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Men’ tennis Captain Dan LaFountaine ‘09 winds up for a powerful serve during Monday’s practice

in the PEC North Gym.

BEN BREWER

Tennis team ready to rock

BY MAX CALENBERG

Last season the Grinnell men’s tennis team
came in 13th in the NCAA Division III tour-
nament. This season, with a wide range of goals
including earning a national ranking, winning
conference, sending team captains Dan La-
Fountaine 09 and Nate Fox’09 to nationals as
doubles partners and Juan Carlos Perez 11 in
singles, they expect to do much better.

In September, the team went to the ITA
(Intercollegiate Tennis Association) Midwest
Regional tournament, where Coach Andy
Hamilton’85 was impressed by the play of Sam
Raife 10 and Eric Ritter’12, who both contin-
ued to improve their game to win matches.

But it was Perez who stood out as he
reached the quarterfinals, losing to Gustavus
Adolphus senior John Kauss, the eventual
ITA Division III National Singles Champion.
“That was [Perez] beginning to reach his po-
tential,” Hamilton said.

LaFountaine believes Perez’s performance
influenced the whole team to strive for more.
“Watching him was a blast, even though we

were all sitting on the sidelines by that point,”

LaFountaine said. “It really inspired all of us.”

Coach Hamilton has intentionally ar-
ranged a challenging schedule of non-confer-
ence matches against nationally ranked teams,
including Gustavus Adolphus (#8), Washing-
ton University (#1) and Kalamazoo (#28).

“We will probably trade some wins for
losses by taking this schedule,” Hamilton said.
“But our players will be better prepared.”

In Midwest Conference play, where
Grinnell is a five time repeating champion, the
most challenging foe appears to be Lake For-
est College, who finished second in the MWC
last year, and have all their starters returning.
The strong line-up of either LaFountaine or
Perez at number one singles, Fox at number
three, Ritter at number four and Raife playing
five should present a formidable opponent to
any adversary.

In preparing for the future, Hamilton is
placing two first-year players in key doubles
roles, as Dmitriy Glumov "11 will pair with
Raife for the number three doubles and Mar-
tin Dluhos "12 joins Perez for the number-two
team. The number one doubles will be filled by
the proven duo of Fox and LaFountaine, who
aspire to reach Nationals.

After reflecting on last season, Perez was
looking forward to watching the first-years
compete, knowing full well the benefits it
could have for their abilities.

“T matured so much,” Perez said. “When 1
played back home I had the talent but I would
always have mental breakdowns in the middle
of matches that kept me from winning.”

Although the Pioneers have few home
matches this season, LaFountaine encourages
all to come out and watch.

“This season,” LaFountaine said, “we have
the best player to come through our program
in Perez, the best doubles player ever in Nate
[Fox], and I'll give myself the title of best en-
tertainer.”

Women’s Basketball on a skid

Despite close games, team falls to 3-11 in Midwest Conference

BY MICHAEL SCHOELZ
The Grinnell women’s basketball team was
handed another loss Feb 11 by Midwest Con-
ference foe Knox College 69-71. The Pioneers
have struggled this season, dropping to 2-12 in
the Midwest Conference and 3-18 overall.
“There were some moments of some really

good stuff,” said Head Coach Kate Gluckman.

Grinnell also suffered two more losses
over the weekend to conference opponents
at home. The Pioneers fell to a strong Beloit
team 74-58 on Feb 7 following a 75-40 loss to
Ripon (9-4, 12-8) the day before.

“Ripon and Beloit are two very differ-
ent teams, and we match up better against
Beloit,” Gluckman said. “But we've had two

“But the same things are still
holding us back in terms of
turnovers and missed defen-
sive opportunities.”

Grinnell had  beaten
Knox 74-70 on Dec 10 at
home, so hopes were riding
high coming into the game.

amonth ago.”

“We want to show them that
we'e not the team that we were

Mallory Scharf "11

really good games against
Beloit and in the second
half against Beloit we played
them even. But they have
some tremendous athletes
and theyre well-coached
and they use their assets re-
ally well.”

The Pioneers led by four at
the half but Knox (3-11 MWC, 6-15) rallied
back in the second half and kept it close. With
five seconds left and the game tied at 69, Knox
was able to make 2 free throws for the win.

“We came in thinking that we could at
least improve on what we did the last time
and we were tied in the league,” said Mallory
Scharf’11. “But it was definitely more disap-
pointing when we lost because we thought we
had a better chance of winning this one.”

Despite the loss, the team had a couple of
excellent individual performances. Jess Shotts
"10 scored 27 points to lead all scorers and
Meg Huey 12 added a double-double with 11
points and 10 rebounds. Also, after a weekend
of what Gluckman described as a “horrific” re-
bounding performance, the Pioneers were able
to out-rebound Knox 46-34.

The Pioneers came out
hard against Beloit (11-3, 14-7), leading 16-7
with 13:44 remaining in the first half. But Be-
loit, which is currently second in the confer-
ence standings, came back and by the half, had
taken the lead, 44-28.

“When we come out against Beloit like
the way we did it should give us a lot of confi-
dence,” Scharf said.

The Pioneers have lost six straight entering
this Saturday’s game against Illinois College.
However, it is the Pioneers’ last home game
and they hope to end the season on a good
note.

“We want to see some improvement since
the last time we played these two teams,”
Scharf said. “We want to show them that we’re
not the team that we were a month ago.”






