Interdisciplinary Study Themes: Offerings for 2011/12
African Studies—Elections 2012—Human Rights— Nationalism and Migration—Peace and Conflict Studies
Interdisciplinary Study Themes identify groups of courses that address in a significant way a particular theme, issue, or problem that students and faculty members wish to explore together. They are distinguished by the collaboration of participating faculty members and may have a co- or extra-curricular component.  Interdisciplinary Study Themes can be linked to important college-wide events such as a symposium or an exhibition or to a significant outside event.   Courses addressing a common theme and offered within a (renewable) period of up to 4 years can be identified in the Schedule of Courses as a Theme.    
“African Studies”

These courses and co-curricular connections promote the study of North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, and African Diasporas by helping current students to integrate course planning in African Studies, to connect their curricular design to off-campus study and post-graduate service, and by giving faculty opportunities for dialogue and collaboration.  “African Studies” is by definition a diffuse designation, so the IST is intended to provide a broad interdisciplinary framework in which students and faculty can develop mutual interests around issues such as race and ethnicity, gender, evolution, statehood, democracy, development, ecology, resource management, globalization, labor, poverty, human rights, conflict resolution, performance, narrative, identity, postcolonialism, and visual culture.  The 2011 theme for Alumni College, “Africa and the World,” embodies these multi-layered collaborations among faculty, students, and staff.  The courses listed below have significant African content; we expect them to be offered as listed over the next three years.
	COURSE
	2011-12
	2012-13
	2013-14

	AMS 211: Africanist Presence in American St. (Gibel Mevorach)
	
	F
	

	ANT 104: Introduction to Anthropology (Staff)
	F & S
	F & S
	F & S

	ANT 200: Cultural Politics of Hybridity (Gibel Mevorach)
	F
	
	

	ANT 221: Primate Behavior (Bentley-Condit)
	F
	
	F

	ANT 238: Cultural & Political Ecology (Roper)
	S
	
	

	ANT 246: Anthropology of Middle East & North Africa (Kamp)
	
	F or S
	F or S

	BIO 339: Biogeochemistry (P. Jacobson)
	F
	
	

	ECN 230: Economic Development (Seiz)
	F
	F or S
	F or S

	ECN 372: Seminar in Economic Development (Powell)
	F
	
	

	ENG 225: Introduction to Postcolonial Literatures (Kapila)
	S
	F or S
	F or S

	ENG 229: Traditions in African American Literature (Benjamin)
	TBA
	F
	F

	ENG 329: Neo-Slave Narratives (Benjamin)
	TBA
	S
	S

	ENG 360: Seminar in Postcolonial Literatures (Kapila)
	F
	S F or S
	F or S

	ENV/GDS 251: Water, Dev’t & the Environment (P. Jacobson)
	F
	
	

	ENV 261: Climate, Dev’t & the Environment (P. Jacobson)
	
	F or S
	

	ENV 495: Senior Seminar: Africa (Campbell)
	
	S
	

	FRN 305: Contemp. Francophone Cultures (Magermans/J. Gross)
	S
	S
	S

	FRN 331: Modern Francophone Theatre (J. Gross)
	S
	
	

	FRN 342: Orientalism Revisited (Ireland)
	
	
	F or S

	GDS 111: Intro to Global Dev’t Studies (Roper, Carter)
	F & S
	F & S
	F & S

	GDS 346: Sustainable Dev’t in the Modern World System (Roper)
	
	
	F or S

	HIS 225: African American History (Lacson)
	S
	S
	S

	HIS 261: Southern Africa (Prevost, Drake)
	S
	
	

	HIS 262: Modern Africa from the Sahara to Zambezi (Prevost)
	
	
	F

	HIS 312: Race in Early America (Lacson)
	S
	
	S

	HIS 321: Colonial Encounters in North America (Lacson)
	
	S
	

	HIS 331: Decolonization (Prevost)
	
	
	F or S

	LAS 221: Introduction to Latin@ Studies
	
	F
	

	MUS 203: Regional Studies in World Music: Africa (R. Vetter)
	F
	
	

	POL 2XX: Political Economy of Southern Africa (Willis)
	
	
	F or S

	POL 295: Democratization & Politics of Regime Change (Lussier)
	S
	
	

	POL 354: Political Economy of Developing Countries (Willis)
	F
	S
	

	PST/GDS 320: Food Security & Dev. Countries (Roper & Lyons)
	F
	
	

	THE 304: Postcolonial Theatre (Delmenico)
	
	S
	


“Elections 2012”
In anticipation of the November 2012 U.S. elections and the nomination races preceding them, this Interdisciplinary Study Theme brings together courses from across the curriculum to help frame and inform our understanding of these contests.  Included are courses on American politics, economics and public policy, international relations and international economics, history, technology and food.  Further enriching these courses are Rosenfield symposia and visitors to campus, both of which will intersect with the curricular offerings.   And this interdisciplinary study theme will encourage members of the Grinnell College community to engage in political activity, but to recognize, as well, the valuable learning potential involved in listening to divergent voices and in observing first-hand processes and contests in which they may not be actively involved. 

