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Baseball team throws a one-hitter, still in race for MWC tourney

BY CARLOS Lu

This past weekend, the Grinnell baseball team faced con-
ference foe Knox College in a trio of games at the North Dia-
mond in Grinnell. The first game was a continuation of a
game that had been previously postponed, while the other two
were the scheduled doubleheader for the afternoon.

“In the first game, which was a continuation of a game
from the previous Saturday that had gone into extra innings,
we played well, but unfortunately Knox was able to get the big
hit and capitalize before we could,” said Marshall Chavez '10,
who pitches and plays first base for the team. “However, we
came back and stomped them in the next game 12-1."

In that game, the first of the doubleheader, Ryan Harris
"10 combined with
Chavez to pitch a
one-hitter. Harris
pitched four hit-
less innings with
six strikes and one
walk, while Chavez
pitched three in-
nings, allowing
only one hit, and
got the save.

The two pitchers were backed by a strong offensive per-
formance by the Pioneer lineup, which scored 12 runs in only
seven innings of play in a game that ended due to the mercy
rule. Grinnell scored three at the bottom of the first with RBIs
from Brett Maloney '10 and Paden Roder '10, then scored sev-
en more in the bottom of the seventh with RBIs from Malo-
ney, Roder, Greg Suryn ‘11, JP Prouty ‘10, Mark Wilcox ‘09,
and Brian Sollo ‘10. Grinnell then made it 12-0 with runs in
the fourth and fifth innings, and Knox finally scored a run in
the top of the seventh inning.

In the second game of the doubleheader, the Pioneers came
out strong with four runs through four innings, bolstered by a
two-run homer from Roder in the second inning. However,
Knox came away with the win, scoring two runs in the fifth,
one in the seventh, and two in the eighth.

Grinnell also played a non-conference game against Simp-
son College this past Tuesday and won 17-0. It was a slugfest
for the Pioneers, who had 22 hits, including six players with
multiple hits. Two of those players were Ronnie Gray '12, who
went 5-for-6, and Mike Bogard '12, who went a perfect 4-for-
4,

“This is the best team | have been
on in my three years in Grinnell
We have a potent offense with lots
of depth plus a large pitching staff
loaded with talent and experience.”

Marshall Chavez ‘10

The team is now 14-8 overall, though just 2-2 in confer-

Nate Fox 09 fires an ace on Wednesday. SoPHIE FAJARDO

Captain Chad Takabuki’10 is tagged by an infielder during a game against Central College on Tuesday.

ence play. Nonetheless, the players still look ahead to the fu-
ture. “Looking ahead | would say we have a great shot at mak-
ing the conference tournament and possibly competing for
first place in the south division,” Chavez said. “This is the best
team | have been on in my three years in Grinnell. We have
a potent offense with lots of depth plus a large pitching staff
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loaded with talent and experience.”

Ben Mendoza’09, the shortstop and one of the captains for
this year’s squad, further emphasized the team’s abilities. “We
know we have some work to do, but we have the right team
to get into that young tournament, which is all that matters.”

Tennis wins last home match

Class of 09 plays their last matches in Grinnell and sweep Central College 9-0.

BY MICHAEL SCHOELZ

On Wednesday, beautiful weather graced the tennis
courts as the men’s tennis team swept Central College 9-0
at the last home match for seniors Dan LaFountaine '09,
Nate Fox '09, and Tommy Johnson '09.

“It hasn't quite sunk in yet,” said captain Fox, who has
been playing for the last ten years. “It’s sort of nostalgic
and it’s exciting at the same time but |

“So we talked as a team about getting a little more focused
and we had a very very good practice on Monday. | want to
work through our bump in the road at Coe.”

On Wednesday, that focus and hard work was on dis-
play against Central.

“We played very well with the 9-0 victory,” Hamilton
said. “We need to pick up our energy level for the final part

of the season and charge on.”

know I'm going to miss this place.”

Fox and his fellow seniors will be
missed by the rest of the team for their
propensity to win as well as their lead-
ership.

“Nate and Dan have been huge for
this team,” said Sam Raife '10. “Not
only have they led on the court getting
wins in pretty much every match, but
they’re always the ones organizing off-
court.”

a class day”

“It’s hard as a Grinnell student
to be focused and play well on a
class day and quite frankly, this is
as well as we've played in years on

Coach Andy Hamilton ‘85

Early this season, Hamilton sched-
uled several ranked teams, such Wash-
ington University, in order to prepare
his team for that level of competition.
He sees that tough schedule paying off
now.

“The fact of the matter is we're now
14-8 and our eight losses have come to
very good teams,” Hamilton said. “It’s
hard as a Grinnell student to be fo-
cused and play well on a class day and

Since their first year, the senior
class has won a conference champion-
ship every year, a difficult feat that will be hard to replicate.

“We're losing the two big guns in the lineup,” said
Coach Andy Hamilton '85. “Maybe this is the first time
that it's beginning to set in that they won't be with us next
year.”

Although the Pioneers have suffered some losses, in-
cluding one to Coe College on April 11, the team (14-
8) remains confident heading into the final stretch of the
season.

“We really had a tough setback at Coe,” Hamilton said.

quite frankly, this is as well as we've
played in years on a class day.”

The team still has a few tough matches before confer-
ence. This weekend they play Knox and Monmouth for the
divisional title and the weekend after that the team trav-
els to Decorah, lowa to face Luther and Wisconsin Eau-
Claire. But as the season draws to a close, the excitement
is palpable.

“We've had a tough schedule thus far,” Raife said, “espe-
cially the last month or so and so everyone is playing really
well right now. We're looking good going into conference
play.”
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