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(Top Left): Joey Snyder 09 hurls the javelin on his way to capturing third place with a throw of 179 feet, 6 inches. (Top Right): Becky
Bessinger ‘09 pulls ahead of Brendelyn White 10 of Wartburg College in the 3000 meter steeplechase to win first place. (Center): Curran

Johnson 09 leaps over the bar during the high jump, which was moved into the PEC because of the weather.
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Track and field comes out for the Dick

BY JAI GARG

This past weekend, hundreds of students from dozens of
schools flocked to Grinnell College to compete in the annual
Dick Young Classic. This track and field meet, like most years
past, was the only home meet for the Pioneers, and they made
sure to take advantage of it.

“I thought that everyone did great as a whole,” said Ethan
Heppner "11. “There were some personal records that were
smashed.”

Opverall, the women finished hard with 58 points, placing
them fourth out of 14 teams. As a team the men finished with
56 points and garnered fifth place out of the 16-team field.
The women produced two event champions, Becky Bessinger
’09 and Curran Johnson ’09. Bessinger won the 3000-meter
steeplechase with a time of 11 minutes, 56.55 seconds.

“The race went pretty well,” Bessinger said. “It went better
than I expected it would, that was pretty sweet.”

Also placing first for the women’s team was Johnson in the
high jump with a leap of 5 feet, 1 3/4 inches. In the pole vault
Anna Gilbert ’09 finished second with a height of 9-6 1/4.
Johnson was pleased with her success at the meet despite her
inexperience.

“I didn't compete before this season,” Johnson said. “It was
my second best height.”

On the men’s side, three Pioneers placed third in their re-
spective events—]Joey Snyder 10 in the javelin with a toss of
179 feet—6 inches, Mike Hargadine ‘09 with a jump of 13-11
Y4 in the pole vault and Heppner’s 10k with a time of 32:41.10.

“I'm glad that I got the experience of racing in a 10k before

going on to conference,” Heppner said. “I made a couple of mis-
takes in the first two miles going too slow but on the whole I
was pleased with my race.”

But Heppner wasn't the only one satisfied by the Dick.

“All across the board we had solid performances,” said run-
ner Chris Wilson '11. “We had guys do good in javelin, 200m,
steeple, 10k, and Nick Sparr ['09] had a great double in the
1500 and the 5k.”

But some of the best performances of the day by the Pio-
neers were not easily noticeable on paper. In the 800-meter run,
Leah Russell 11 shattered her personal record with a time of
2:22.28 to finish eighth.

“I ended up running four seconds faster than my previous
best time,” said Russell. “It was really good.”

In the 1500-meter run, Wilson ran a time 4:05.37, millisec-
onds behind Sparr who had a time of 4:05.01.

“It was a lot better than I ran all season outdoors,” Wilson
said. “If you convert the time into indoor length, it was the fast-
est time that I have ever run.”

With the Dick Young Classic over, the teams will compete
in two more meets before competing in the Midwest Confer-
ence Championships.

“If you look at the conference website right now, we have
a lot of guys in the top five of many events,” Wilson said. “We
are encouraged, we can improve on our fifth place performance
from [the MWC Indoor Track and Field Championships] be-
cause we pick up a couple [outdoor] events, and if you look
at the spread, there was only a few-point difference between
second and fifth place.”

The NFL Draft:
The ultimate
study tool/break

The end of the school year is coming and work is begin-
ning to pile high. Thankfully, this upcoming weekend is
sure to be my most productive of the year. I never get much
work done on Saturday and Sunday afternoons, and one
would think with relays happening, this weekend would be
no different, but even a beer garden cannot entice me away
from the work I get done during the NFL Draft.

The draft is phenomenal because nothing really hap-
pens for long stretches of time. I can—and will—just sit in
a lounge for hours on end doing my reading and writing up
outlines, work that would normally be put off until Sunday
or Monday night.

Despite these periods of inactivity, there are several ben-
efits to watching it. You really get to learn a lot about the
incoming class of rookies, more so if you don't really care all
that much about college football. Also, it’s always exciting to
see what new players will help lead your team to the Super
Bowl. Just a heads-up, the Vikings will be winning the Su-
per Bowl this year—it’s been decided.

However, some can get a little too freaked out about the
proceedings, often thinking their team has been screwed up

for the next decade because they drafted a safety eight spots
higher than he was initially projected. Although I am one
of the few that really do find the draft to be exciting, I know
from experience that even the worst draft moments can turn
out to be fantastic.

There are a few things that are almost always guaranteed
to happen when watching the draft. We'll see a montage
of all the failed Jets picks (how soon will they add Vernon
Gholston’s name?), former Colts GM Bill Tobin yelling at
Mel Kiper Jr. after the latter criticized his choice of Trev
Alberts in 1994, and the Minnesota Vikings in 2003 failing
to make the number seven overall pick in a timely fashion
which let both the Jacksonville Jaguars and Carolina Pan-
thers pick ahead of the mighty purple.

This, obviously, is the most embarrassing draft moment
in Vikings history, even more embarrassing than drafting
Derrick Alexander the pick before the Bucs took Warren
Sapp, but I would like to set the record straight.

Yes, the missed pick is absolutely inexcusable, but let’s see
what really happened that day. The Vikings had a deal with
the Ravens in place to swap the number seven pick for the
Ravens tenth over-
all selection and a
fourth- and sixth-
rounder.  Minne-
sota reported the
deal to the neces-
sary league official,
but the Ravens, for
some reason, did
not.

But, look at how
those picks turn out. The Jaguars were first to pounce, pick-
ing coveted Marshall quarterback Byron Leftwich. Now, I
always liked Leftwich and would have liked to see the Vi-
kings sign him to a small incentive-laden one-year deal this
offseason, but, regardless, there is no one who will argue he
and his 80 quarterback rating are worth the seventh pick.

The Panthers were next to step in front of the Vikings,
and they fared quite a bit better than Jacksonville. They
chose offensive tackle Jordan Gross out of Utah and he has
turned himself into a more than solid tackle on either the
right or left side. Then again, tackle wasn’t exactly a need for
the Vikings as the year before they got Bryant McKinnie.

Now, who did the Vikings select? Well, they selected a
Senior Day wonder from Oklahoma State who turned into
a four-time all-pro selection at defensive tackle, Kevin Wil-
liams. Williams is, without a doubt, one of the top five se-
lections from the entire draft and arguably the top defensive
tackle in the NFL. So, don’t worry if your team seems to
screw up royally on draft day. Even the best seem to have
little clue as to which prospects will turn out well, and of-
tentimes, it’s the “reaches” that turn out better than the con-
sensus picks.

“The draft is phenomenal because
nothing really happens for long
stretches of time. | can—and
will—just sit in a lounge for hours
on end doing my reading.”






