Interdisciplinary Study Themes identify groups of courses that address in a significant way a particular theme, issue, or problem that students and faculty members wish to explore together. They are distinguished by the collaboration of participating faculty members and may have a co- or extra-curricular component.  Interdisciplinary Study Themes can be linked to important college-wide events such as a symposium or an exhibition or to a significant outside event.   Courses addressing a common theme and offered within a (renewable) 2-4 year period can be identified in the Schedule of Courses as a Theme.  
For spring preregistration, we are testing the model by piloting two groups of courses as Interdisciplinary Study Themes.  We expect to list additional Theme groups in the 2009-2010 schedule of courses, should initial feedback be positive.  For more information about the Theme courses and related events, please visit http://www.grinnell.edu/offices/dean/eki/interstudythemes/.  

“Human Rights” 
These courses examine the relationship of Human Rights and Human Dignity to issues of justice, development, politics, and technology. Several offerings encourage students to consider the definitions “Human Rights” and “Human Dignity” in relation to the environment, health and illness, poverty, artistic expression, and reproduction.  Students will be encouraged to examine a variety of theoretical perspectives but also to engage with case-studies of international Human Rights violations and efforts to protect Human Rights.  Politics, social movements, peace-keeping efforts, and violence also form areas of interest in cluster courses.  The Rosenfield Program in Public Affairs, International Relations, and Human Rights will sponsor events addressing Human Rights throughout 2009/10 that will coordinate with first-year tutorials and link speakers and programming on immigration/migration, environmentalism, and the media.
 
Courses Offered Spring 2009
PHI/POL    264 
 
Political Theory II  (Meehan)
GDS 

   111  

Introduction to Global Development Studies  (Roper, Carter) 

HIS             195  


Europe after the Great War  (Prevost)
HIS             195  


The United States in the Age of Transatlantic Revolution  (Purcell)
Courses Offered in Subsequent Semesters
First-Year Tutorials—linked sections

ANT 
104 


Introduction to Anthropology (B. French)
ANT 
295 or 395  
Anthropology, Violence, and Human Rights  (B. French)
ANT 
395 


Social Foundations of Illness and Suffering  (Tapias)

GDS 
111  

Introduction to Global Development Studies  (Roper, Carter)
HIS 
195  

1968  (V. Brown) 

HIS 
228 


The Promised Land: U.S. Immigration History  (V. Brown)

HIS 
262  

Modern Africa from the Sahara to the Zambezi (Prevost)

POL/REL 
195 or 295  
Human Rights and Democracy  (Amarasinghe) 
POL 
295  

Rights  (Western)

POL 
  295  

Human Rights: Foundations, Challenges, Choices   (Moyer/Skerret)

SST/SCI/HUM 350  
The Control of Reproduction (Feng/ McClelland/Queathem)

Peace and Conflict Studies
Understanding conflict and transformative possibilities for addressing conflict are peace building skills that are applicable across disciplines—in the sciences, social sciences, and humanities.  Peace and Conflict Studies provides a lens for understanding social change and upheaval, violence against humanity such as genocide, violations of human dignity, the impact of environmental, economic, political, and social decisions, and the critical role of identity and trauma in human interaction.  The Peace and Conflict Studies IST facilitates incorporation of this lens into courses and guide students in applying these concepts to particular cases which could be on an interpersonal, community, or global level.  Peace Studies hosts speakers, workshops, and internships on issues related to peace and conflict.
Courses Offered Spring 2009
GDS 
    111


Introduction to Global Development Studies (Roper/Carter)
GLS/GRM  227


Topics in German Literature in Translation:  Holocaust (Michaels)
HIS 
    195


Europe after the Great War (Prevost)
LAS 
    111


Introduction to Latin American Studies (Aparicio)
SCI 
    395


Biomedical Technology and Reproduction (McClelland/Queathem)
SOC
    295


Politics of Hate (Leung)
POL 
    295.05  
Peace and How to Achieve It (Western)
Courses Offered in Subsequent Semesters
ANT 
    238


Cultural and Political Ecology (Roper)

ANT 
    295


Anthropology, Violence, and Human Rights (B. French)
ANT 
    395


War, Revolution, and Ecology in the American Southwest (Kamp/Whittaker)
ENV/GDS   251


Water, Development and the Environment (P. Jacobson)

ENV/GDS   295.01  
Climate Change, Development and the Environment  (P. Jacobson)
GLS 
    291.01

Perspectives in 20th Century Central and European Literature (Armstrong)
HIS 
    262


Modern Africa:  Sahara to Zambezi (Prevost)
HIS 
    333


The Civilizing Mission and Its Discontents (Prevost)
POL 
    250


Politics of International Relations (Moyer)
POL 
    262


African Politics (Grey)
POL 
    295


Peace and Security (Western)
POL 
    295


Human Rights, Foundations, Challenges, and Choices (Moyer/Skerrett)
POL 
    295


Rights (Western)

POL 
    352


Advanced Seminar on the U.S. Foreign Policymaking Process (Moyer)
POL 
    354


Political Economy of Developing Countries (Willis)
SOC 
    250


Social Inequality (McClelland)
