
 
 

TUTORIAL SUMMARY SHEET 
2008-2009 
 

 

A. Russia in Revolution: Literature, Art, Film (Armstrong) 

B. Arctic Thaw and the Earth Systems (Aspler) 

C. August Wilson’s Literary Legacy: “The Pittsburgh Cycle” (Barlow) 

D. “I am neither from here nor from there”: Immigrant Identities (Benoist) 

E. The Price of the Ticket:  Race and American Political Development (Bensonsmith) 

F. Walls, Door, and Mirrors: Immigration Policies and Politics in the Contemporary U.S. (V. Brown) 

G. Love Desired: The Trouble with Love in German Literature (Byrd) 

H. The Power of Maps (Carter) 

I. The Sistine Chapel (Chasson) 

J. Humanities I: The Ancient Greek World (J. Cummins) 

K. Technology and Place: Transportation, Communication, Computation (Davis) 

L. Secular, Spiritual, Religious? (T. Dobe) 

M. Autism Explored (Ellis) 

N. Numbers (French) 

O. The Ring of the Nibelung (Gaub) 

P. Color, Culture and Class (Gibel Mevorach) 

Q. Literature, Intertextuality, and Philip Pullman’s His Dark Materials (Herold) 

R. Community Organizing: Empowering People, Effecting Change (C. Hunter) 

S. the Onion, Sarah Silverman, and Flatulence: Why are Funny Things Funny? (Hutchison) 

T. Communicating About Global Warming to Facilitate Social Change (K. Jacobson) 

U. Ghost Stories (Kapila) 

V. The Language of Color: Practice and Perception in Culture and Art (Kluber) 

W. Place and Space: Through Process to Product (Levandoski) 

X. The Uses of Introspection (Lopatto) 

Y. Humanities 101: The Ancient World: Homer and Fifth Century Athens (Mease) 

Z. From Text to Image: the French New Wave and the Transformation of Cinema (P. Moisan) 

AA. Economics Goes to the Movies (Powell) 

BB. Trouble Helix: How Modern Genetics Has Changed Our View of Humanity (Praitis) 

CC. The Making of Human Rights (Prevost) 

DD. Genealogies (Rietz) 

EE. Almost Human (Schimmel) 

FF. Infinity (Shuman) 

GG. The Scientific Gold Rush: Prescription Drugs (Sieck) 

HH. Computers: Facts, Misconceptions, and Ethical Issues (Walker) 

II. Am I a Caveman? Imagining the Human Past (Whittaker) 

JJ. Biotechnology:  Bountiful Harvest or Bitter Harvest? (Robertson) 



Last Revised: 07/21/2008 1:42 PM 

 
 

TUTORIALS 
2008-2009 

 

 
A. RUSSIA IN REVOLUTION: LITERATURE, ART, FILM 

Todd P. Armstrong 
 

The new Russia, as it struggles to find its identity in an era of momentous change, often looks to its past 
to chart the future. This tutorial will examine Russia's revolutionary past and specifically the exciting and 
culturally dynamic period from the turn of the century to the thirties, as both created and interpreted by 
great Russian cultural figures—writers, artists, and filmmakers. We will consider the vibrant literary and 
artistic era of the Russian Avant-Garde; the cataclysmic change ushered in by the Russian Revolution; 
and the establishment of the totalitarian doctrine of Socialist Realism. Tasks of textual analysis, 
research, and written and oral expression will be organized around works of literature, including Boris 
Pasternak's Doctor Zhivago, Yuri Olesha's Envy, and Valentin Kataev's Time, Forward!; the artistic 
creations of the Russian Avant Garde; the films of Sergei Eisenstein and Dziga Vertov; and other cultural 
texts.  
 

B. ARCTIC THAW AND THE EARTH SYSTEMS 
Larry Aspler 

 
Recent global warming is amplified in polar regions. With increases in surface air temperatures at twice 
the global average, the Arctic is heating up more rapidly than any other inhabited region on the planet.  
Having adapted to cold conditions, Arctic environments and peoples are living the consequences of 
global warming now, not in some distant future. Ironically, even though the human-induced drivers of 
global warming originate outside of the Arctic, the consequences of thaw in the Arctic will be felt 
worldwide. In this course we adopt an interdisciplinary approach to focus on global warming and Arctic 
Earth systems. We will examine the dynamic network of physical, chemical, and biological processes 
linking the geosphere, the atmosphere, the biosphere, the hydrosphere, and the cryosphere. We will 
also consider the anthrosphere, and examine the social, economic, and political implications of the Arctic 
thaw. Some specific topics include: periglacial geomorphology and melting of the cryosphere (the most 
visual manifestation of global warming); Arctic physical oceanography; warming-induced species 
migrations; long-distance transport of pollutants from industrialized regions to the Arctic and enhanced 
concentrations due to melting; the north as a “frontier” and a “homeland”; the survival of the Inuit 
peoples; circumpolar internationalism; and competing national claims for Arctic lands and waters. 
 

C. AUGUST WILSON’S LITERARY LEGACY: “THE PITTSBURGH CYCLE” 
George Barlow 

 
His ten-play, theatrical saga—alternately called “The Pittsburgh Cycle” or “The Century Cycle”—has 
secured for August Wilson a permanent place alongside Eugene O’Neill, Arthur Miller, Tennessee 
Williams, Amiri Baraka, and all of the great American playwrights.  Each chapter in this saga explores 
the hope, heartbreak, and heritage of the African American experience in the twentieth century.  
Wilson’s most famous plays are Fences (1985), which won a Pulitzer Prize and a Tony Award; The Piano 
Lesson (1990), a Pulitzer Prize and the New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award; Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom 
(1982); and Joe Turner’s Come and Gone (1984).  In this tutorial, we will study these plays and two 
others, Seven Guitars (1995) and Radio Golf (2005), in the context of their historical periods—the 
1910s, 1920s, 1930s, 1940s, 1950s, 1990s.  Wilson never claimed to be a historian, but the story he 
tells in the different decades is solidly grounded in history and the collective will that continues to move 
the black freedom struggle forward.  When asked what he felt accounts for the phenomenal success of 
his plays, Wilson always attributed it not only to his faithful handling of particular historical moments, 
but also to his reliance on black expressive culture in its various forms, especially the Blues.  We will 
read the plays with this in mind as we examine their elements—theme, structure, dialogue, and 
characterization. 
 



