
 November 07, 2008 SSSSSSSSSBBBBBBBBB&SS&BB&&&&B&S&&B&&BB&SPORTS
edited by Jai Garg

gargjai@grinnell.edu 11
A Rafter of Wild Turkeys invade Division III Nationals  

The Fall Classic, more potent than sleeping pills 
How could a World Series that featured 

three one-run games and a two-run game be 
so incredibly terrible? It probably had some-
thing to do with B.J. Upton attempting to du-
plicate the 2002 version of Barry Bonds with 
every swing of the bat, all the while forget-
ting that taking pitches every now and again 
may actually prove useful.  It also didn�t help 
that the Rays� normally stellar defense only 
seemed to appear for a handful of plays at a 
time, while the quality of the umpiring was as 
poor as Evan Longoria�s strikeout rate.

Let�s also not forget Game three of the 
World Series.  It appears, on paper, to be a 
fantastic game with a Phillies lead evaporat-
ing in the later innings only to be regained 
with a walk-off winner. 

One could only imagine the drama that 
must have occurred, drama that might have 
rivaled such memorable moments as Puckett 
in �91, Gibson in �88, or Fisk in �85.  When his-
tory looks back upon this game it may view it 
favorably, but those that watched knew that it 
was the most boring, least thrilling game won 

in the final at-bat in World Series history.  
A hit-by-pitch, a wild pitch, a throwing 

error, two intentional walks, and a swinging 
bunt later, and Philadelphia pulled off the 
most boringly �exciting� winner since pretty 
much any close game of the 2005 NBA Fi-
nals.

This series, unfortunately, wasn�t out of 
the ordinary.  There hasn�t been a halfway 
decent Fall Classic 
in five years. As nice 
as it was to see the 
Red Sox finally win 
in 2004, the series 
itself was the start 
of a horrendous 
stretch of World 
Series games that would make the 1988 Bal-
timore Orioles cringe.  

I, of course, don�t want to take anything 
away from the Phillies and their fans, but it�s 
going to take a long and memorable offseason 
to make people forget that abomination of a 
series.

Luckily for sports fans, they don�t have to 
just sit idly by until pitchers and catchers re-
port.  Though the baseball season ended with 
a thud, it doesn�t mean that other sports will 
be similarly tainted. I am optimistic about the 
remainder of the NFL season, and the start 
of the NBA (I�ll spare you my thoughts on 
the NHL).  

Of course, those fans of perennial cellar 
dwellers, and poorly- 
run franchises probably 
think that they would 
be lucky to see games 
as entertaining as this 
year�s World Series, but 
in the spirit of our new 
President-elect Barack 

Obama, I will attempt to find some hope for 
even the lowliest dregs of professional sports 
society.

The Lions may be 0-8 right now, but help 
is on the way.  Sure Daunte Culpepper is no 
more than a quick fix at the quarterback po-
sition, but at least he might provide a little 
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This past weekend, the Wild Turkeys wa-
ter polo team completed their season by fin-
ishing sixth in the Men�s Division III Club 
Championship in Philadelphia, PA. The 
team went 1-2 at nationals, including a loss 
to eventual champion Lindenwood Univer-
sity. Despite the record, the 
team was happy with their 
overall performance. �We 
lost our first game and com-
pletely destroyed the second 
team,� said Alex Phillips �12. 
�We played a really good 
last game that I feel really 
good about.�

Earlier in the season, 
the team failed to capture 
the Heartland Division, losing to Monmouth 
College for the division championship. �We 
just dropped the ball [against Monmouth],� 
Phillips said. �There was a lot of individual 
acting rather than acting as a team, that was 
sort of our downfall, but that set us off on the 
wrong foot at nationals.� 

By qualifying as the runner-up in the 

Heartland Conference, the team was placed 
eight and was ensured to meet perennial 
foe Lindenwood University, which defeated 
Grinnell in last year�s championship match. 

