           Second Semester 2005-06      Page 19

American Studies 275.01 “Topics in American Culture: American Women’s Autobiography.” Using autobiography as a window into the social fabric of U.S cultural formations, which are marked simultaneously by race, gender and religion, class and region and excess to privilege, we will read a series of autobiographical texts and supplementary historical and theoretical documents. Prerequisites: American Studies 130 and second-year standing. 4 + 2 credits. 
American Studies 391.01 “Racial Representations of the U.S. South in the American Imagination.” The seminar will examine both the role and images of the U.S. South in American discussions and analyses of racism and segregation. Grounded by an interdisciplinary focus, the course highlights reciprocal ways in which Southerness and Blackness are juxtaposed to the North and normative whiteness. Attention to social positions of both class and gender will offer insights into racial identities as subjectivities defined, represented and marketed as consumer products. Prerequisites: Africana Studies 211, one core course from category 2, and four additional credits from core or elective courses (see current catalog), or permission of instructor. 4 + 2 credits.

American Studies 495.01 “Senior Seminar: Etiquette: Learning to Be an American.” This seminar will focus on the changing ways in which “New Comers” are socialized into conforming to an etiquette informed by the Anglo-Saxon Protestant traditions. This includes attention to race, class, gender and sexuality cultural practices that are in turn politicized. Course material will include films, documentaries, fiction and non-fiction. Prerequisites: American Studies 225 or permission of instructor. 4 credits.
Anthropology 295.01 “Special Topic: Human Variation.” In this course, we will examine human differentiation and genetic variation between and within human groups.  Possible topics of discussion include: simple and complex inheritance, population genetics, gene frequencies, genetics and disease, genetics and IQ, race, gene therapy, designer babies, cloning, and the Human Genome Project. Prerequisites: Anthropology 104 or permission of instructor. 4 credits.

Anthropology 295.02 (Also Sociology) “Special Topic: Managing Enterprise and Innovation: Making a difference in Business and NGO’s.”  A case-study approach to the management of innovations—changes in products, processes, and organizational structures—in such fields as education, biotechnology, community action organizations, web-based businesses, conservation organizations, high technology firms, and sustainable food technology. Attention will be given to the sources of innovation, often the “creative class,” and the importance of international students and graduates to US economic and social growth. A consideration of policies that encourage socially responsible innovations and how innovations can go wrong.  Alumni will participate in the course, giving their experience of managing innovation in a variety of firms and NGOs.  Prerequisites: a course in the Social Studies Division.  4 + 2 credits. 

  

Anthropology 295.03 (Also Sociology) “Special Topic: Community Empowerment.”  This course will explore three ways in which Americans are coming together to exercise power at the community level. Through Alinsky-style community organizing, low-income residents are demanding justice from external forces impacting their neighborhoods. Practitioners of asset-based community development are strengthening their neighborhoods by mapping and mobilizing internal resources. And, in increasing numbers of cities, neighborhood organizations are partnering with local government to accomplish what neither could do on its own. Through case studies found in readings, lectures, videos, slides, and their own research, students will learn how empowered communities can strengthen the social fabric, multiply resources for community development, foster innovation and change, promote holistic and sustainable practices, and produce development consistent with the community’s character and culture. Dates: January 24 to February 9. Short course deadlines apply.  Prerequisites: An introductory course in Social Studies.  1 or 2 credits. 
Art 295.01 “Special Topic: Film Criticism and Culture.” The goal of this class is to develop a critical understanding of how films construct cultural meaning.  As we examine the formal components of selected films, we will also look at the social practices and the discourses that inform their organization.  Special attention will be given to the gendered, racial, and sexual positionalities that weave cinematic language across genre and time periods.  Additionally, we will look at the critical texts that problematize and/or contest the cinematic technologies behind specific subject positions within a feminist framework of analysis and in dialogue with cultural studies at large. Prerequisites: sophomore standing; Art 103 is recommended. 4 credits. 
Art 295.02 “Special Topic: Sculptural Paper.”  In this course students will explore handmade paper as an alternative material for creating sculptural work.  Through a series of slide lectures and in class demonstrations students will learn to create and manipulate handmade paper.  Sheet forming and casting will be explored using plaster moulds, wire armatures, direct casting, and alternative sheet forming techniques. This class will emphasize contemporary art practices in handmade paper and sculpture. Prerequisites: Any 100-level studio art course. 4 credits 
Art 400.01 “Seminar in Art History: The Grotesque and the Demonic in Medieval Art.” A vast amount of astonishing, often misunderstood imagery appears in medieval European art.  Hybrid and deformed humans, monsters, wild men and women, wild animals, entertainers, wrestlers, animal musicians, severed heads and masks, genitalia and other bare body parts, all are found as display motifs and in conjunction with violent, sexual, and scatological acts.  They may be included in religious, literary, and legal manuscripts, in frescoes, in stone and wooden sculpture within and outside of churches and their furnishings, on guild halls, houses, boats, coffins, shields, and pilgrim badges.  Long ignored, avoided, or trivialized by earlier scholars, these subjects have been increasingly studied over the past 30 years, but with often contradictory propositions about meanings and function.  To forge our own conclusions, we will read extensively from this recent literature, and from medieval texts on some of this art, on demons, magic, medicine, animal remedies as amulets and talismans, folk rituals and customs, as well as allegorical treatises and mnemonic devices for the highly literate.  Prerequisite:  senior standing in art history concentration or permission of instructor. 4 credits.