D. “I AM NEITHER FROM HERE NOR FROM THERE”: IMMIGRANT IDENTITIES 
Valérie Benoist 

 
This tutorial explores the identity construction of first- and second-generation immigrants to the United 
States.  Readings, films and class discussions will focus on how immigrants negotiate their identity when 
moving to the United States.  Some questions we will discuss throughout the semester are:  how do you 
adapt to the new country and at the same time maintain your traditions and cultures?  What traditions 
are kept and abandoned?  How do the children of the immigrants see themselves culturally?  How does 
their complex cultural identity affect their relationship with their parents?  Course material will include 
books and films about immigrants from India, Puerto Rico, Iran and Mexico. 
  

E. THE PRICE OF THE TICKET:  RACE AND AMERICAN POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT 
Dionne Bensonsmith 

 
This course examines theories of race, historical perspectives on race in the United States, and African 
American political thought. We will focus on three broad and interrelated questions. First, how does a 
society that has an ethos of equality, individual freedom and equality of opportunity articulate, support, 
and promote this vision in its social and political institutions? Second, who is included in this vision and 
who is excluded? More important, what is the rationale for including certain groups and excluding 
others?  Finally, what do U.S. political institutions reveal about the ideas, values, and beliefs that have 
shaped U.S. politics? What do they reveal about Americans’ beliefs with respect to race, class, and 
gender? To answer these questions students will examine materials from a variety of sources focusing 
on race and politics in the United States, including political texts, music, movies, and television/print 
media.   
 

F. WALLS, DOOR, AND MIRRORS: IMMIGRATION POLICIES AND POLITICS IN THE 
CONTEMPORARY U.S. 
Victoria Brown 

 
The United States takes great pride in being a “nation of immigrants” and in the integrating power of a 
democratic political system to create a coherent nation out of diverse cultures. So why the big debate 
today over a “comprehensive immigration policy”? What stands in the way of solving our problem with 
undocumented immigrants and establishing an immigration system suitable for the global era? What 
does this debate tell us about conflicts over what the United States is and who it intends to be. This 
tutorial will use the recent controversies over federal immigration legislation, local immigration statutes, 
and the DREAM Act to explore the economic, racial, cultural, historical, and political factors influencing 
the immigration debate. Students will have the opportunity to analyze U.S. Senate debates, economic 
analyses of immigration’s effect on the U.S., immigration-related websites, the news media’s 
presentation of the issue, and the image of the immigrant in contemporary popular culture. All students 
in the tutorial will have the opportunity to give oral presentations and to prepare a research paper on 
some aspect of current immigration politics and policy. 

 
G. LOVE DESIRED: THE TROUBLE WITH LOVE IN GERMAN LITERATURE 

Vance Byrd 
 

In this tutorial we will explore how German-speaking authors have reflected, interwoven, and 
interrogated biological, psychological, and social theories of love in the last two centuries. As we explore 
how gender, genre, and love’s objects affect the ways romantic yearnings are expressed in texts by 
Goethe, Schlegel, Kleist, Mann, and Süskind, we will also develop our critical thinking skills through 
writing. We will approach writing as a process of creation and revision, in which you will gain a greater 
degree of self-awareness as a writer, take responsibility for your ideas and the ways you present them 
to others, as well as discover how writing plays a crucial role in the development of your thought. 
Writing will be a vehicle for questioning, clarification, and observation as you consider the course topic, 
plan your academic program, and hone your information literacy skills in this course and at Grinnell. 

 



H. THE POWER OF MAPS 
Eric Carter 

 
Feeling lost?  We use maps to find our way, and our place, in the world.  But how often do we think 
about the deeper meaning of maps?  After this course in "critical cartography," you will never look at a 
map the same way again.  We often take for granted that maps are accurate and comprehensive 
representations of reality.  But what kind of decisions go into constructing these representations?  How 
do maps distort reality?  What do maps leave out, and what do these "silences" say about the society 
that produced them?  In this course, we will learn how to analyze maps as texts and reveal their 
rhetorical codes.  We will see how maps serve power and how maps shape our perceptions of space, 
place, territory, and nation.  Specific topics to be examined include: the history of cartography, 
particularly the role of mapping in colonialism and the formation of modern nation-states; the crucial but 
contested role of maps in global politics, for example in boundary disputes, ethnic conflict, and definition 
of world regions; the idea of "counter-mapping" as a means for marginalized groups (e.g., indigenous 
peoples) to support historical claims to land and territory; and how new geospatial technologies -- 
including GPS (Global Positioning System), GIS (geographic information systems), remote sensing, and 
online mapping (e.g., Google Earth) -- transform the way that we produce, visualize, and consume 
maps.  Finally, in time for the 2008 presidential election, we will apply our "critical cartography" skills to 
analyze the uses of mapping in media coverage of electoral politics. 