�Lindenwood is a D1-quality team, they 
play D1 teams all year and then come play in 
the D3 tournament,� said Co-Coach and Co-

Captain Matt Hochstein 
�09. �Their players don�t 
like it, their coaches don�t 
like it, their school likes the 
fact they can bring home a 
trophy every year.� Though 
Grinnell put up a valiant ef-
fort, their loss was not much 
of a surprise. 

In the first half, the team 
kept the game quite close. 

In the second quarter, Grinnell matched 
Lindenwood University goal for goal as they 
scored four each.  �We had them scared,� said 
Hochstein. �They were up 10-6 at the half.�

However, the team could not sustain its 
high level of play and Lindenwood pulled 
ahead for good in the third quarter with nine 
unanswered goals, winning 23-7. 

Following the loss to Lindenwood Uni-
versity, the team came out firing on all cyl-
inders in the second round game against 
Carnegie Mellon University. By halftime, 
the offense had doused the goal with an on-
slaught of shots to take a commanding lead 
of 9-1. The team would go on to score seven 
more unanswered goals in the third period. 
By the time the final bell had rung, the Tur-
keys had drowned the Carnegie Mellon Tar-
tans 22-3. �It was hard because we played the 
first game against a team that by all accounts 
was out of our league,� Hochstein said. �The 
second team we played wasn�t really national 
quality.� 

The win guaranteed Grinnell a matchup 
with Wesleyan College to compete for fifth 
place. From the onset, the game was very 
close and by halftime, Wesleyan held the 
slimmest of leads 5-4. Grinnell came back to 
tie the game 6-6 with 1:28 left in the third 
period, when Phillips scored his fourth goal 
of the game. 

The fourth quarter, though, belonged to 
the Wesleyan Cardinals, as they reeled off 
three goals to capture fifth place 9-6. �We 
were tired,� said Hochstein. �If we had an-

other shot we would have beat them.�
Grinnell�s sixth-place finish was nonethe-

less impressive considering the circumstances. 
Of all the team�s in the field, the Wild Tur-
keys fielded the least number of players with 
nine, with several of them playing all game.  
�It was rough when we were against teams 
with 20 players,� Phillips said. �So that last 
game we were against a pretty big team, and 
their high-ranking players were getting out 
but we were not.� Patrick Thomas ’10 gets hit as he releases the ball 

for a shot.          CONTRIBUTED

The Wild Turkeys celebrate their second place f inish in the Heartland Confrence           CONTRIBUTED

STUDENT INITIATIVESSTUDENT INITIATIVES  
The second round is going on now!

Initiatives are due Sunday Nov. 9th at 5P.M.

Applications available in the SGA offices 
and Post Office.

Questions? [Stifund]

stability, and with his track record of killing 
the Vikings in crucial games, Detroit is sure 
to knock off Minnesota in Week 14 to avoid 
going winless on the season. This will deliver 
a crushing blow to a division rival�s playoff 
chances while not affecting their firm grip on 
the #1 overall pick.

Even in the NBA where the Knicks have 
been driven into the ground with more force 
than a Jack Tatum hit, there is still reason to 
be optimistic.  Mike D�Antoni may have a 
roster that doesn�t fit his style, but the con-
stant LeBron James in 2010 rumors and the 
thought of a James-D�Antoni combination 
should be more than enough reason for any 
basketball fan to pray that LeBron finally gets 
out of the sports hellhole that is Cleveland. 

 If that falls through, all I can hope is that 
they finally learned their lesson from the pre-
vious managerial regime.  However, should 
they continue in their losing ways, they know 
exactly who to blame: Isiah Thomas�s daugh-
ter. 

Grinnell Sports: Grinnell Football vs. Beloit Saturday 11/08/09 1 p.m. Rosenbloom Field

“There was a lot of individu-
al acting rather than acting 
as a team, that was sort of 
our downfall.” 

Alex Phillips ‘12