Biology 150.01 “Introduction to Biological Inquiry: How Can Insects Tell Time?” Insects must time their development and metamorphosis based on the world around them because the timing of critical life events is imperative.  So how is it that they tell time and carefully synchronize their metamorphic changes?  In this course we will investigate a little understood aspect of the Tobacco Hornworm moth’s development, the wandering stage of the caterpillar.  Students will learn about the insect’s life cycle, physiology, and endocrinology of metamorphosis, based on a critical reading of the literature, so that they can ask important questions about the wandering state and design experiments to test their ideas.  Students will present their findings in both an oral scientific presentation and in the form of a manuscript and poster.  Participants with substantial research from their projects will be invited to publish their results in, Pioneering Neuroscience: The Grinnell Journal of Neurophysiology.  Prerequisites:  none. 4 credits.
Biology 150.02 “Introduction to Biological Inquiry: Cell Fate: Calvin or Hobbes?”  During the development of an embryo, how is the fate of a cell determined?  How does a cell "know" it is supposed to become a nerve cell? Or part of the gut? How does it know its location within the embryo?  To address these questions, we will examine the fate of cells during embryonic development, focusing primarily on the nematode, Caenorhabditis elegans.  We will critically evaluate the primary literature, formulate hypotheses, carry out independent research projects using a variety of analytical tools, and report experimental results in scientific papers, posters, and oral presentations.  The class is taught in a workshop format, with laboratories, discussions, and lectures integrated in each class period. Prerequisites: none.  4 credits.
Biology 150.03 “Introduction to Biological Inquiry: Building an Animal” In this course students will begin a study of how a fertilized egg turns into an animal with many highly differentiated cell types.  Students will begin learning how to use the scientific literature to study the cellular and molecular events underlying development.  Students will learn to work with sea urchins to study fertilization and early invertebrate development and then will work with chicken embryos to study the appearance of different cells, tissues and organs in later vertebrate development.  The emphasis of the course will be on asking questions, designing experiments to answer those questions, and communicating results of the experiments in a variety of formats.  The class will have two, three-hour meetings per week that combine lab, lecture, and discussion.  Prerequisites:  none.  4 credits. 
Biology 150.04 “Introduction to Biological Inquiry: What Does It Mean to Be a Plant?” Many people regard plants simply as 'green animals'.  While there are many important similarities between plants and animals at the cellular and sub-cellular levels, there are profound differences as well, differences shaped by the migration of plants from the oceans onto dry land.  This migration required a variety of evolutionary adaptations, anatomical, physiological and developmental, in order to survive in this new, harsher environment.  Students will explore these adaptations by asking questions about the structures, physiological functions and developmental strategies plants have evolved to meet this challenge.  They will design experiments, analyze data and communicate their results in the form of scientific papers, posters and oral presentations as they endeavor to understand what it means to be a plant.  Prerequisites:  none.  4 credits.

Biology 150.05 “Introduction to Biological Inquiry: The Many Lives of Viruses.” This course will focus on the ways that viruses use their host to replicate and spread.  We will address questions relating to the host response to infection and how viruses subvert the host response in order to replicate.  Students will design and carry out experiments to explore the molecular and cellular mechanisms contributing to infection.  These results will be critically evaluated in the context of primary literature.  The results will then be presented in written, poster and oral formats. Prerequisites:  none.  4 credits

Biology 380.01 “Molecular Biology with Lab.” This class will include a special two week module that will be directed by Dr. Beate Averhoff from the Institute of Microbiology at Johann Wolfgang Goethe-University Frankfurt. During this time, we will study genetic exchange and DNA transfer through a combination of lecture, class activities including examination of related primary literature, and discussion. Dr. Averhoff's visit is sponsored by the Center for International Studies. Prerequisites: Biology 252 or Biological Chemistry 262 or permission of instructor. 4 credits.
Biology 395.01 “Advanced Special Topic: Immunology With Lab.”  The course examines the molecular events leading to immunologic control of a pathogen.  Topics include innate immunity, T cells, B cells, antibodies, cytokines and immunologic diseases.  We will focus on the current understanding of the field through examination of primary literature.  Laboratory sessions will utilize immunological techniques to address novel questions in biology.  Prerequisites: Biology 252 or Biological Chemistry 262 or permission of instructor.  4 credits.

Biology 395.02  “Advanced Special Topic: Principles of Pharmacology:  How Drugs Work.”  This course will discuss how drugs and physiological substances interact with organisms.  The course will concentrate on drug-receptor interactions, the receptor theory, pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics, and drug design.  Aspects of drug binding and dose responses, tolerance, and dependency will be covered.  Although physiological systems will be used to illustrate drug actions, the course will not concentrate on drug classes. Prerequisites: Biology 252 or Biological Chemistry 262 or permission of instructor.  4 credits. 
Chemistry 390.01 “Current Topics in Chemistry: Biochemical Properties and Physiological Roles of Water Channels.”  This course will focus on the physiological roles and the biochemical properties of a family of membrane-bound proteins that transport water (aquaporins).  In particular, we will be studying the work of Duke University professor (and 2003 recipient of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry!) Peter Agre.  Professor Agre and his research group had been studying a protein of unknown function from human red blood cells, with known homologues in many other tissues and species.  In the early 1990s, they cloned the gene for this protein, and in an elegant experiment demonstrated that it functioned to transport water – a molecular function that had been postulated but not previously shown.  This work was followed by extensive biochemical and biophysical characterization of the channel, including a high-resolution structural determination.  The course will culminate with the visit of Professor Agre, who will also be the Danforth Lecturer, Convocation speaker, and HHMI Symposium keynote speaker in the spring of 2006. Dates: February 10 – April 14. Short course deadlines apply.  Prerequisites: Chemistry 222.  2 credits.

Chemistry 395.01 “Advanced Special Topic: Medicinal Inorganic Chemistry.”  After a brief introduction on "heavy metals" in living systems, some examples will be discussed of metal-containing biocatalysts and their synthetic analogs. The main part of the course will be focused on commonly used drugs and diagnostics that contain heavy metals.  Questions dealt with will be: How dangerous are heavy metals and their compounds? What are the common metals in biological systems? Is the chemical form of heavy metals crucial or not?  In fact all metals are poisons, depending on the dose; however, certain very toxic metals are nevertheless crucial for life. This course is taught by Professor Reedijk who is from the University of Leiden and his visit is sponsored by the Office of International Studies. Dates: April 19 – April 28. Short course deadlines apply. Prerequisites: Chemistry 221. Students enrolled in Chemistry 423 may not register for this course. 1 credit.                      