Faculty members have already expressed interest in connecting a variety of courses to the study theme.  Additionally, two already-scheduled Rosenfield symposia – one on social justice, the other on the financial crisis – will intersect with the theme.  Further informing the theme include a September 2011 Karl Gerth convocation, "Can China Save the World Twice?", and speakers on immigration and journalism.  Faulconer Gallery will host two pertinent exhibitions in fall 2011, one devoted to Chinese propaganda posters at Burling library and one on Chinese Print Making at the Gallery. Additionally, the College’s Program in Practical Political Education (PPPE), with a rich history of helping to structure partisan political debate and activity, will encourage the community to reflect on the past and to experience the politics of the present. 

Fall 2011

	TUT
	100
	Food Choice (M. Levandoski)

	TUT
	100
	The Politics of Sport and the Sport of Politics (T. Werner)

	TUT
	100
	Watergate and Its Effect on U.S. Politics (V. Brown)

	CHI/EAS
	295
	Some Chinese Food for Thought (J. Feng)

	ECN
	218
	Gender and the Economy (I. Powell)

	ECN
	372
	Economics of Development (I. Powell)

	HIS
	311
	Politics in the Early American Republic (S. Purcell)

	POL
	250
	The Politics of International Relations (W. Moyer)

	POL
	295
	Technology and Politics (B. Trish)

	POL
	352
	Advanced Seminar on U.S. Foreign Policy (W. Moyer)

	POL
	395
	Corporate Power & Democracy (T. Werner)


Spring 2012

	ECN
	111
	Introduction to Economics (I. Powell)

	HIS
	295
	China's Rise (M. Johnson)

	HIS
	371
	Propaganda!  Political Persuasion and Communication in the Modern World (M. Johnson)

	POL
	239
	The Presidency (B. Trish)

	POL
	250
	The Politics of International Relations (W. Moyer) 


Fall 2012 and Spring 2013

	POL
	216
	Politics of Congress (T. Werner)

	POL
	237
	Political Parties (or POL 295 Technology and Politics) (B. Trish)

	POL
	239
	The Presidency (B. Trish)


We expect to add more courses for the 2012/13 academic year, and will be updating the list of events as well (particularly as we learn candidates’ schedules).
“Human Rights” 
 These courses examine the relationship of Human Rights and Human Dignity to issues of justice, development, politics, and technology. Several offerings encourage students to consider the definitions "Human Rights" and "Human Dignity" in relation to the environment, health and illness, poverty, artistic expression, and reproduction. Students will be encouraged to examine a variety of theoretical perspectives but also to engage with case-studies of international Human Rights violations and efforts to protect Human Rights. Politics, economics, development, social movements, peace-keeping efforts, and violence also form areas of interest in Human Rights courses.
In addition to these courses, the Rosenfield Program in Public Affairs and Human Rights coordinates a variety of speakers and co-curricular activities related to course themes.

	ANT
	104
	Introduction to Anthropology (B. French)

	ANT
	295
	Anthropology, Violence, and Human Rights  (B. French)

	ANT
	395
	Social Foundations of Illness and Suffering (M. Tapias) 

	GDS
	111  
	Introduction to Global Development Studies  (M. Roper, E. Carter)

	HIS
	100  
	1968 Around the World (V. Brown) 

	HIS
	100
	U.S. in the Age of Transatlantic Revolution (S. Purcell) 

	HIS
	222
	History of Women in the United States (V. Brown)

	HIS
	228
	Promised Land: U.S. Immigration History  (V. Brown)  

	HIS
	261
	Southern Africa (E. Prevost)

	HIS
	262  
	Modern Africa from the Sahara to the Zambezi (E. Prevost)

	HUM
	295
	Media and the Middle East (M. Youssef)

	POL
	259
	Human Rights: Foundations, Challenges, Choices (W. Moyer)

	SOC
	350
	NGOs: Organizing to Do Good (C. Hunter)

	SST/SCI/

HUM
	350  
	Control of Reproduction (S. Andrews/ K. McClelland/E. Queathem)




“Nationalism and Migration:  Histories, Policies, and Experiences”
This theme explores the ways that nations have defined themselves in relationship to the influx (or exodus) of large groups of people.  Questions of immigrant identities, citizenship, national ‘heritage’, migrant rights, and the experience of exile are central to this Interdisciplinary Study Theme.  These questions also have a local resonance, shown by the political and social discussion occurring in Iowa about migrant communities and the abuse of undocumented workers.  This group hopes to use both local and international events as a way of creating a campus conversation about migration as a social process, while also featuring student and faculty work on the topic.
Fall 2011 courses
	EDU
	210
	History of US Education (units- immigration & urban migration (D. Michaels)

	ENG
	360
	Seminar in Postcolonial Studies: “Nationalism and the Novel” (S. Kapila)

	HIS
	225
	Through Native Eyes: Native Am. History 1491-1865 (A. Lacson)

	HIS
	228
	U.S. Immigration History (V. Brown)

	HIS 
	295.03
	History of the Modern Middle East (C. Elfenbein)