 
I. THE SISTINE CHAPEL 

Timothy Chasson 
 

What can we know about how works of visual art communicated to the beholder in the Renaissance?  
Why does there continue to be disagreement about the functions and meanings of many of these works?  
The fresco cycles in the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican, of which Michelangelo’s paintings of the 
beginnings and end of time are the centerpiece, may serve as a test case.  Historical inquiry will expose 
contradictory responses to the chapel’s paintings already within the culture of the Renaissance 
(conflicting ideas about the nature of art and the public’s ability to understand it, about the role of art in 
religion, about concepts of the papacy itself).  To explore these issues and the significance of the chapel, 
we will draw on Renaissance texts and recent criticism, the Hebrew Bible and Christian scripture, as well 
as Renaissance music and literature, including Michelangelo’s poetry and how he was perceived by 
biographers in his own time. 

 
J. HUMANITIES I: THE ANCIENT GREEK WORLD 

Joseph Cummins 
 

This tutorial will be an introduction to the liberal arts through reading, comparing, discussing, and 
writing about several classic works which stand at the beginning of the liberal-arts tradition.  More 
specifically, the course will be an introduction to poetry, history, and philosophy by way of some of the 
most famous works produced in ancient Greece.  We will begin with epic poetry, reading both the Iliad 
and the Odyssey.  Then we will turn to three examples of tragic drama: Aeschylus' Agamemnon, 
Sophocles' Oedipus the King, and Euripides' Bacchants.  We will also study Aristotle's analysis of epic 
and tragedy in his Poetics.  The History of the Peloponnesian War, by Thucydides, will be our example of 
historical writing in prose.  Our last writer will be Plato, who illustrates philosophical questioning, 
reflection, and dialogue in his Defense of Socrates, Crito, and Drinking-Party.  Although our texts are 
chosen to illustrate different types of literature, they are linked by their cultural context, by some 
common techniques of composition, and by many common themes, such as the fragility of human life, 
the basic impulses of human nature, and the question of what makes human life meaningful and 
worthwhile.  In sum, the course is about literature, and the course is about life. 
 



K. TECHNOLOGY AND PLACE: TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNICATION, COMPUTATION 
Janet Davis 

 
Our relationships to the physical world are mediated by the work of human hands and minds: roads 
both connect and divide; cell phone let us talk to anyone, anywhere, anytime; "smart homes" anticipate 
our needs and desires. In this tutorial, we will consider how three major technologies intertwine with a 
sense of place. First, how have transportation technologies influenced the development of American 
cities and towns? Second, how have communication technologies changed our sense of distance and our 
interactions with others near and far? Third, how would our interactions with everyday places change if 
computers were embedded invisibly throughout our environment? For each of these technologies, we'll 
consider how these technologies change our everyday lives and our society.  Is change desirable? Is it 
inevitable? What can we do? 
 

L. SECULAR, SPIRITUAL, RELIGIOUS? 
Timothy Dobe 

 
This tutorial will examine the meaning of secularity, spirituality and religion by asking a series of related 
questions: What is the place of religion in American public and private life?  Is religion marginalized or 
too central? How does spirituality relate to secularity and religion?  How does religious pluralism affect 
American identity? Finally, and perhaps most importantly, how are these questions answered in the 
daily life of Grinnell College? 

 
M. AUTISM EXPLORED 

Ann Ellis 
 

Autism is a developmental condition characterized by difficulties in social communication and by 
restrictive or repetitive behaviors. Some affected individuals couple the typical social and communication 
behavioral patterns with savant abilities, showing astounding numerical, artistic, or musical abilities. 
Although public awareness of autism has increased dramatically in recent years, the etiology of the 
condition is still very poorly understood. In this tutorial we will explore the puzzling questions about 
psychological functioning that surround the spectrum of autistic conditions. Through critical analysis of 
research, fictional and non-fictional texts, and films we will examine the origins and manifestations of 
this condition and finally the question of what it means to live with autism.  

 
N. NUMBERS 

Christopher French 
 

Numbers are at once among the most familiar and the most mysterious things.  In this tutorial, we will 
discuss the beginnings of numbers, considering how civilizations developed their ability to manipulate 
them. Also, we will examine how infants and children learn about numbers and how numerical concepts 
are taught in schools.  We will look from both a historical and mathematical point of view at how and 
why the various number systems were developed, and we will examine how these developments have 
shaped our world.  We will see many examples of how ideas that were first studied out of purely 
theoretical interest have come to have profound impact on our daily lives.  We will look at how modern 
musicians, artists, and writers have incorporated numerical concepts into their works, like Fibonacci 
numbers, the Golden ratio, and complicated sets of numbers like the Mandelbrot set.  We will also 
examine some of the most fascinating individual numbers, like e and π, and see some of the surprising 
ways they are interrelated. 
 

O. THE RING OF THE NIBELUNG 
Eugene Gaub 

 
The Ring of the Nibelung, Richard Wagner’s cycle of four music dramas, is many things:  an adventure 
tale with roots in mythology, a history of the world, a demonstration of the corrupting effects of power 
and of redemption through love, an exploration of the subconscious mind; in short, the Ring tetralogy is 
the most ambitious piece of musical theater ever conceived.  Through a variety of approaches and 
interpretations we will explore the layers of meaning in the work and examine aspects of Wagner 
himself that have made him the most controversial composer in history. 

 



P. COLOR, CULTURE AND CLASS 
Katya Gibel Mevorach 

 
Race thinking dominates ways in which people in the United States differentiate groups of people from 
each other. This tutorial focuses on associations between color and culture in order to examine how 
racial meanings are constructed and made comprehensible as well as how they are routed through 
representations of class. Using a combination of texts -- academic articles, films, newspapers and 
advertisements -- we will explore representations of "whiteness," "blackness," and other "race-d" 
identities in the public arena. Throughout the semester we will interrogate the language, ideas and 
assumptions that give meaning to the different ways we perceive the world around us and through 
which we understand our individual experiences. 
 