Added course description

Computer Science 295.01 “Special Topic: Computer Graphics for the Sciences.”  This course is an introduction to computer graphics, emphasizing graphics programming using OpenGL, graphical problem solving, and effective visual communication. Projects in the course will focus on the use of computer graphics in the sciences and mathematics, with an opportunity for students to determine the areas for their projects. The course will cover the primary components of image sysnthesis, including geometry and modeling, viewing, lighting, shading, animation, and texture mapping, as well as fundamentals of interaction such as events, callbacks, and object selection.  Prerequisites: Computer Science 152 or 153 or equivalent.  4 credits.  
Economics 295.01 “Special Topic: Stabilization Policy.”  This course examines the roles of monetary and fiscal policies in stabilizing the economy. Topics include the evolution of economists' views on the scope and effectiveness of macroeconomic stabilization policies as well as an in-depth look at significant historical periods in the United States and other counties. Prerequisites: Economics 282. 4 credits. 
Economics 395.01 “Advanced Special Topic: Seminar in the Economics of Education.” This course provides a survey of some of the most important economic aspects of education. Education becomes increasingly important as the "Information Economy" replaces the old industrial economy which had, in its time, displaced the agricultural economy. The Economics of Education asks questions that are important to both the world at large and to you personally: Is better education the solution to poverty? Is investment in human capital the key to a nation's development? Are public schools just one more example of a bloated and inefficient state monopoly? Is a Grinnell education a better investment that, say, putting those thousands of tuition dollars into the stock market? Should you go to law school? Prerequisites: Economics 211, 280, and 282.  4 credits.

Economics 395.02 “Advanced Special Topic: Seminar in Environmental Economics.” This course will familiarize students with the theory and application of economics to environmental problems and prepare them for analyzing issues in environmental economics and policy.  It will focus on the design of cost-effective environmental policies and on methods for determining the value of environmental amenities. Prerequisites: Economics 280. 4 credits.
Education 295.01 “Special Topic: Reading and Writing Adolescence: Race, Class, Gender and Sexuality in Youth Culture.”  Are teens naturally rebellious, anxious, and victims of their raging hormones? Or are they rational, thoughtful young adults? We will examine conflicts in the construction of adolescence in texts written for teachers and parents, and in popular culture texts (such as young adult literature, magazines, web sites etc.). We will pay particular attention to how cultural constructions of adolescence either reinscribe or challenge mainstream conceptions of race, class, gender, and sexuality. We will focus on one site of youth culture, the school, to examine how various school practices (such as athletics, school dances, clubs, pedagogical approaches) reinforce or challenge dominant notions of adolescence.  Prerequisites: Education 101 or permission of instructor. 2 credits.  
English 120.01 “Literary Analysis.” Our exploration of the varied pleasures and problems associated with responding to literature will focus on why it is that different forms, structures, and rhetoric have appealed to readers and writers at different points of history & why, for instance, medieval readers expected fiction to be written in poetry, while twentieth-century readers more often expect fiction to be written in prose. We will consider, too, why literature from earlier periods is more likely to be tightly structured than more recent literature. In the process, this class will introduce students to strategies for responding to a variety of genres (drama, narrative poetry, and epic), as well as diverse meters and rhetorical figures (like puns, metaphors, and personification).  The texts we read will most likely include Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (anonymous), Divina Trace (Antoni), A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Shakespeare), After Ovid (various authors), Don Juan (Byron), The Italian (Radcliffe), and Dream on Monkey Mountain (Walcott). Prerequisites: none. 4 credits.

English 120.02 “Literary Analysis.” No description available.
English 120.03 “Literary Analysis.”  In this section students will explore the ways in which form and figure interact with cultural assumptions.  Course readings will include a variety of poems, stories, and a novel, as well as introductory essays on different methods of literary analysis.  Assignments are geared toward learning how to turn raw encounters with literature and criticism into persuasive critical evaluations. Prerequisites:  none.  4 credits.

English 120.04 “Literary Analysis.”  This section will explore methods of literary analysis for poetry, short fiction, novels, and drama.  We will begin by developing a vocabulary for the discussion and interpretation of poetry and focus on the analysis of imagery, sound, theme, rhyme and meter, and other elements.   We will then turn to close reading of eight or nine short stories and two novels and conclude with a consideration of drama and of the specialized approaches—historical, psychological, feminist and gender, and others—to analyze literature.  Prerequisite: none.  4 credits.

English 120.05 “Literary Analysis.”  In this section students will explore the ways in which form and figure interact with cultural assumptions.  Course readings will include a variety of poems, stories, and a novel, as well as introductory essays on different methods of literary analysis.  Assignments are geared toward learning how to turn raw encounters with literature and criticism into persuasive critical evaluations. Prerequisites:  none.  4 credits.

English 295.01 “Special Topic: Advanced Poetry Seminar.” Visiting professor from the Iowa Writers' Workshop offers a six-week short course in poetry writing. Students who have taken at least one creative-writing course at Grinnell may register for this advanced workshop.  Meets March 10 to May 5. Short course deadlines apply.  Prerequisite:  English 205 or 206.  1 or 2 credits.
English 303.01 “Chaucer” This seminar involves a close study of the Canterbury Tales and possibly some of Chaucer’s dream visions, with emphasis on kinds of narrative, acts of interpretation, and anything else that interests us. For students with sufficient background, there are options of doing reading in Latin, Italian, or French. Prerequisite: English 223. 4 + 2 credits.

English 310.01 “Studies in Shakespeare.”  This course focuses on Shakespeare's last eight plays, written roughly between 1607 and 1611, during the height of Shakespeare's popularity as one of the King's Men, but also during a time of crisis and change for the English theater.  As we look at plays from Coriolanus to The Winter's Tale to Henry VIII, we will consider in particular such questions as why Shakespeare focuses on the genre of romance during this period, how to respond to plays written in collaboration with other authors, and what kinds of experimentation with drama are associated
with these plays.  Prerequisites: English 121. English 223 and 223 strongly recommended. 4 + 2 credits.

