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BY MATT ZMUDKA

In 2006, the NCAA Division III Student Athletic Advisory 
Council (SAAC) launched a community service partnership with 
Habitat for Humanity. The three-semester partnership, now con-
cluding, aimed to get at least 60 percent of Division III schools in-
volved in a Habitat home build via fundraising or actual construc-
tion. Subsequently, the Midwest Conference SAAC decided to 
adopt it as this year’s service initiative for all conference schools.

Grinnell’s participation? None.
While some teams participate in frequent community service, 

other teams do not. Despite this inconsistency in service across 
sports, there has been no significant attempt to encourage more 
service across Grinnell athletics.

Community service is not foreign to some Grinnell’s athletes. 
Grinnell swimmers pose among bags of canned goods collected on 
Halloween and cleaned up beaches during their Florida training 
trip. Members of Grinnell’s SAAC will be hosting a multi-sport 
camp for youth in Grinnell the weekend before finals. Soccer play-
ers trek over to Davis School to serve the Tuesday night Com-
munity Meal.

Grinnell athletes do community service, but for a school com-
mitted to social justice, is it enough?

Athletic Director Greg Wallace thinks that Grinnell’s pro-
grams are at least on the path to doing so. “Several of our teams 
have been doing projects for a number of years,” he said, adding, 
“Even in some cases where we don’t have a whole team involved, 
we have a number of individuals off teams involved in projects.”

Darcy Ward ’09, chair of the community outreach committee 

Grinnell Athletics: community conscious?
for Grinnell’s SAAC, acknowledged that several teams did service 
but said, “I think we can do more, in particular, getting athletes to 
work on community service in their off-seasons.” She could not 
cite any service done by her softball team this year, for example.

“Grinnell has been historically less active in community out-
reach than some of the other schools [in the Midwest Confer-
ence],” Ward said, although she thought that SAAC’s outreach 
efforts in the past couple of years had been improving.

What is this mysterious Habitat initiative? Emily Pankow, Di-
vision III SAAC chair and a 2007 graduate of Luther College in 
Iowa, explained that part of the goal of the national SAAC is to 
create initiatives for division-wide service. “Our job is to partner 
up and create initiatives, so if a campus SAAC does not have an 
idea for what they can do for community service, we plant that 
idea,” she said.

The popular conception of athletics tends to exclude commu-
nity service, but athletes and coaches alike agreed that service was 
important for teams to participate in, whether in small groups or 
as a whole.  

“It’s important to demonstrate that you care about your sup-
porters and your community,” Ward said. “It’s easier for athletes to 
appear as if they do not.”

Pankow explained that the concept of a ‘team’ works well for 
service as well as athletics, especially at smaller schools. “The idea 
of ‘team’ is perfect in motivating people to do good for their com-
munity around the campus,” she said. “It works out well, especially 
in Divison III where athletics is not the sole focus of student ath-
letes.”

BY JOHNNY BUSE

As the final days wind down and the nights grow shorter, 
spring sports in Grinnell are slowly wrapping up their seasons 
that seemed to start just weeks ago. Men’s tennis, a sport that 
competes in both the fall and spring semester, will face the be-
ginning of the end when they travel to Nielsen Tennis Stadium 
in Madison, Wisconsin this weekend to compete in conference 
championships. Sporting an undefeated 4-0 record in confer-
ence play this year, the team looks to take the tournament by 
storm en route to nationals. “Our conference wins have been 
very convincing this year,” said Dan LaFountaine ‘09. “I don’t 
want to speak of a loss, because it’s not going to happen.”

The Pioneers have experienced both dominant victories and 
needle-thin losses. While they have handily won their confer-
ence games and others, four of their losses have been by a single 
match. “We took some rough 5-4 losses,” said Nate Fox ’09. “I 
was hoping that wouldn’t happen this year.”