Q. LITERATURE, INTERTEXTUALITY, AND PHILIP PULLMAN’S HIS DARK MATERIALS 
Kelly Herold 

 
This tutorial takes an intertextual approach to the study of literature, using Philip Pullman’s His Dark 
Materials as its primary focus of study. Some writers acknowledge their literary and philosophical 
influences; Pullman cites Milton’s Paradise Lost and William Blake’s poetry as major sources for His Dark 
Materials. In this tutorial, we’ll study Pullman’s trilogy and his interpretation and transformation of the 
canonical sources as well as the generic structures that inspired his work in The Golden Compass, The 
Subtle Knife, and The Amber Spyglass. We’ll also discuss issues of narration, audience or readership, 
and medium over the course of the semester.   
 

R. COMMUNITY ORGANIZING:  EMPOWERING PEOPLE, EFFECTING CHANGE 
Chris Hunter 

 
"Organizing," writes activist Si Kahn, "is people working together to get things done."  In this tutorial we 
will examine the theory and practice of community organizing – efforts by people working together to 
improve their neighborhoods, their communities, and their workplaces.  We will focus our attention 
particularly on the organizer and on the organizing effort itself, asking such questions as:  Why do 
people become community organizers, union organizers, or social activists?  How does their activism 
affect them?  What are the skills and roles of a good organizer?  How do organizing efforts work?   What 
strategies and tactics would we use to organize successfully at Grinnell?  We will analyze a range of 
material on organizing, including autobiographical writings, manuals for activists, case studies of 
organizing attempts, and documentary films. 
 

S. THE ONION, SARAH SILVERMAN, AND FLATULENCE: WHY ARE FUNNY THINGS FUNNY? 
Paul Hutchison 

 
A headline in the Onion screams “Shroud of Turin accidentally washed with red shirt”.  Sarah Silverman 
debuts a mock music video on her boyfriend’s television show to let him know she’s “…(expletive)-ing 
Matt Damon”.  He responds with “I’m (expletive)-ing Ben Affleck”.  And from Chaucer’s Summoner’s 
Tale to Mel Brooks’ Blazing Saddles, no humorous device is as timeless as the fart.  Why are these 
things funny?  Why is anything funny?  Why are some things funny to you but stupid or offensive to 
others?  (Comedians like Lenny Bruce and George Carlin were arrested for making people laugh.)  We 
will examine a variety of perspectives on humor. We’ll hear from those who try to create it, those who 
analyze humor as rhetoric, psychologists, anthropologists, and even evolutionary biologists.  Of course 
we’ll also look at funny things as we go (Strictly academic, no laughter will be tolerated!) to see how 
different perspectives help us make sense of humor and see it as a means of understanding human 
beings and their cultures. 

 



T. COMMUNICATING ABOUT GLOBAL WARMING TO FACILITATE SOCIAL CHANGE 
Kathryn Jacobson 

 
The prevailing sense emerging from climate scientists is that we are in the midst of an unprecedented 
period of global warming that will continue to accelerate unless society takes immediate action to 
mitigate greenhouse gas production. Recent polls suggest that most Americans are aware of global 
warming, but less than a third are personally concerned about this issue. Why aren’t all Americans 
galvanized into action by the messages they hear about global warming? Our efforts to address this 
question will focus on the facts of global warming science, what society needs to know, and how the 
message is being delivered. We will also examine social and psychological issues that affect the 
perception of the message by U.S. society. We will conclude the course with an examination of a few 
cases in which individuals and institutions are affecting meaningful behavioral change in their particular 
domains and explore whether their strategies could be more universally applied. 

 
U. GHOST STORIES 

Shuchi Kapila 
 

All of us have heard ghost stories. We have either been scared by them, amused by them, or just 
laughed out loud at their sheer absurdity.  The eighteenth and nineteenth centuries saw a boom in 
writing about ghosts, vampires, haunted castles, spooky manors and the entire paraphernalia of the 
“gothic” that is so familiar to us today.  Many major writers in the English language have given us ghost 
stories--from Dickens to Henry James to Toni Morrison.  In this course, we will study some of these 
literary ghost stories.  What are literary ghosts and monsters? Are they particular to the historical 
moment in which they appear? Do ghost stories provide an escape from an oppressive reality into a 
wish-fulfilling world or exaggerated and distorted versions of the “real” world?  Texts for the course will 
include Bram Stoker’s Dracula, Toni Morrison’s Beloved, Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Black Cat,” and Charlotte 
Perkins Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper.”  We will also practice writing strong sentences, paragraphs, 
and short papers.  We will work on good writing skills such as recognizing transitions, picking 
appropriate topics for essays, organizing essays effectively, and making bibliographies. 
 

V. THE LANGUAGE OF COLOR: PRACTICE AND PERCEPTION IN CULTURE AND ART 
Matthew Kluber 

  
“Color is the essence of landscape, of mood, of our whole perception of the physical world” (Robert 
Kaplan.)  Color both enriches and complicates our human experience and communications. All areas of 
our lives are marked by the use of color; we all make color decisions everyday. Through reading, 
discussion, writing, and practice we will examine color as the result of light and the working of visual 
perception. We will also look closely at the evocative history of color as a source for symbols and 
metaphors in ancient and modern culture and art. 

 
W. PLACE AND SPACE: THROUGH PROCESS TO PRODUCT 

Mark Levandoski 
 

Why do mountains evoke a sense of grandeur?  What meanings do we give to ‘indoors’ and ‘outdoors’?  
Why is your kitchen at home more comfortable than a cafeteria?  Questions such as these underlie how 
humans interact with their environments.  This course will evaluate our interactions with, and our 
perceptions and manipulations of, the physical world, with a particular focus on the built environment.  
As a unifying theme, we will consider how we comprehend and communicate three-dimensional ideas, 
and we will emphasize process as a rubric for achieving complex goals.  We will draw on concepts of 
spatial cognition, architectural design and aesthetics, urban planning, and environmental design.  We 
will attempt to judge the impact of these interactions on our daily lives. 