English 331.01 “Studies in American Prose II: Contemporary American Life-Writing and the Politics of Self-Representation.” Looking at the work of a variety of American life-writers-Richard Rodriguez, Patricia Williams, John Edgar Wideman, Nancy Mairs, Barbara Ehrenreich, Ben Hamper, Temple Grandin, Art Spiegelman, Cherrie Moraga, and David Wojnarowicz-we will explore the American fascination-even obsession-with life-writing. (One critic has referred to the moment in which we live as the "age of memoir.") We will ask questions about generic hierarchies, identity politics, traumatic injury, truth-telling, constructions of the self, postmodernism's de-realization of the real (and nostalgic turn toward "factual" representation). We will also pay close attention to aesthetic considerations, especially the possibilities of formal experimentation. Prerequisite: English 227 or 228, or permission of the instructor. 4 credits.  
English 360.01 “Seminar in Postcolonial Literature: Imagined Communities.”  In this course we will examine the literary and historical genealogy of concepts such as “civilization,” “the primitive,” and the“modern” in literature about tribes from South Africa, Nigeria, New Zealand, India, and the United States.  How do we define “tribe” in our post-industrial world? What kinds of values, cultures, beliefs are associated with tribes? In what ways do tribes constitute an oppressed group within newly emergent nations? We will examine both sympathetic and critical representations of tribes in the essays and novels of Louise Erdrich, Mahasweta Devi, Witi Ihimeara, Alan Duff,  Keri Hulme.  We will also read critical essays by, among others, Ben Anderson, Coco Fusco, and Marianna Torgovnick.  The objectives of the course are to explore postcolonial fiction in relation to theoretical concepts inherited from disciplines such as anthropology and history about subjects, nations, and narrative forms.  We will also study the relationship between the postcolonial novel and postmodern fiction. Prerequisites: English 224, 225 or 229. 4 + 2 credits.

English 390.01 “Literary Theory: Something Written in the State:  Hamlet and the Play of Language.” Does literature have a role in the regulation of the State?  In Plato’s Republic, poetry is exiled unless and until it can “prove her title to exist in a well-ordered state,” and in Shakespeare’s Hamlet, poetry (or its dramatic equivalent) is instrumental in exposing a “truth” that the State does not wish to express. Using the Republic and Hamlet as our interpretative framework, this course will explore the “ancient quarrel between philosophy and poetry” in selected readings that run the gamut from classical and renaissance philosophers and poets, to more recent ground-breaking essays that utilize Hamlet in order to examine a particular critical problem.  Prerequisites: Junior or senior standing and at least one 300-level literature seminar in the English department.  4 credits.

Environmental Studies 495.01 "Senior Seminar: Historical Ecology." Historical Ecology - embracing landscape ecology, archaeology, history, pre-history, epidemiology, toxicology, climatology, palynology, demographics, and more - is a dynamic new synthesis emblematic of the Renaissance time in which we live.  We will discuss the burgeoniong current literature in this field, with examples from all seven continents.  Prerequisites: advanced standing in Environmental Studies, the natural Sciences, Anthropology, or History and permission of the instructor. 
4 credits.  

French 395.01 & 02 “Advanced Special Topic: Molière: Text and Performance.” Conducted in French. Examines the major works of Molière, both as seventeenth-century texts and as plays staged from the era of Louis XIV to today.  Explores the transformation of textual issues through modern performance practices. Topics covered: social stereotyping and individuality, the representation of women, comedy versus tragedy, religion and heresy, madness and reason, self- awareness and self-delusion. Students may take the course for credit as a Mentored Advanced Project. Prerequisites: French 312 or 313 for 395.01 (regular credit); one seminar-level course in the French department and permission of department for 395.02 (MAP).  4 credits.
Gender and Women’s Studies 495.01 “Senior Seminar: Queer Theories.”  Originally a term expressing homophobic hate, "queer" has since come to name a disparate collection of activists and academics working on issues of sexuality and sexual freedom.  This interdisciplinary course examines contributions made, and disturbances effected, by queer theories in the fields of history, sociology, women's studies, anthropology, philosophy, science studies, literature and the arts.  Keeping in mind the emergence of queer theories out from grass-roots political movements, we will be sure to engage with the queer critique of identity politics from our current situations. Prerequisites: Gender and Women’s Studies 111, one core course from category 2, and four additional credits from core or elective courses (categories 2 or 3), or permission of instructor. 4 credits.

 

General Literary Studies 227.01 (Also German) "Topics in German Literature in Translation." See German 227.01. 
General Literary Studies 295.01 (Also Humanities and Global Development Studies)  “Special Topic: Modern Arabic Literature.”  See Humanities 295.01.
General Literary Studies 295.02 (Also Russian) “Special Topic: Russian Literary Criticism of the 19th and 20th Century.” See Russian 295.01.
General Literary Studies 353.01 (Also Russian) “Major Russian Writers: Tolstoy.” See Russian 353.01.

German 227.01 (Also General Literary Studies) "Topics in German Literature in Translation." The focus will be on representative prose and drama by major 20th century writers from the Federal Republic of Germany, the former German Democratic Republic, Austria, and Switzerland. Among the authors included are Thomas Mann, Bertolt Brecht, Friedrich Dürrenmatt, Anna Seghers, Günter Grass, Heinrich Böll, and Christa Wolf. Readings and discussions in English. Prerequisites: none. 4 credits.

Global Development Studies 295.01 (Also General Literary Studies and Humanities)  “Special Topic: Modern Arabic Literature.” See Humanities 295.01
Global Development Studies 395.01 “Advanced Special Topic: Grassroots Rural Development.”  This course will examine the dynamics of grassroots rural development using perspectives from various disciplines, with some focus on                    

anthropology. What distinguishes "grassroots rural development" and what are the major external and internal variables that affect its planning, implementation, and assessment? We will also examine methodologies, such as participatory planning, that are used to facilitate grassroots development. Case studies will be chosen primarily from Latin America and Africa. Prerequisites: A 200-level cultural anthropology class and Anthropology 280 or Global Development Studies 111 or permission of instructor. 4 credtis.               

