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Current Events Columns

By Ross Preston

Damn, that was fun. We should do this again sometime. 
What are you doing next month? Oh, you have tons of 

free time and feel like making something of those voices 
in your head you think might be funny? Make yourself 
useful, and stop by our meeting on Sunday, September 

28, in ARH 312 (Classics Seminar Room).

http://web.grinnell.edu/groups/b_and_s/ 

[fakepapr]

Jerry Seinfeld once 
said that a comedian’s 
maturity could roughly 
be compared with that 
of a growing human be-
ing.  If someone had 
only been doing stand-
up for two years, that 
person’s act struggled 
with the same grow-
ing pains a two year-old 
might be experiencing in 
a new, foreign world. 	

I would say that 
Seinfeld’s model could 
also be applied to satiri-
cal newspapers at small 
Midwest liberal arts col-
leges. Here at Grinnell, 
The B&S is entering its 
sixth year of existence, 
and I think that it’s found 
a certain role on campus. 
We certainly have had 
a few run-ins with the 
powers that be, most 
notably from our article 
on Osgood that showed 
his Facebook profile, 
and on an article about 
Alberto Gonzales. But 

for the most part, it’s not 
our intention to be overly 
sardonic or insulting. 
Unlike The Onion, our 
general subject is not 
a gargantuan capital-
ist society where Curi-
ous George is (still) the 
President; it’s a small, 
pleasant academic com-
munity where, let’s face 
it, students have it pretty 
good. The B&S can best 
be thought of as a light, 
if somewhat wrong-
minded poke, and we 
hope our articles reflect 
a newspaper that strives, 
above all, to be funny. 

I first encountered 
the paper on my prospie 
visit when I was a senior 
in high school. The first 
issue of Volume 5 was 
out (which include the 
aforementioned Osgood 
exposé and “Grinnell 
Student Declares Inde-
pendent Bong-Making 
Major”), and I couldn’t 
believe my eyes. I had 

written op-ed columns 
at my high school, which 
were about politics and 
generally elicited such 
favorable comments as 
“You use a lot of big 
words” or “I really liked 
the first paragraph but 
then you lost me.” But 
the prospect of being 
able to “make shit up and 
get paid for it,” as one of 
our flyers bluntly adver-
tised, was overwhelming 
and one of the things 
that influenced my deci-

word that only seems 
to be used when news-
papers no longer exist. 

This year we hope 
to implement several 
changes, relating to 
both form and content. 
We will be working on 
our layout, which has 
worked for us in the past 
but could be slightly 
more aesthetically pleas-
ing. We have done away 
with our “This Month’s 
World’s Worst Person In 
History (Besides Hitler)” 
feature, which we felt 
lacked consistency from 
issue to issue and was 
also a little off target. 
We’ve added an Info-
graphic, and have also 
syndicated a new car-
toon series called “Mar-
ried To The Sea” that 
we’re excited about. We 
will also be distributing 
copies of the paper in 
certain academic build-
ings, because professors 
need ridiculous headlines 

too. And we have two 
new sophomore editors, 
Matt Imber and Adam 
Weil, who will soon be 
learning the rigors of 
using InDesign and win-
ning food fights against 
the S&B despite being 
greatly outnumbered.

As always, we ap-
preciate feedback, and 
that can be sent to [fake-
papr]. We’re still sticking 
with our policy of not 
disclosing who wrote 
each individual article, 
because our writers got 
tired of fans interrupt-
ing them at the Din-
ing Hall for autographs 
and sending count-
less pieces of fan mail. 

And just remem-
ber: any resemblance in 
our articles to any real 
events or people on cam-
pus is purely coinciden-
tal, except when it isn’t. 
You know who you are. 

sion to come to Grinnell.
Now, as the new 

editor-in-chief, my per-
spective is slightly more 
professional since I’m 
supposed to act like the 
guy in charge and every-
thing, but it’s still easy 
to remember the original 
enthusiasm that attracted 
me to the paper. Seeing 
that same spirit in young-
er writers is what will 
keep the paper going and 
keep it from becoming 
defunct, that unfortunate 
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