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O iOverview

• Survey of young Grinnell College alumnae/i
• Contacted 3‐, 5‐, and 10‐year‐out classes

– In the 2009 administrative cycle, included graduates 
from 1999, 2004, & 2006

• Collected responses between April 2010 & July 2010
• 239 responses from 756 contacts  32% response rate
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Perception of Grinnell CollegePerception of Grinnell College
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Satisfaction with Grinnell educationSatisfaction with Grinnell education
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Communications to and from the CollegeCommunications to and from the College
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Alumni ratings of skills, knowledge, & abilities 
enhanced by Grinnell Collegey g

Graduates identify most 
strongly with aspects 
describing habits of 
mind s ch as e al ating More generalizedmind such as evaluating 
ideas, acquiring new 
knowledge, & thinking 
clearly.  These are 
cornerstone goals of a 
Grinnell education asGrinnell education as 
articulated in the 
Mission Statement.

Occupational training, in 
terms of acquiring a 
particular job after 
graduation or preparing 
for a particular 
occupation, does not 
characterize a Grinnell 
d ti i th f

More specific

education in the eyes of 
respondents.  While the 
habits of mind (above) 
help describe what a 
Grinnell education is, the 
occupational items help

Grinnell College Institutional Research, October 2010
Not at all Greatly

occupational items help 
describe what a Grinnell 
education is not.



Pattern of study outside of the major &
h t f t dcoherence to course of study

Describe the pattern of courses you completed

Students who felt they had aFor example, double major 
d t h l t d

Broadly 
Distributed

Tightly 
Focused

Students who felt they had a 
tightly focused pattern of 
courses were somewhat less 
satisfied that their course of 
study resulted in a coherent 
undergraduate experience

graduates who completed a 
concentration and described 
a disparate selection of 
courses outside the major 
were more likely to feel their 
course of study had 
coherencecoherence. 

Coherence to course of study
Less More Science majors with a tightly 

focused pattern of study and with 
a concentration were more 
satisfied with the coherence of 
their course of study.
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Most rewarding academic experiences at Grinnell
Top ten most frequently identified items, by class year

Alumni 3 years out Alumni 5 years out Alumni 10 years out

#1 An advanced course in my major An advanced course in my major An advanced course in my major

#2 An off‐campus study program Completing a course taught by an  An off‐campus study programp y p g p g g y
instructor with a reputation for being 
demanding

p y p g

#3 An advanced course outside my major A special topics course The Tutorial

#4 The Tutorial An off‐campus study program An advanced course outside my major#4 The Tutorial An off campus study program An advanced course outside my major

#5 A Mentored Advanced Project (MAP) The Tutorial A performance, recital, or 
presentation

#6 Completing a course taught by an 
instructor with a reputation for being

A Mentored Advanced Project (MAP) A special topics course
instructor with a reputation for being 
demanding

#7 An internship or externship A senior thesis or project for my major Completing a course taught by an 
instructor with a reputation for being 
demanding

#8 A special topics course A hands on component or application A summer research experience (not a#8 A special topics course A hands‐on component or application 
of knowledge

A summer research experience (not a 
MAP)

#9 A performance, recital, or 
presentation

An advanced course outside my major A senior thesis or project for my major

#10 A senior thesis or project for my major A summer research experience (not a  An interdisciplinary course or 
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MAP) coursework that crossed disciplinary 
boundariesNote consistency among 

top themes across years



How frequently did you discuss the following 
i h d i & h i h?with your adviser, & how important was each?

Course 
selection

Educational Personal issues 

Frequency
Importance

They’re all “pretty important.”Seen as quite important and
frequently spent time on it.

goals

Academic

& life choices
Scales for Never to 
Often, (Frequency) and 
Not important to Very 
important (Importance), 

di t f th tAcademic 
program

C ll li iP t d t

Career plans radiate from the center 
of the diagram outward.

Largest “gaps.”

College policies 
& procedures

Graduation 
i t

Post-graduate 
options
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requirements



Overall, how would you evaluate the quality of 
d i d i i i d?academic advising you received?