History 295.01  “Special Topic: Modern Sub-Saharan Africa.”  An introduction to the processes of political, economic, social, and cultural transformation in various sub-Saharan regions from the slave trade to the present.  In approaching the historical dynamics of trade, migration, disease, forced labor, agricultural and technological development, colonialism, the spread of Islam and Christianity, national independence movements, apartheid, and genocide, the course explores the ways in which human agency and creative adaptability have addressed structural change on a local, regional, and global level.  No prerequisites, but History 105 recommended.  4 credits.

History 295.02  “Special Topic: History of the Family in Early Modern Europe.” This class examines the European family in the period between the Middle Ages and the birth of the modern era.  People defined their families differently across Europe, although many of its institutions were the same across the continent.  Today people still debate the definition of the family.  We will examine family practices and their regulation, the duties of members, and the changing forms of family life over three centuries.  Prerequisites: none. 4 + 2 credits.

History 318.01 “The Many Faces of the 'New' American Woman, 1880-1930.” This seminar will examine the public image and lived experience of three cohorts of women: those who came of age in the 1880s, early 1900s, and 1920s. The goal of the seminar is to explore changes in both women's definition and the popular culture's definition of the "new" woman, and to analyze the ideological debates and social tensions that were manifest in the "new" woman. The "new" woman will be discussed in terms of change and persistence in education, sexuality, family life, professional life, and political life. Included will be the experiences of white women, African-American women, Mexican-American women, Asian-American women, heterosexual and homosexual women, wealthy, middle-class, and working-class women, private women and public women. These variegated female experiences will be placed in the context of a popular culture that sought to define the "new" woman. Common readings will prepare students to select their own research topics to pursue in the second half of the semester. Prerequisite: History 222. 4 credits.

History 339.01 “Seminar in Modern European History: The Holocaust: Interpretation, Memory, and Representation.”  This seminar will examine the origins and execution of the Nazi genocide during the Second World War, as well as realities for and responses of European Jews. We will explore the scholarly debates about the actions and motivations of perpetrators, victims and bystanders in various European countries.  The course will also turn to key issues in the memorialization and representation of the Holocaust after 1945 and focus on the “texture of memory” of Holocaust memorials and museums in the United States and Germany. Prerequisite: History 238 or permission of instructor.  4 credits.
History 341.01 "Remembering Russia's Past: The Memoir in Russian History." The seminar will begin with a careful reading and analysis of a handful of memoirs from imperial and Soviet Russia, from women and men, from noble and worker. Employing special studies from other disciplines and comparative historical analysis, seminar participants will consider the virtues and limitations of memoirs, and the extent to which they conform to a "genre," and thereby either illumine or obstruct our sense of the past. The major project for each seminar participant will be a detailed analysis of one important memoir of the student's choosing, drawing upon our common readings and discussions in order to appraise the usefulness to the historian of that particular account. Students who have completed either History 241 or 242 will find that background beneficial, but any upper division history student may enroll with the instructor's permission. 4 credits.

History 375.01 "The East-Asian Discovery of Europe, 1520-1740." This course will examine the first series of full contacts between Europe and East Asia during the three centuries following the Chinese purchase of a cannon from the Portuguese in 1520. It will focus on the patterns of cultural penetration of the Europeans as well as on the East-Asian responses to Christianity, military technology, and international trade. Readings will include first-hand accounts of mutual perceptions of the European and the East-Asian peoples. Prerequisite: History 275, 276, 277, or 278. 4 credits.
Humanities 295.01 (Also General Literary Studies and Global Development Studies)  “Special Topic: Modern Arabic Literature.” Modern Arabic Literature is a survey of modern Arabic fiction, poetry, plays, and essays. The course will cover major writers from Egypt, Iraq, the Sudan, Palestine, Morocco, Lebanon, and Syria. The focus of the course will be primarily on modernism and modernity, colonial- and post-colonialism, feminism, and other cultural issues
such as subjectivity and tyranny. This course will also consider the ethnic and religious diversity in the Arab world by including writings by Muslim, Christian, Jewish, and Mendaian writers. Students are expected to read at least 8 novels, several short stories, one play, two personal essays and several poems. In addition, students will write several short papers. Prerequisites: English 120, Humanities 101, Humanities 102 or permission of instructor. 4 credits.

Humanities 395.01 “Advanced Special Topic: Religion and Violence.”  Instead of taking religion and violence as pre-constituted categories, we will examine the ways in which religion and violence might constitute each other. We will read certain classic texts on practices of initiation, sacrifice and martyrdom and ask how violence creates boundaries of community. What is the relation between violence and non-violence as categories of thought and action? How have concepts drawn from religion migrated to modern politics? We will read selected texts from anthropology, philosophy and theology. Meets:  February 14 to March 2. Short course deadlines apply. Prerequisites: Third or fourth year standing. 2 credits. 

Humanities 395.02 “Advanced Special Topic: The New Anti-Semitism and the Old.” The course traces the construction of the specific targeting of the Jews as different and dangerous from the early Christian Church to the present. The historical changes that altered the appearance of Jew-hatred will be explored and the presence of anti-Semitism in our contemporary world analyzed. Readings will be from religious, historical, and literary texts, including films. Meets:  April 4 to April 20. Short course deadlines apply.  Prerequisites: Third or fourth year standing. 2 credits.

Japanese 195.01 “Introductory Special Topic: Japanese Comics & War.” This course consists of two parallel activities that occur simultaneously. The first activity is study; students study the history of war in Japanese culture, gradually focusing in on events of the Asian Pacific War (World War II, Pacific Theater). As they study the Asian Pacific War, the students also perform a role-playing activity. They become the people involved in the war. This is accomplished through a series of role playing exercises in which students develop their own characters from 1945 Hiroshima and construct an online community representing the city of Hiroshima as it was just before the end of the War.  Prerequisites: none. 4 credits.