 



X. THE USES OF INTROSPECTION 
David Lopatto 

 
The observation of one’s own conscious experience has variously been characterized as essential or 
impossible. We will examine psychology’s views on introspection. We will begin the semester by 
familiarizing ourselves with Titchener’s method, including introspection exercises from his early 20th 
century texts.  We will also explore the hypothesis that some forms of modern psychological 
investigation such as guided imagery and biofeedback may be unacknowledged descendants of the 
introspective program. We will examine the proposition that introspection gives one greater control over 
one’s behavior. 

 
Y. HUMANITIES 101: THE ANCIENT WORLD: HOMER AND FIFTH CENTURY ATHENS 

Ellen Mease 
 

A careful reading of select works of ancient Greek literature of various genres (epic, drama, philosophy, 
history) and interpretation of these works through class discussion and in writing.  Lacking a “sacred 
literature” such as the Judeo-Christian tradition, the Greeks took Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey as the 
foundation for their culture, especially during the great democratic experiment in Athens in the fifth 
century BCE.  In the great Athenian drama of the Periclean Golden Age, Homeric heroic virtues were 
adapted to a political environment based on the “citizen-virtues,” and in Sappho’s lyrics the joys of 
peace replaced the rigors of war.  Later, with the collapse of the empire, the science of historiography 
(Thucydides’ Peloponnesian War), Euripides’ ironic drama, and the philosophy of Plato and Aristotle 
sought to describe in new ways the motives of human behavior, the causes of suffering, and paths to 
human happiness. The course takes us through this evolution in Greek thought, the foundation for much 
of later Western literature, philosophy and political theory.  The Tutorial’s main goal will be to improve 
your ability to read, think, speak, and write critically and analytically.  Students will be expected to 
participate actively and often in discussions. 
 

Z. FROM TEXT TO IMAGE: THE FRENCH NEW WAVE AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF CINEMA 
Philippe Moisan 

 
Before the 1960s, cinema in France was not an art form but rather a form of entertainment, If it did 
have artistic pretensions, they were usually to replicate literature or theater – many films were 
adaptations of masterpieces, while others employed traditional narrative structures. Between 1958 and 
1973, the French New Wave revolutionized the way we look at cinema. Young directors, critics turned 
directors, such as Truffaut, Godard, Chabrol, Resnais, and many others, transformed cinema into an art 
form in its own right, not only by using new montage, sound, and lighting techniques, but also through 
self-referentiality. That is, this New Wave no longer referred to great works of literature but to cinema 
itself; this was an enormous cultural revolution. This tutorial will explore this revolution, examining films 
from before and during the New Wave. 

 
AA. ECONOMICS GOES TO THE MOVIES 

Irene Powell 
 

A lot of really good movies purvey really bad economics.  This tutorial will explore the way in which 
economic issues are represented in the movies and will examine the economic views embedded therein.  
The course is intended to encourage critical thinking about economic views in films as narrative devices.  
For example, the controversies of water resource use as depicted in American movies such as Chinatown 
are the same as those raised by China’s Three Gorges Dam project.  Other economic issues we might 
analyze, with their corresponding films, are the problems of nonrenewable resource depletion shown in 
the Free Willy movies (whales) or Dr. Seuss’s rendering of other environmental problems in The Lorax. 
We might also view Traffic (the market for drugs), Wall Street (corporate raiders), and the comedy The 
Associate (Whoopi Goldberg as a victim of economic discrimination).  

 



BB. TROUBLE HELIX:  HOW MODERN GENETICS HAS CHANGED OUR VIEW OF HUMANITY 
Vida Praitis 

 
The human genome project, completed in 2003, was an international effort to determine and make 
publicly available the precise code of ~20,000 genes in the human genome.  Since its completion, 
genetic information obtained from individuals across the globe has been used to shed light on topics that 
range from human migration patterns to the complex relationships between genes and the attributes 
that define who we are.  The project has also raised a number of critical questions that relate to health, 
public policy, ethics, and stigmatization.  This tutorial will look at the impact of the genome project from 
scientific, social scientific, and humanistic perspectives.   
 

CC. THE MAKING OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
Elizabeth Prevost 

 
Does “human rights” denote a universal ideal of the human condition, or is it a Western ideology 
conditioned by place and time?  In this tutorial we will consider the global context for the development 
of human rights discourse and institutions.  Several historical and contemporary case studies will frame 
our investigation of how different groups have attempted to define and enforce the principle of human 
rights in response to absolutism, slavery, colonialism, genocide, and minority rule.  We will also examine 
how Grinnell College’s commitment to social and international justice has engaged with these larger 
movements and debates. 
 

DD. GENEALOGIES 
Henry Rietz 

 
Who are we?  How are genealogies, ancestral narratives, and other “stories” used to create identity?  
How are these identities legitimated and given power?  What is the relationship between history and 
myth?   In this tutorial we will explore ways that “genealogies” are used to create identity and authority 
in a variety of contexts, including families, religions, and institutions such as Grinnell College.   
 

EE. ALMOST HUMAN 
Mariko Shigeta Schimmel 

 
In this tutorial, we will examine representations of robots, androids, and cyborgs from a variety of 
cinematic and literary sources.  In films from Metropolis (1927) to Blade Runner (1982) and beyond, 
images of manmade humanoids speak to the contemporary anxiety over rapidly advancing technologies, 
while addressing fundamental questions concerning humanity.  The physical and emotional intersections 
of man and machine, as explored in the cyberpunk film Tetsuo: The Iron Man (1989) or in the animated 
series Neon Genesis Evangelion (1995-1996), also provide us with opportunities to think about how we 
envision our own bodies through the images of mechanized men and women.  Using images from 
American and Japanese contemporary culture as a springboard for our exploration, we will investigate 
how representations of manmade humanoids have been employed in works of literature and film at 
different points in our modern history, contemplating such topics as machine aesthetics, gender identity, 
and individuality. 
 

