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AS’A'COROLL RY to the current

" focus on‘various Israeh-Palestlman

peace conferences and’ symposia,

‘ _ and indeed “networked” into if,isa
" new preoccupatlon with Israeli Jew-

ish women's peace groups, promot
ed’'as an arena in whlch ‘gender. dif:
ferences are sallent ‘Less ‘interes
now: exists in' examining woinen'in

the nationalist camp, whose militant ;
attitudes — opposition to'territorial -

. compromise — equals those of thelr
. male counterparts.: .

Maybe we should' re- evaldate
what is really happening. -

It is with a deep sense of frustra-a

_ tion that I find myself watching an
¢ important movement develop on @ . -

. the sidelines of the national arena -~
that has llttle to do with the reallty' :
- of - the .

“grassroots-people-. level.”

" Today, ‘with the intifada about to

. neighbourhoods, including the areas .
outside ‘the city centres,- to. work:

i enter its 20th month, the ‘various

peace groups continue to. avoid pen-
etrating thie development towns and

. among the grassfoofs. frameworks
: and talking with the people: ™

"The People ‘who véted Shas Li-

"+ kud and even Tehiya; the People

who remain unrepresented at inter-
national conferences because they

" 'may not have a matriculation diplo- "

ma, let alone a Ph.D.; the People
who moved across the Green Line'

~beéduse they ‘could neither-afford}

, nor~ obtain, - mortgages for .. apart-«

ments in areas like the German Col-

- ony or Baka in Jerusalem, or Herz-

.. People who don’t get sabbatrcals,
" leaves -of absence, or temporary
-;'transfers :that allow themi to  re-

liya Pituah or Ramat Hasharon the

charge in the pleasant environs of a

‘- foreign clty

, the vegetable vendors ask. Do the

SO WHAT IS the purpose of peace
conferences held abroad in English;

El1t1sm

taxrdnvers the office cleanmg womi--
en and factory workers; the postal _
clerks, civil service secrétaries and
day-care centre metaplot even know

what went on some time ago at Co- !

lumbia University or at the Hague? :

Could quiet dialogue between those .
who believe we must negotrate with. :
the PLO and those who-view the

PLO as an unreliable. partner . for fig
;-negotratnons have taken place Ain

their neighbourhood? -

I am not so naive as to suggest
. that there are no people in our com-: .
munity whom no amount of dia-"
logue ‘can change. But does this not
apply'as well to thé:PLO arid théir
followers (with-:whom«I.agree we

r

. must havé a dtalogue) and to whom

the “activists”
sole  attention? -

are. devotmg therr

that are attracting media attention -
here and abroad — such as Women in
Black, Shani;
Polltlcal Prrsoners ~ one has to ask:
. Who are they? For whom do they

pears, to be: No: One fails_to, frnd
-many.‘‘typical ‘Israeli women’!

The “‘typical Jewrsh Israell wom-
, ", if she is over 27, tends to be .
'mamed wrth one or more children;
he. votes,: she shares -responsibils. -
‘ities for the household with her hus-
- band - though the divisions are not
itemized in an unwritten contract -

‘career.” She isnot stupid — though,.

‘miore ¢concérnéd Wlth daily problems |
f family and overdraft than politics;
..and, like him, does not always treat
he price of milk. asa political issue.
; She is unrepresented in the Wom:
n’s Lobby and snubbed by the aca’

demics and other professionals 1n i

“the ‘“women’s peace movement,’

" 'who see her as shallow and simPle‘

helr ethmc and class boundanes" iy
- Unfortunately,” the" answer: ap- -

mong.their;; demonstrators or at’,

vand she has a.“job,” as opposed to a
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bias against one’s Jewish sisters.

* A promment leader, featured
constantly in radio and newspaper
. interviews, -at_ conferences. and on
trips . abroad = where.- she _invites

out against the oppression ‘of Pales-.
. tinian women -has more than once.

- stated for the récord her distaste for’

the. “levantrmzatlon” of Israeli soci--
ety and for women who do not mea-
sure up to her intellectual and cul-
~“tural standards.'She and more than
a few of her col]eagues and political
sympathizers —'male ‘as well as fe-

ike her husband, she is. probably: male - may indeed be quoted more

often in the English- language media
to American and European audi-.
ences, who, out of either ignorance
‘or prejudice, share her biases, but
the. People by socio-osmosis know
and understand the picture. . :

Is it possible to build.the neces-
sary forces ‘within our society. to

“change the disastrous course of our, -

cooption intd their ranks ‘In plain ’, people:who must.be7attracted are’
Enghsh - the ‘typical Israeli woman * :.the . ones ‘who_ know they are de-

minded and, therefore, unworthy of government when, numerrcally, the; '

1 is ignored where ‘she :is not-looked
* down upon by the very people who
claim to be femlmsts : "

,,,

ELITISM on the Israell left in gen
- eral, and in the peace camp in par-
- ticular, is the greatest danger-'to -
g achrevmg progressive goals in Isra-
el. It is very easy for an Israéli pro-
fessor td engage in dlaldgue with:her
. ‘Palestinian’ cournitérpart ‘o1’ to" feél

like a heroine when a cabdriver yells _

"_ ‘out abusive and se)ust obscenmes at

Women for. ‘Women

speak and to whom do they address :

their concerns? Are they expanding
and reaching out to women across

7

- demonstrations. -, "
Looking at the womnen’s' groups

.'What. is ‘more’ difficult and ‘far
‘more painful — though less immedi- .
ately gratxfymg and less worthy of a_

,news release ~ is ﬂrst to admit to
oneself. that the racism agamst Ar-
abs one deplores in parties like Te-
- hiya and Moledet has a closer rela-
- tionship -than one. wishes to
acknowledge to the ethnic and social

splsed" I beheve 1t is nott i

; The- dlalogue wrth our enemy
must continue. But, in order to have
dialogue with them patiently
searching for ¢ommon: denomina-
tors while self-nghteously avoiding

“:American Jewish.women to speak -

_dialogues within our own communi-;

ty is not going to bring about ta peace :

settlement

The time has’ come’ for the ‘activ-.
ists” in the _peace. camp partlcular-
‘ly women - to move beyond their,

closed circles and examine  the tac-,

tics and strategles for enlargmg and; :

advancmg the ¢ movement,
cisely , in order  that -the;’ tentative
 signs of a. shift in. public’ opinion

- towards recognizing the need for.

territorial compromlse can be
remforced AR R SO

The writer is a graduate student at the
Hebrew Umverstty
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