Math 115.02 & 03 (Also Social Studies) “Introduction to Statistics.” This section uses a "workshop statistics" format.  The class meets in a computer lab, and class time provides students with a chance to discover statistical concepts by working at their own pace to analyze statistical data.  This format minimizes lecturing. Instead, the instructor's primary role is to provide individual assistance to students in using statistical software, understanding important concepts, and interpreting statistical results. Prerequisites: two years of high school algebra and second semester of first-year standing, or permission of instructor. 4 credits.

Math 444.01 “Senior Seminar: Advanced Linear Algebra and Frame Theory.” This course will introduce students to frame theory, which is presently an active area of research.  A frame is a generalization of an orthonormal basis for an inner product space.  Students will examine the similarities and differences between orthonormal bases and frames, construct examples, and study special subcategories of frames.  Many of the techniques used in this course are extensions of the abstract topics introduced in Math 215 (Linear Algebra).  Participants do not need to be seniors, but should be prepared for advanced and independent work. Prerequisites:  Math 316 and 321.  4 + 2 credits.

Music 321.01 “Advanced Musical Studies: Orchestration.” This course will focus on practical exercises in arranging pre-existing music for orchestral instruments.  Students will learn about the techniques and capabilities of modern orchestral instruments through the study of representative scores, demonstrations of musical instruments by Grinnell students and faculty, and through orchestration exercises in a variety of compositional styles from the Classical period to the present. Students will learn to use music notation software for producing professional quality scores and parts. Prerequisites: Music 112. 4 credits.
Philosophy 295.01 “Special Topic: Philosophy of Race and Gender.”  Since at least the 1970s, scientists and academics have successfully argued that there is no biological basis for our categories of “race” (usually three are assumed, i.e., White, Black, Asian), but this has not led to an evacuation of racial categories. In fact, it could be argued that racial categories still very much shape our experiences and our sense of possibilities. Likewise, the biological basis for gender in a natural “sex” (i.e., if you are born female, your will come to exhibit feminine behaviors) has been discredited, and yet “sex” continues to function as a naturalized category. What, then, is the source of the power of these categories? From three philosophical approaches - critical race theory, feminist standpoint theory, and phenomenology of race and gender - we will consider the impact of “race” and “sex”/gender through the interrelated histories of the fight against racist and sexist oppression; and through the experience of ourselves as both raced and gendered subjects.  Prerequisites: Philosophy 111 or  permission of the instructor.  4 + 2 credits.                                                       

Philosophy 394.01.  “Advanced Studies in Theories of Value: Arendt.”  Hannah Arendt’s political philosophy is one of the most compelling systematic visions of the place and significance of the political in human life.  In this course we will study a range of Arendt's work, including selections from The Origins of Totalitarianism, The Human Condition, On Revolution, Eichmann in Jerusalem, and the posthumously published The Life of the Mind.  We will also consider contemporary interpretations and appropriations of Arendt's work, including those by Jürgen Habermas, Hannah Pitkin, and Seyla Benhabib. Prerequisites: third year/senior standing and one of the following: Philosophy 234, 235, 242, 263, 264, 265, 268, 336, 393, or permission of the instructor.  4 credits.

Political Science 195.01 “Introductory Special Topic: The United States in World Affairs.” This course will address current U.S. Foreign policy issues through short readings and lectures by visiting speakers with policy experience. Among the basic themes are values, interests and institutions, hopes, fears, money and power; the impact of ideas and public opinion. Three issues - nuclear proliferation, economic globalization and human rights - may get a little extra emphasis. Speakers include Former Asst. Secretary of Defense Larry Korb, Congressman Jim Leach (R-IA) and Steve Rapp, Chief Prosecutor, UN Rwanda Tribunal. Offered Satisfactory/D/F grading only.  Prerequisites: None.

Political Science 295.01 “Special Topic: Race, Gender and the American Welfare State.” This class examines the development of the American welfare state from its precarious beginnings to its current incarnation. Focusing on the effects of race, class, and gender on development of policies such as AFDC, Social Security, and Unemployment Insurance, this course considers the ideas, values, and institutions that comprise the American welfare state. Prerequisites: Political Science 101. 4 credits.
Political Science 295.02 “Special Topic: European Political Theory, 1492-1660:  The Development of Modern State Powers.” When is war just?  Is national sovereignty inviolable?  Should religious authority be inscribed in state constitutions?  Many crucial political concepts and theories of the modern period were forged and tried in Europe between the “discovery” of America and the restoration of monarchy in England in 1660.  We will explore the development and limitations of republicanism, representation, and raison d’etat; state versus popular sovereignty; constitutionalism/contractualism; balance between church and state.  This historical survey will include works by Machiavelli, Luther, Calvin, Bodin, Grotius, and Hobbes.  The course will take account of the historical background and will consider, too, how these texts might bear on current political affairs.  Prerequisites: Political Science 101. 4 credits.