	SOC
	280
	Bound by Borders:  A Sociology of Law and Migration (D. Cook-Martin)

	SOC
	370
	Members Only:  A Political Sociology of Citizenship (D. Cook-Martin)

	THE
	111
	Introduction to Performance Studies (L. Delmenico)


Spring 2012 courses 
	FRN
	305
	Contemporary Francophone Cultures (A. Magermans)

	FRN
	342
	Orientalism Revisited (S. Ireland)

	POL
	257
	Nationalism (G. Sala)

	POL
	295
	Politics of American Immigration (R. Hamlin)

	POL
	395
	Islam and Politics (D. Lussier)

	THE
	304
	Postwar British Theatre and Performance (L. Delmenico)


“Peace and Conflict Studies – Interdisciplinary Study Theme
Understanding conflict and transformative possibilities for addressing conflict are peace building skills that are applicable across disciplines—-in the sciences, social sciences, and humanities.  Peace and Conflict Studies provides a lens for understanding social change and upheaval, violence against humanity such as genocide, violations of human dignity, the impact of environmental, economic, political, and social decisions, and the critical role of identity and trauma in human interaction.  The Peace and Conflict Studies Interdisciplinary Study Theme facilitates incorporation of this lens into courses and guide students in applying these concepts to particular cases which could be on an interpersonal, community, or global level.

Related events planned for 2011/12 include: Convocation speaker Susan Hirsch, Professor of Conflict Resolution and Anthropology from the George Mason University Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution (September 22), and the second Grinnell Peace Studies Student Conference (March 1-3).  We hope to include not only Grinnell students, but students from other peace and conflict studies programs in the region.

Fall 2011
	ANT
	295
	Anthropology, Violence and Human Rights (B. French)

	ECN
	372
	Seminar in Economic Development (T. Powell)

	ECN
	374
	Seminar in International Trade (J. Mutti)

	EDU
	250
	Differentiating Instruction for All Learners (J. Ketter)

	ENG
	273
	International Feminism (S. Kapila)

	ENG
	360
	Seminar in Postcolonial Studies: “Nationalism and the Novel” (S. Kapila)

	ENV
	120
	Environmental Challenges and Responses (E. Queathem)

	ENV/GDS
	251
	Water, Development, and the Environment (P. Jacobson)

	GDS
	111
	Introduction to Global Development Studies (M. Roper)

	GLS/GRM
	227
	Topics in German Literature in Translation:  Holocaust (J. Michaels)

	HIS
	100
	Making History: 1968 Around the World (V. Brown)

	HIS
	225
	Through Native Eyes:  Native Am. History 1491-1865 (A. Lacson)

	HIS 
	295.02
	History of the Modern Middle East (C. Elfenbein)

	HUM
	295
	Killing the Truth: Genocide Denial in the 20th Century/Short course 10/24-11/11 (T. Jorgensen)

	HUM
	295.02
	Media and the Middle East (M. Youssef)

	POL
	250.01
	The Politics of International Relations (W. Moyer)

	POL
	352.01
	Advanced Seminar on U.S. Foreign Policy (W. Moyer)

	POL
	354
	Political Economy of Developing Countries (E. Willis)

	PST/GDS
	320
	Food Security Policies and the Developing World (M. Roper, L. Lyons)

	REL
	311
	Theory and Method in the Study of Religion (Gilday)

	SOC
	280
	Bound by Borders:  A Sociology of Law and Migration (D. Cook-Martin)

	SOC
	370
	Members Only:  A Political Sociology of Citizenship (D. Cook-Martin)

	
	
	


Spring 2012
	ANT
	238
	Cultural and Political Ecology (M. Roper)

	ANT
	395
	Fighting Words: Conflict, Discourse, and Power (B. French)

	ECN
	233
	International Economics (J. Mutti)

	EDU
	217
	International and Comparative Education (D. Michaels)

	ENG
	225
	Introduction to Postcolonial Literature (S. Kapila)

	GDS
	111
	Introduction to Global Development (E. Carter)

	HIS
	100
	Making History: The Dakota Uprising of 1862 (A. Lacson)

	HIS
	100
	Making History: U.S. History in the Age of Transatlantic Revolution (S. Purcell)

	HIS
	214
	American Civil War and Reconstruction (S. Purcell)

	HIS
	261
	Southern Africa (E. Prevost)

	HIS
	371
	Propaganda: The Modern Politics of Persuasion (M. Johnson)

	HIS
	295.04
	Imperial Collision in Pacific Asia (M. Johnson)

	HUM/SCI/

SST
	350
	Freedom and Authority: The Control of Reproduction (S. Andrews, K. McClelland, E. Queathem)

	POL
	250  
	Politics of International Relations (W. Moyer)

	POL
	257
	Nationalism (G. Sala)

	POL
	259
	Human Rights, Foundations, Challenges, and Choices (W. Moyer)

	POL
	295
	Democratization and the Politics of Regime Change (D. Lussier)

	POL
	395
	Islam and Politics (D. Lussier)

	SOC
	248
	Self and Society (C. Hunter)

	SOC
	350
	NGOs: Organizing To Do Good (C. Hunter)


