezone 
the prop-
erty and 
enter into 
an agree-
ment with 
Big River 
for con-
s t r u c t i o n 
of the plant, residents nearby the proposed 
development site requested that the Board 
rezone their homes from agricultural to 
residential. The Board dismissed the claim, 
even though according to County zon-
ing laws, “No building structure or parcel 
of land shall be used for manufacturing, 
fabricating, repairing, storing, cleaning, 
servicing of materials, products or goods, 
within 1000 feet of any lot line adjoining a 
residential district.” The plaintiffs’ homes 
are within 1000 feet of the proposed plant 
site.

The plaintiffs in the case, two couples 
who owned property near the proposed 
site of the plant, alleged that meetings re-
lated to the zoning decision were not ap-
propriately advertised in accordance with 
the state’s open meetings laws and that re-
quests to rezone their own property were 

“We feel there has been spot 
zoning and they only zoned it 
industrial so that the ethanol 
plant could go in”                         
                             Loretta Van Wyk
                                               Plaintiff

Room Draw, see p. 2