This season the team saw some unexpected bright spots. 
The Pioneers took on Coe College and won, giving them their 
first victory against the tennis powerhouse in about nine years, 
according to Fox. And the win was not a close one either, as the 

Pioneers took Coe by storm, winning 7-2. 
On an individual level, several players have stepped up as 

solid and consistent performers. Most notably, Juan Carlos 
Perez Borja ‘11, has lost only one match, ending regular season 
play 19-1. Previously individual player and Junior Champion 
from Ecuador, Borja has adjusted well to playing with a team 
for the first time. “The upperclassmen have been great to [the 
first years],” said Borja. “I had never played for a team, but they 
made me change, and now I win my matches but I care more 
about the team.”

Besides playing and thinking tennis, the men’s tennis team 
also recently put on Erotic Deception. This campus classic 
morphs every year with the change of its main drink’s recipe, 
this year was proclaimed “the best yet” by Fox.  “It was so good,” 
said Fox, “that Juan Carlos went to take a nap, came back and 
the party was still raging.”

While LaFountaine admits that the first batch released to 
the “general populace” had a mistake in its composure, he as-
sured that the second batch of Deception was made to perfec-
tion.  “For those who stuck around for the second round,” said 
LaFountaine, “it was a good one.”

Tennis approaches conference

To Wallace, the greatest challenge facing universal team com-
munity service was finding time to do projects. “There’s a little 
extra time available during the day, so that’s a good time for us to 
do some of those projects.” Ward cited track athletes reading to 
elementary school kids during their spring break trip to Florida 
as an example. 

SAAC’s goal, according to Ward, is universally “encouraging 
the teams to do some of their own stuff. With the kind of resources 
we have, it’s nice to be able to give a little time back.” 

Service among all teams is a goal of Wallace’s too, but he said 
that it would be impossible to make service mandatory for all ath-
letes. He didn’t notice a resistance among athletes to service, how-
ever. “I think, if anything, there’s enthusiasm,” Wallace said. “Once 
they get involved, it’s great to see how well our kids respond to the 
little kids or adults, and vice versa.” 

In fact, the folksy, home-grown brand of service that Grinnell 
practices was out in full force at the Dick Young Relays last Sat-
urday, when SAAC hosted a concession stand. “They were able to 
provide hamburgers, hot dogs, hot chocolate to the people at the 
meet and it went over extremely well,” Wallace said, adding that 
money raised will hopefully be funneled back into charity.

However, Ward said that Grinnell had not done anything 
for Habitat for Humanity or the Special Olympics, both recom-
mendations from the conference SAAC, fundraising or otherwise. 
Their main effort, multi-sport field day, is a repeat of last year’s 
service project. “I’m really hoping to see sustained improvement in 
our impact,” Ward said.

Top         things that have 
happened since the Cubs 

won a World Series 

10.  Refrigeration
9.    Talkie movies
8.    World War I
7.    Stainless steel
6.    Charles Lindbergh’s transatlantic flight
5.    Graduation of Harry Hopkins 
4.    The State of Arizona
3.    Babe Ruth hits puberty
2.    Global population reaches two billion
1.    Women’s Suffrage

—Johnny Buse
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While some teams participate in regular community service projects, others are absent from the trend

Grinnell College Triathlon
• Date/time:  Sunday, May  3, 2008
  Pool warmups 7:30 a.m.
  Registration: 8-8:45 a.m.
  Race starts at 9 a.m.

• Location:  Physical Education Complex (PEC)

• Awards:  To the top male and female finisher in two divisions:  
  Student & Non-Student. Teams of three may be   
  formed but no awards will be given. Teams will be   
  held for 0:45 seconds in each transitional stage

• Fees:  Student: $15
  Non-Student: $20
  Race day entry: $20
  Relay entry: $15

500 yard swim, 12 mile bike, 5k run

The swim will take place in the Grinnell College Pool. The bike portion will head 
south on East Street until it ends at F35/400th street. Turn east (left) on to F35, 
and proceed approximately 3.5 miles. Turn around when 70th street is to your 
right, return for a 12 mile ride. The run will be out 10th to Penrose, north on 
Penrose to 16th, west on 16th to Country Club Dr. to 13th to Park and then back 
to 10th Ave.