FF. INFINITY 
Karen Shuman 

 
This tutorial will explore the infinite and its manifestations both inside and outside mathematics.  For 
millennia, mathematicians and non-mathematicians alike have grappled with the seemingly impossible 
task of quantifying the unquantifiable: there is no largest number. The riddles surrounding infinity have 
produced awe, fear, and denial; some who have studied infinity have been ridiculed, jailed, and 
institutionalized.  Our tutorial will take us from ancient times to the present, acquainting us with great 
thinkers along the way:  Zeno, Aristotle, Galileo, Newton, Cantor, and Russell. 
 



GG. THE SCIENTIFIC GOLD RUSH: PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 
Stephen Sieck 

 
Despite skyrocketing costs, the average American medicine cabinet contains more than 10 different 
prescription drugs.  You are probably familiar with many of these drugs, including Lipitor, Vioxx, Claritin, 
Prilosec, Zoloft and Viagra.  The drug industry argues that the high costs of drugs are necessary to 
develop new and innovative drugs.  In this tutorial we will examine how new pharmaceuticals are 
developed, marketed, and regulated.  We will pay close attention to the process of how a molecule 
becomes a drug, how government agencies regulate drugs, the effect of federal laws and policies on 
these processes including patent law, what kinds of ailments are targeted for drug treatment, and how 
the industry markets drugs to consumers and to medical professionals who prescribe these drugs.    
 

HH. COMPUTERS:  FACTS, MISCONCEPTIONS, AND ETHICAL ISSUES 
Henry M. Walker 

 
Although news articles regularly describe successful computer applications, the popular press also 
reinforces many misconceptions.  For example, after listening to television, one might think that games 
dominate the information technology/telecommunications industry (ICT), when in fact computer games 
represent only about 1.5% of ICT sales in the United States. To distinguish fact from misconception, this 
tutorial will review underlying principles of computer hardware, software, and networks.  The 
widespread use of computers in today's society raises deep questions, such as: "can computers be used 
to solve any problem?", "can we reliably send messages over unreliable communication lines?", and 
"when we receive e-mail, can we be confident who sent it?"  The discussion of computer fundamentals 
will help this tutorial address these and related questions.  This tutorial also will explore principles and 
practices related to computers and ethics.  Discussion questions may include "is it ethical for vendors to 
monitor or change software on an individual's computer without the person's knowledge?", "should e-
mail be considered private?", "can electronic voting machines be trusted?", and "who should be held 
responsible if a computer malfunctions?" 

 
II. AM I A CAVEMAN? IMAGINING THE HUMAN PAST 

John Whittaker 
 

Prehistoric people, especially Neanderthals, continue to fascinate modern Americans. One of the ways 
we understand ourselves is by comparison to others, and ancient “not-quite-humans” help us define our 
own humanity. Through the lenses of archaeology, fiction, and popular culture we will examine the place 
of Neanderthals and other early hominids in the modern imagination. We will consider how we 
reconstruct the past, both through scientific study and fictional speculation, and how we use visions of 
the past to explain ourselves and our place in the world. 

 
JJ. BIOTECHNOLOGY:  BOUNTIFUL HARVEST OR BITTER HARVEST? 
 Diane Robertson 
 

The term biotechnology includes many activities most of which involve harnessing the abilities of living 
organisms.  This tutorial will focus on how these abilities can be harnessed through the use of genetic 
engineering techniques and it will look at their biotechnological applications in a variety of areas 
including genetic engineering of plants and animals, genetic testing, gene therapies, reproductive 
technologies, human cloning, DNA fingerprinting and patenting.  As we examine each of these areas we 
will consider the social implications of these new technologies, the promises made and the risks involved 
in using each, as well as the ethical, legal and economic questions that they raise. 
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TUTORIAL SUMMARY SHEET 
2007-2008 
 

 

A. Our Town: the World at our Doorstep (Andelson) 

B. The Aesthetics of Home (Anger) 

C. African American Autobiography (Barlow) 

D. Environmental Conflict (Brouhle) 

E. The Grace of Sleep or the Ineptitude of All-Nighters (Cabeza) 

F. Humanities I: The Ancient Greek World (M. Cummins) 

G. More than Ourselves: An Exploration of Self-Improvement (Drwal) 

H. Environmental Messages and Messengers:  Silent Spring and An Inconvenient Truth 

(Eckhart) 

I. Climate Change Policy: A Social Science Perspective (B. Ferguson) 

J. Don Quixote and the Modern World (Fernández) 

K. Speaking Truth and Telling Lies (French) 

L. African-American Literary Ties to Russian Intellectual Thought in the 19th and 20th century 

(Greene) 

M. Religion and Politics Across the World (Grey) 

N. Literature, Intertextuality, and Philip Pullman’s His Dark Materials (Herold) 

O. Word & Image (Ho) 

P. The Teller and the Tale (Ireland) 

Q. Storied Landscapes: American Indian Identities through Place and Displacement (Ketter) 

R. Letters: Narratives of the Self (Lobban-Viravong) 

S. Climate Change Policy: A Scientific Perspective (Marzluff) 

T. The Social Politics of Having Children (McClelland) 

U. Weird Music (McIntyre) 

V. Narrative and Identity (Meehan) 

W. Science for the General Public (E. Moore) 

X. Freedom and Authority on the Internet: Conflict, Community, and Control (Rebelsky) 

Y. Coexistence (Rommereim) 

Z. The Aesthetics of Home (Running) 

AA. Dis Lit: Illness, Disability, and Contemporary American Life Writing (Savarese) 

