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In preparation for the spring season, Jake Ehrenberg '10 practices bunting
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Baseball hits the field

BY CHLOE MORYL

The end of the basketball season means
one thing: the baseball team is forced to trade
in their beer-stein hats and rhyming chants for
tight pants and metal spikes.

Though this past Wednesday was one of
the first days the weather has permitted out-
door play, the baseball team has been practicing
daily since Feb 1 in the PEC, preparing for the
upcoming season.

“Practicing indoors on that PEC floor

cohesive. “The upperclassmen made everybody
feel involved,” Kemis said. “Were all really
comfortable with each other and really close, it’s
something that I definitely didn't have before in
high school.”

As a result of this cohesion, the Pioneers ex-
pect this season to be full of success. “Our first
goal is to win conference and I feel pretty good
about that,” Kemis said. “The upperclassmen
say it’s looking like a strong team, so everybody
has high expectations.”

The Pioneers will be

doesn’t compare to cut grass
in real games,” said pitcher
Gary Kahn ’09. “But we’re
out there, always working
hard.”

“We're all really comfortable
with each other and really close”

able to put their preseason
hard work to use, as they
travel to play their first

Jason Kemis“12 game at the Metrodome

Kahn will be return-
ing to the mound this season, joined by fellow
senior Rick Berdelle 09, and juniors Marshall
Chavez'10, Chad Christoft’10, Ryan Harris'10
and Brian Sollo "10. Also coming to the mound
will be first-years. And lots of them.

With a huge first-year class of 12 players,
which amounts to over a third of the team, the
Pioneers said they look forward to significant
increases in the number of pitchers and out-
fielders available. “Coach really needed to re-
load players for the next four years,” Kahn said.
“We've got a really talented group of first years,
they’ll be stepping up and making an impact
right away.”

Despite having a large roster, Jason Kemis
’12, outfield, said that the team remains really

in Minneapolis. “It’s really
nice to get one game in before we go play dur-
ing spring break in Florida,” Kahn said. “And
it’s cool to play on a major league field.”

Even though the players express excitement
about playing on a major league field, they’re
more excited to face competition in a game
situation. “I could really care less about where
it is,” Kemis said. “Everybody is just sick of all
practice and no games. It’s going to be great to
actually play.”

Lucky for the Pioneers, their first game is
only days away. They head to the Metrodome
for a doubleheader against Carleton on Mon-
day, March 2. They then head to Florida on
March 15, before returning to Grinnell for their
first home game on March 28.

New lineup, new coach propel softball team

BY JAo1 GARG

With a new head coach, new assistant coach,
the loss of six players due to graduation, and sev-
eral injuries, the women's softball team will have a
lot to contend with this season.

Last year the team went 3-5 in MWC play,
but matching last season’s record may be a chal-
lenge for the team as most of the starters will not
be returning.

“A lot of those girls we lost were starters, so
it’s just going to be different this year than it was
before,” said Co-Captain Tess Cohen’09. “A lot
of people are stepping into new positions,”

Aside from the changes on the field, off the
field the coaching staff is brand new. The new
coach, Sandra Faulkner, currently a coach at
Grinnell Community Senior High School, was
hired less than a week ago.

“Softball is still softball,” Faulkner said. “But at
the college level you are trying to fine tune every-
thing so you can perform at the higher level.”

Despite being at the helm for such a short
time, the coach said she believes that the team has
been well prepared for this season.

“The assistant coach [Kate Gluckman, the
head women’s basketball coach] and the volunteer
coach [Craig Arendt] have done a fine job of pre-
paring them to be at the level they need to be at,”
Faulkner said. “So I do not feel like the team lost
anything from me not being there at the begin-
ning.”

From what the team has experienced so far,
they are very excited to play for Coach Faulkner.

“She’s fantastic, we are really excited with the

energy and expertise she brings to the game,” said
co-captain Darcy Ward '09. “From the first mo-
ment we met her, we were confident in her ability
to lead us.

In addition to the new coach, the team has
had to contend with numerous injuries that have
seriously constricted the team’s options.

“We will have to try and fill the positions the
best that we can,” Faulkner said. “We may have
to have players maybe play positions they are not
used to so they may be outside their comfort zone
a little bit.”

The team currently practices in the PEC be-
cause of the wintery Iowa weather, which prevents
them doing many things they could do outside,
such as hit fly balls.

“Right now we have six weeks indoors, that’s
when morale is the lowest,” Ward said. “We have
managed to be excited, stay focused, and get in
shape. Once we start to play teams it will get more
fun.

The team will begin their season by going to
California to face some tough competition, in-
cluding ranked teams.

“We have a pretty challenging schedule in
California,” Cohen said. “I think it will be good to
play against teams that are that good because we
will have to push ourselves early on.”

Despite all the team has to contend with, the
coach is optimistic of what they can achieve.

“After a couple practices underneath my belt,
the girls they come in and work hard,” Faulkner
said. “They have done everything I have asked
them to do, they are focused and determined.”

Amanda Stromquist '12, Kelsey Montgomery '11 and other members of the softball team warm up
their arms before practice on Thursday evening. The team is currently practicing in the PEC before

their outdoor season starts up.
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