
In addition to the enclosed information about your own course ratings, below is a summary of 
the frequency of responses, across all courses at the college, for each item on the form 
(questions 1 through 6).  These values may help you interpret numerical scores in the context 
of general group norms.

Thank you for participating in Grinnell College's system of course ratings.  I hope that you will 
find both the summary report and the text responses helpful.
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Percentages may not appear to add to 100 due to rounding.

The course sessions were conducted in a manner that 
helped me to understand the subject matter of the course.
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The instructor helped me to understand the subject matter 
of the course.
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Work completed with and/or discussions with other 
students in this course helped me to understand the 
subject matter of the course.
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The oral and written work, tests, and/or other assignments 
helped me to understand the subject matter of the course.
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Required readings or other course materials helped me to 
understand the subject matter of the course.
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I learned a lot in this course.Q6:
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Along with frequency counts, you will notice that the course summary report utilizes statistical 
margins of error or "confidence intervals" to depict the quantitative ratings.  Averages may be 
useful for getting a sense of central tendency, but these data are not precise enough to make 
fine distinctions.  Confidence intervals help readers to avoid over-interpreting small numerical 
differences or erroneously assuming that we have obtained a precise number for a given 
course.  For a class that enrolled very few students, for example, if you see that the confidence 
interval spans nearly the entire range of scores, there is a message here about the quality and 
usefulness of this piece of information.
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