BB. Black Men in Higher Education (K. Scott) 

CC. Will the Lights Go Out Forever? Is there a Solution to Our Energy Needs? (Sharpe) 

DD. Equality and Inequality (Silva) 

EE. Health Care Reform (Sullivan) 

FF. Music in the Balance of Power (Vetter) 

GG. The Growth and Convergence of Scientific Knowledge (Wickramasekara) 

HH. Development as Freedom (Willis) 

II. Icelandic Sagas (Wolf) 

JJ. Artist as Citizen, Artist as Activist (Womack) 
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TUTORIALS 
2007-2008 

 

 
A. OUR TOWN: THE WORLD AT OUR DOORSTEP 

Jon Andelson 
 

Welcome to our town: founded 1854, 41.45 N, 92.43 W, population 8,923. Through the story of one 
small Midwestern community we will engage several large themes: ecological destruction, the 
transformation of space into place, race and gender relations, persistence and change, the rise of 
industrial agriculture, the decline of rural America, and grassroots efforts at community revitalization.  
Through readings, research in archives, field trips, interviews with community members, and a required 
service learning component we will explore notions of place and the relationship between the local and 
the global. “What’s the need of visiting far-off mountains and bogs,” Henry David Thoreau wrote in his 
journal, “if a half-hour’s walk will carry me into such wildness and novelty.”   
 

B. THE AESTHETICS OF HOME 
Jenny Anger 

 
Why does it matter how the spaces we live in look and feel?  What will make a dorm room seem like 
“home”?  Why are there so many do-it-yourself design shows on television?  Why do some people love 
and others viscerally hate the McMansion phenomenon?  Is it possible to have good design that is 
inexpensive and environmentally sound?  To begin to answer these questions, we will consider the 
phenomenology of bodies relating to their dwellings and, through memory, to spaces in their pasts; the 
personal pleasures found in decoration and well designed functional objects; the social implications of 
how we choose to design the settings for our lives; and historical and contemporary artistic responses — 
including those of William Morris, Buckminster Fuller, Yinka Shonibare, and Andrea Zittel — to the 
question of how to live.  In this tutorial, team-taught by a studio artist and an art historian, written and 
oral assignments will be complemented by studio projects that explore the aesthetics of home. 
 

C. AFRICAN-AMERICAN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
George Barlow 

 
From our nation’s beginnings to the present, historians, poets, politicians, and storytellers of all kinds 
have attempted to define and describe Americanness. Taken together, the speeches, documents, and 
various narratives suggest that to be an “American” is something beyond being a citizen of the United 
States. Individual citizens and groups have often felt compelled to claim their Americanness, to argue 
for and justify their symbolic identity against factors such as class, race, ethnicity, gender, religion, and 
region—categories which themselves change in meaning over time. This tutorial will use nineteenth- and 
twentieth-century autobiographies and personal essays to explore African-American authors’ attempts at 
self-definition. We will begin with an examination of chattel slavery in America and two classic slave 
narratives, Frederick Douglass’s Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (1845) and Linda Brent’s 
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861). Selected works by Booker T. Washington, W.E.B. DuBois, 
Richard Wright, Malcolm X, Maya Angelou, and John Edgar Wideman will be considered in the context of 
their respective literary periods. 

 
D. ENVIRONMENTAL CONFLICT 

Keith Brouhle 
 

This tutorial will explore interactions between humans and the natural environment. In particular, we 
will examine competing visions among individuals, states, and societies for the use of natural resources 
for different economic and social objectives. These competing visions could pertain to the ownership and 
uses of and access to physical resources (e.g. oil, diamonds, and timber) as well as the natural 
environment (e.g. atmosphere and oceans). We will consider the role resources play in driving economic 
development and the extent to which the quest for control over natural resources leads to conflict. The 
class will draw on historical and modern examples of environmental conflicts in a global context. 
  



E. THE GRACE OF SLEEP OR THE INEPTITUDE OF ALL-NIGHTERS 
Rafael Cabeza 

 
Our modern understanding of sleep came to life in the early 1950’s with the accidental discovery that 
there were periods during sleep when the eyes moved rapidly – a form of sleep when we generate most 
of our dreams.  Since then we have learned much about the importance of sleep, if not its physiological 
role, and our industrialized societies have attempted to rob us of as much sleep as possible in the name 
of productivity.  The tutorial will discuss our understanding of sleep, the risks of not getting it, diseases 
of sleep and how to establish a healthy sleep regimen. 
 

F. HUMANITIES I: THE ANCIENT GREEK WORLD 
Monessa Cummins 

 
The literature of ancient Greece lies at the heart of a liberal-arts education. The poetry, drama, history, 
and philosophy of the Greeks have had immense influence in shaping the cultural tradition of Western 
Europe and all the forms of intellectual life which that tradition has included or influenced. In an effort to 
understand and appreciate this tradition from its beginnings, we will read and discuss the Iliad, the 
Odyssey, Aeschylus' Agamemnon, Sophocles' Oedipus the King, Euripides' Bacchae, Aristotle's Poetics, 
Thucydides' History of the Peloponnesian War, and several of Plato's dialogues. Although these texts are 
chosen to illustrate different types of literature, they are linked by their cultural context, by some 
common techniques of composition, and by many recurrent themes, such as the fragility of human life, 
the basic impulses of human nature, and the question of what makes human life meaningful and 
worthwhile. 

