; '

'Dream big dreams
| heahan Virgin, of Collinsville,

frew-up with a passion for poli-
tics — just Hke his fnther,
Randy, a steelworker,

In the summer of 2004, father
and son drove Lo Wood River to see then-
Senate cindidate Bamck Obami. Sheaksan,
mow 23, b fust prachented from Triad
High School.

“This event
was hebd about a
it befdee M
Dbama becume 2
national sensation
Tor hds keynole P
speech at the 2004 |-
Democratic Ma-
tional Convention |
in Boston on be-
hali of Democratic
presidential nomi- Obama and Sheahan
niee John Berry.”

Sheahan (pronounced SHAY-yen), who
gradieated from Grinnell College in lowa
with a political science degres, was Bn-
pressed by how genuine, down-to-carth amd
charsmatic Obasma was, and asked him o
sigm an “Obama for Senate™ vard sign.

*He didd 5o ody my hack, writing “To
Sheahan, dream hig dreams,™ They posoed
for a photo together.

ﬂhmmlmagil't.h!uh!

*He makes you fieel that in that dne split
second you've shaken his hand, he's focus-
g og o,

His father broaght the photo along in
Jomunry 2005 when newly elected Sen.
Ohama stopped (n at the Inbor temple in
Granite City, Obama wrote, “To Sheahan,
Thanks for all the hard work in Towal”
Sheahan campaijned for John Kerry and
other Democmtic candidates when he was
a college freshman at Grinnell,

In Discember 2007, during the lowa e
cus, Ohama spoke st Grinnell. sheahan
wis I The Arst mow,

*I pot a magazine signed and o hand-
shake.”

By now you may have figured, Sheahan
in a collector — like his dad.

"1 lhave tons of stuff, I keep a lot in shad-
o haed 've Invested fin Dhad has buttons
and things from Eennédy's and
Humphrey's cnmpaign. I'm trying to pre
serve my stufl.”

Sheahan hopes the new president will
e 2 unviter.

“Twant people to be brought together o
Hitle mose. What used to torm me off about
politics 15 the divisiveness, the vitriolics.
I'm turned on by his message of overcom-
ing that.”
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