ExcellentExcellent
32.2%

Good
42.6%

PPoor
5.7%

Fair
19 6%
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19.6%



Most rewarding co‐curricular activities at Grinnell
Top ten most frequently identified items, by class yearp q y y y

Alumni 3 years out Alumni 5 years out Alumni 10 years out
#1 Residence life (residence halls) Residence life (residence halls) Residence life (residence halls)

#2 On campus employment Instrumental or vocal music On campus employment#2 On‐campus employment Instrumental or vocal music On‐campus employment

#3 Varsity athletics On‐campus employment Varsity athletics

#4 Community service or 
volunteerism

Varsity athletics Community service or 
volunteerismvolunteerism volunteerism

#5 Instrumental or vocal music Mentoring, teaching, or tutoring Instrumental or vocal music

#6 Politics, activism, or 
empowerment issues

Community service or 
volunteerism

Politics, activism, or 
empowerment issues

#7 Intramural or club sports Politics, activism, or 
empowerment issues

Intramural or club sports

#8 Mentoring, teaching, or tutoring Intramural or club sports Theatre or dance 

#9 Cl b i t t Cl b i t t L j t/th#9 Club or interest group Club or interest group Language or project/theme 
house

#10 Theatre or dance Language or project/theme 
house

Mentoring, teaching, or tutoring
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Opportunities for alumni

I feel well‐informed
College

I don’t get enough info

Negative Positive

I’m positively impressed

It’s getting better

W ll i f d

College 
reunions & 
events

Not appealing

Has gone downhill

I d ’t t h i f Well‐informed

Highly rewarding

Growing more appealing

Volunteer 
activities

I don’t get enough info

Negative reaction

Has gone downhill

I feel well‐informed

I’m enthusiasticCollege 
networks

I don’t get enough info

I’m not satisfied

It’s getting better

I give consistently

College provides good info

Used to be better

Philanthropy

I’m not inclined 

Not enough info
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College provides good info

It’s getting better

Philanthropy Not enough info

Have diminished



How likely is it that you would recommend 
G i ll C ll i d ?Grinnell College to a prospective student?

100%
Overall, 89 percent of young 
alums definitely or probably

11.9%

15.2%
12.2%

6.9%
12.7%

100%

Definitely not (and/or

alums definitely or probably
would recommend Grinnell 
College to a prospective student.

15.2% Definitely not (and/or 
no longer do so)
Probably not

Maybe
81.2%

69.6% 75.5%

Maybe

Probably would

0%

Definitely would 
(and/or currently do)
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3 years out 5 years out 10 years out



Additional educational experiences

100%

How effective was Grinnell in helping you 
gain access into the next level of your 

education?
100%

How effective was Grinnell in preparing 
you for the content of your advanced 

studies?

43.2%

6.2%
12.5% 11.6%

100%

29.5% 35.7%
42.2%

7.7%

100%

41.1% 39.5%

49.4%
42.9% 46.5%

59.0% 58.9%
51.1%

0%

3 years out 5 years out 10 years out

0%

3 years out 5 years out 10 years out
Overall, 88 percent of young alums indicated that Grinnell was effective or extremely effective in helping them gain access into the next 
level of their education.
Overall, 88 percent of young alums indicated that Grinnell was effective or extremely effective in helping them gain access into the next 
level of their education.
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Responses from 180 alumni who reported on accessing additional educational experiences beyond Grinnell (training, degrees, or certifications) .  
239 survey responses overall  75% pursued further education.

92 percent said Grinnell College was effective or extremely effective in preparing them for the content of their advanced studies.92 percent said Grinnell College was effective or extremely effective in preparing them for the content of their advanced studies.



Quality of academic advising &
i f i i h ll f dsatisfaction with overall course of study

Are you satisfied thatAre you satisfied that 
your course of study 
contained what you 

needed for an 
appropriate liberal arts 

education?

Satisfied

Dissatisfied

P E ll t
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Overall, how would you evaluate the quality of 
academic advising you received at Grinnell?

Poor Excellent



Quality of academic advising &
i f i i h ll f dsatisfaction with overall course of study

Are you satisfied thatAre you satisfied that 
your course of study 
contained what you 

needed for an 
appropriate liberal arts 

education?

Likely to recommend Grinnell?
Less MoreSatisfied

How likely is it that you
Dissatisfied

How likely is it that you 
would recommend 
Grinnell College to a 
prospective student?

Poor Excellent
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Overall, how would you evaluate the quality of 
academic advising you received at Grinnell?

Poor Excellent



Questionnaire instrument
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