Psychology 295.01 “Special Topic: Sensation and Perception.”  In this course we will discuss how we are able to detect and create meaning from the vast array of stimuli in our environment. This class explores how stimuli are detected, transformed into a language the brain can understand, and ultimately re-woven into a seamless tapestry of colors, flavors, sounds and smells. Prerequisites: Psychology 113. 4 credits.
Religious Studies 295.01 “Special Topic: Polish-Jewish Relations in the 20th Century.”  This course is being offered by Konstanty Gebert, the John R. Heath Professor for 2005-06. An important writer and activist for the Polish underground organization Solidarity in the 1980s, Mr. Gebert is a columnist and international reporter for the Polish independent daily Gazeta Wyborcza. In 1992-95 he covered the Bosnian war for Gazeta. The Polish representative of the US Taube Foundation for Jewish Life and Culture, he is the author of eight books, including the first ever set of commentaries on the Torah in Polish, a history of Israel’s wars since 1967, and a panorama of the European 20th century. 
Based on historical and journalistic records and memoirs, the course will describe, analyze and debate the development of relations between Jews and Poles in Poland in the past century. Models of Jewish identity, from traditional to assimilated to Zionist will be analyzed, and the spectrum of Polish reactions will be discussed. Particular emphasis will be placed on: the development of anti-Semitism in the late 19th and early 20th century, the role of the Church, the growth of intolerance in interwar Poland, the Shoah and Polish reactions to it, Jews and Communism in post-war Poland, and relations after the transition to democracy in 1989. Prerequisites: Religious Studies 111 or second year standing. 4 credits. 
Religious Studies 295.02 “Special Topic: Religious Diversity and and Community Identity.”  What does it mean to be an "American" in the 21st century?  How does religious diversity complicate the task of defining and pursuing the common good?  In this course we will learn how specific religious groups -- Hasidic Jews in Iowa, pagans in small-town Illinois, Christian conservatives in rural Tennessee, Muslims in suburban Chicago, to name a few -- have challenged the civic self-understanding of once-homogeneous (or so imagined) communities.  And we will place those episodes in the context of more theoretical attempts to articulate a shared American identity. Prerequisites: Religious Studies 111 or 2nd year standing.  4 credits. 

Religious Studies 295.03 “Special Topic: The Christian Right in American Culture.”  President Bush has said that Jesus is his favorite philosopher.  Televangelist Pat Robertson has prayed for the demise of Supreme Court justices and foreign heads of state.  Jerry Falwell has blamed 9/11 on abortionists, feminists, and homosexuals.  How representative are these public figures of conservative Christianity in America?  This course will examine the history, theology, politics, and practices of the diverse groups often collected under the umbrella of the "Christian Right."   Along the way we'll look at megachurches, speaking in tongues, Promise Keepers, the feminism of submissive wives, anti-Darwin creationists, and who may be left behind after the Rapture.  Prerequisites: Religious Studies 111 or 2nd year standing. 4 credits. 

Russian 295.01 (Also General Literary Studies) “Special Topic: Russian Literary Criticism of the 19th and 20th Century.” The dominant critical trend in nineteenth-century Russian literary scholarship emphasizes the social function and ideological content of works of art at the expense of the aesthetic or formal.  Criticism itself was often viewed as a tool which was to be used to bring into being socially relevant literature.  The beginning of the twentieth century marked a turning point in the development of Russian critical thought.  Literary scholarship moved towards a reorientation of literary study, towards close analyses of literature and art as autonomous spheres of human activity.  A growing concern with the special and distinctive nature of literary works is characteristic of this period which includes Formalist, Marxist, Structuralist, and Psychoanalytical approaches.  This course will distinguish between literary theory and criticism and will include analyses of literary texts as seen through the eyes of a wide variety of critics starting with Belinsky and the Civic Critics of the 19th century and ending with Shklovsky, Bakhtin, and Lotman. Conducted in English. Prerequisites: 2nd year standing or permission of instructor. 4 credits.
Russian 353.01 (Also General Literary Studies) “Major Russian Writers: Tolstoy.” Tolstoy’s artistic growth through the stages of the early autobiographical fiction, the major novels of the middle period, and the short works of his later life; spiritual development and crisis within context and structure of the literary works, including Childhood, War and Peace, Anna Karenina, The Death of Ivan Ilyich. Conducted in English. Prerequisites: none.  4 + 2 credits. 
Russian and East European Studies 295.01 “Special Topic: Media and Ethnic Conflict.”  This course is being offered by Konstanty Gebert, the John R. Heath Professor for 2005-06. An important writer and activist for the Polish underground organization Solidarity in the 1980s, Mr. Gebert is a columnist and international reporter for the Polish independent daily Gazeta Wyborcza. In 1992-95 he covered the Bosnian war for Gazeta. The Polish representative of the US Taube Foundation for Jewish Life and Culture, he is the author of eight books, including the first ever set of commentaries on the Torah in Polish, a history of Israel’s wars since 1967, and a panorama of the European 20th century. 
Based on an analysis of the role of the media in contemporary ethnic conflicts in the Balkans and in the Middle East, both as participants and as observers, the course will attempt to describe the impact the media have on such conflicts, and their influence on the media. Issues of journalistic neutrality and objectivity will be addressed, responsibility of media for their coverage will be debated. The course will concentrate mainly on print media, though TV coverage will be occasionally analyzed as well. The role of media as active participant will be stressed, and journalistic mistakes and manipulations will be analyzed in depth on the basis of case studies. Prerequisites: 2nd year standing. 4 credits.
Social Studies 115.02 & 03 (Also Math) “Introduction to Statistics.” See Math 115.02 & 03.

Social Studies 395.01 “Advanced Special Topic: Alexis de Tocqueville: Liberty, Democracy, and Revolution.”  An exploration from a variety of disciplinary perspectives of the nature of liberty, democracy, and revolution as they appeared to and were studied by Alexis de Tocqueville.  This seminar will also consider influences upon Tocqueville’s thinking and Tocqueville’s influence on contemporaneous (e.g., J.S. Mill) and later (e.g. R. Putnam, M. Sandel) thinkers.  Members of the faculty from a number of departments may join the instructor in leading the seminar from time to time, and students will be encouraged to study aspects and applications of Tocqueville’s thought in a variety of ways.  The seminar will concentrate upon a careful study of Democracy in America, The Old Regime and the French Revolution, and Tocqueville’s Recollections, but will not be limited to those works.  Students with a reading knowledge of French will find opportunities to use it.  Prerequisites: 200 level work in any two of the following departments: American Studies, Anthropology, Economics, Education, French, History, Philosophy, Political Science, Religious Studies and Sociology.  
4 credits.
Sociology 295.01 “Special Topic: Conflict and Conflict Management.” Examines social scientific perspectives on issues of conflict, violence, and conflict management in contemporary societies, with particular attention to the role of third parties.  Topics include a critical examination of (1) techniques of person-to-person negotiation; (2) Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) techniques, such as mediation and arbitration; (3) restorative justice as an alternative to conventional criminal justice programs; and (4) negotiation, peacemaking, and peacekeeping processes in wars and other violent conflicts.  We will ask whether conflicts at the micro and macro levels have features in common and whether principles of effective micro-level conflict management are equally useful at the macro level. Prerequisite: Sociology 111 or permission of instructor. 4 + 2 credits. 

Sociology 295.02 “Special Topic: Sociology of the Body.”  This course will examine one of the most contested terrains of human experience, the body. In particular, the sociology of the body is a subfield of sociological inquiry and feminist     scholarship to understand how bodies are socially constructed in different societies, cultures, and time periods. In this course we will examine the politics of appearance and the body, how bodies are racialized, sexualized, and gendered, and how social forces shape human bodies and bodily experience. Thus, we will examine the body not merely as a physical object but as a container and expression of the self, as an object of social control, and as a social construction with complex and shifting age, gender, race, and social class meanings. Potential topics include: aging and the body, women's, men's and intersexed bodies, pregnancy and the body, body work, sports, exercise, and athleticism, sex and sexuality, disability, illness and the body, ethical dilemmas related to the body, body objectification, beautification, and mutilation, and the treatment of dead bodies. Prerequisites: Sociology 111 or permission of instructor.  4 + 2 credits.

Sociology 295.03 (Also Anthropology) “Special Topic: Community Empowerment.”  See Anthropology 295.03.

Sociology 295.04 (Also Anthropology) “Special Topic: Managing Enterprise and Innovation: Making a difference in Business and NGO’s.” See Anthropology 295.02.  
Sociology 390.01 “Advanced Studies in Sociology: Organizing for Social Good: Nonprofit and Non-Governmental Organizations.” This seminar examines how nonprofit (and non-governmental) organizations are structured and how they operate, with a particular interest in how some nonprofit organizations are able to sustain an entrepreneurial spirit, high levels of participation by their members, and an organizational culture that fosters internal change, despite continuing financial and other external constraints.  Attention to issues of power, funding, decision-making, leadership, and the interrelations of the organization and its environment. Cases, depending on student interests, may include human service organizations such as welfare departments, community action agencies, and mental health centers; unions; foundations; neighborhood associations; grassroots pressure groups; national service organizations; international NGOs.  Prerequisites:  At least two 200-level sociology courses, or permission of instructor. 4 + 2 credits. 

Sociology 390.02 “Advanced Studies in Sociology: Resistance and Repression in Radical Global Movements.” This course examines the relationship between resistance and social control in emerging radical social movements.  In the last few years, several impressive protests occurred across the world, including mass demonstrations in London, Genoa, Washington, Seoul, Barcelona, Buenos Aires, and Quebec City.  Together these protests represent a global uprising against corporate globalization and neoliberalism.  This course looks at the diversity of this movement, its philosophical foundations, and its repertoire of contention.  Depending on student interest, the course will look at the several case studies, including the Water Wars in Peru and India, the Zapatista struggles in Mexico, the Landless Peasant Movement in Brazil, food sovereignty movements in Europe and Asia, and anarchist movements in the United States. The course also examines multiple forms of resistance, including mass demonstrations, legal challenges, civil disobedience, and direct action.  The last section of the course turns to state repression, looking at how governments attempt to control people’s movements. Prerequisites:  At least two 200-level sociology courses, or permission of instructor. 4 + 2 credits.
New Course added 11/7/05

Theatre 195.01 “Introductory Special Topic: Theatre and Drama in Renaissance Italy.”  Two intertwined developing streams will be followed: (1) the rebirth of comedy in the 15th and 16th centuries as shaped by religious drama, academic interest, the changing church dogma and the courts’ inclination to spectacle and (2) the drive to recreate the Roman playhouse only to conceive a unique theatre form of startling permanence.  Readings will include Roman comedies, sacre rappresentazioni, Boccaccio, Beolco, commedia dell’arte scenari, Machiavelli, Aretino, Caro, Cecchi, and Bargagli; Vitruvius, Alberti, Serlio, Vasari, Barbaro-Palladio, Sabbattini, Torelli.  Etienne Souriau and others’ rubrics about space and time in theatre experience will serve as a conceptual foundation.  Dates: January 24 to March 9.  ½ semester deadlines apply.  Prerequisites: none.  2 credits. 

Theatre 304.01 “Studies in Drama II:  Eugene O'Neill and the American Theatrical Canon.”  Since his death in 1953 numerous critics and writers have tried to dislodge Eugene O'Neill from his position as America's leading playwright. Yet, he remains the most important author in the American theatrical canon. This course will examine the plays of O'Neill against those of his major challengers to this position and attempt to discover the reasons for his continuing pre-eminence.  Prerequisite: A 200-level literature course or permission of instructor.  4 + 2 credits.   
Theatre 304.02 “Studies in Drama II: Post-Colonial Theatre.” An exciting new theatrical genre developed in the second half of the twentieth century, as former British colonies struggled to achieve their independence.  Anglophone postcolonial drama ranges over the globe, addressing the creation of nationhood and of individual identity.  In this course, we will read foundational postcolonial theory and plays of Nigerian Wole Soyinka and Kenyan Ngugi wa Thiongo, as well as anti- and post-apartheid drama from South Africa. We will examine issues of American economic neo-colonization in the collaborative work of Jamaica’s women’s group, Sistren, and of indigeneity, for Canadian and Australian Aborigines and New Zealand Maori.  In addition, we will question what it means to be both “hybrid” and an immigrant to the colonizing center, in British plays by Anglo-Pakistani Ayub Khan-Din, and by Timorese political refugees in Australia.  Throughout this work, we will focus on the way in which postcolonial theory is addressed by both the forms and content of this new drama. We will also use recent postcolonial films like East is East (England), Once Were Warriors (New Zealand) and Smoke Signals (US) to enrich discussion.  Prerequisite: A 200-level literature course or permission of instructor.  4 + 2 credits.  
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