 
G. MORE THAN OURSELVES: AN EXPLORATION OF SELF-IMPROVEMENT 

Jason Drwal 
 

The desire for self-improvement is a prevalent theme in American culture. This motive is evident in 
literature, film, and popular culture and has even inspired scientific fields of investigation. This tutorial 
will explore self-improvement, with a large emphasis on emotional and psychological well-being. We will 
study the nature of self-improvement, explain why it succeeds and fails, and evaluate American’s 
fascination and obsession with it. Our investigation will uncover both the positive side of this motivation, 
e.g., transcending mental illness, as well as the appalling side, e.g., striving for bodily perfection 
through disordered eating. We will use popular psychology books, scientific research, philosophy, film, 
and other sources to facilitate our intellectual journey. Throughout our studies, we will develop your 
ability to communicate clearly and effectively, to reason and analyze, and to persuade and argue 
through oral and written communication. In the end, you may even become a better student and person 
for having taken this tutorial. 

 
H. ENVIRONMENTAL MESSAGES AND MESSENGERS:  SILENT SPRING AND AN INCONVENIENT 

TRUTH 
Vincent Eckhart 

 
Biologist Rachel Carson and her best-selling book about the environmental risks of chemical pesticides, 
Silent Spring (1962), have received credit for inspiring the modern environmental movement and 
changing government policy. The legacy of An Inconvenient Truth (2006), former Vice President Al 
Gore’s movie about the risks of human-caused global warming, is yet to be determined. This tutorial will 
compare and contrast Silent Spring’s history with the ongoing reception of An Inconvenient Truth, 
analyzing the science, public reception, and political impact of the messages and their messengers. 

 
I. CLIMATE CHANGE POLICY: A SOCIAL SCIENCE PERSPECTIVE 

Bill Ferguson 
 

This tutorial will explore relations between the phenomenon of climate change and policy making. To 
what degree is climate change an issue which policy can remedy or ameliorate? What are problems, 
political, organizational and economic, with establishing and coordinating potentially relevant policies?  
We will consider how policy making interacts with relevant science and how policy interest groups may 
use images and stories to set agendas and influence policy. We will use examples from ozone depletion 
in addition to contemporary global warming/climate change. Students will have some opportunities for 
individual research. This tutorial will be linked with Elaine Marzluff’s tutorial: “Climate Change Policy: A 
Scientific Perspective.” These tutorials will have both joint and separate meetings. 

 



J. DON QUIXOTE AND THE MODERN WORLD 
Esther Fernández 

 
2005 marks the 400-year anniversary of the publication of the first modern novel in Western literature, 
Cervantes’ masterpiece Don Quixote. This tutorial focuses on the novel as one of the greatest and 
funniest books ever written, as an emblem of artistic and social modernity in the West and as a multi-
faceted cultural icon central to the humanities. We will explore issues and concerns raised by the book 
such as the nature of reality and illusion, heroism, humor, adventure, freedom and self-fulfillment, racial 
tolerance, love, the consequences of reading, metafiction, games, and truth. The course will also explore 
Don Quixote’s transformation and persistence as a constantly evolving icon in other cultural and popular 
media: film, dance, art, musical drama, and television.   

 
K. SPEAKING TRUTH AND TELLING LIES 

Brigittine French 
 

This tutorial will examine the role of human discourse in creating notions of reality. More specifically, the 
course aims to map the ways that individuals and institutions use language creatively to structure 
shared notions of truth and falsity. It does so by considering language use in micro interactional 
contexts like gossip, promises, and “white” lies. It then moves to consider macro institutional contexts 
of discourse use like court testimony and truth and reconciliation commissions in the context of state-
sponsored violence. In this way, we will consider both how personal and political uses of language 
fundamentally create shared histories, memories, and perceptions as well as enable the contestation of 
them. Throughout this inquiry, emphasis will be placed upon active reading, sustained discussion, and 
analytic writing and speaking.   
 

L. AFRICAN-AMERICAN LITERARY TIES TO RUSSIAN INTELLECTUAL THOUGHT IN THE 19TH AND 
20TH CENTURY 
Raquel Greene 

 
This tutorial examines the affinities between Russian and African-American literature in the development 
of cultural nationalism. It addresses the question of how national identities are constructed, and draws 
attention to the similar manner in which 19th and 20th century Russian and African-American intellectuals 
such as Feodor Dostoevsky and W.E.B. DuBois defined their respective national identities. We will 
examine how social institutions, namely Russian serfdom and American slavery, impacted on the 
formation of these identities. We will also examine how and why the Soviet Union, as a communist 
state, increased its political and social appeal to many African-American intellectuals during the 20th 
century.  
 

M. RELIGION AND POLITICS ACROSS THE WORLD 
Robert Grey 

 
At a time of increasing religiosity in the world, religion is more and more seen as intersecting with major 
political issues. A theocratic government in Iran contrasts with a secular French government which 
refuses to let Muslim students wear headscarves in class. A secular government in an Islamic Turkey 
also refuses to let Muslim students wear headscarves to class, while, in America, fundamentalist 
Christians object to the teaching of evolution and to any sex education other than abstinence. The 
tutorial will examine why religious fervor is rising across the world, and in what contexts religiosity 
dictates a political agenda. We will examine a number of cases, including the United States, Turkey, Iran 
and India. 

 
N. LITERATURE, INTERTEXTUALITY, AND PHILIP PULLMAN’S HIS DARK MATERIALS 

Kelly Herold 
 

This tutorial takes an intertextual approach to the study of literature, using Philip Pullman’s His Dark 
Materials as its primary focus of study. Some writers acknowledge their literary and philosophical 
influences; Pullman cites Milton’s Paradise Lost and William Blake’s poetry as major sources for His Dark 
Materials. In this tutorial, we’ll study Pullman’s trilogy and his interpretation and transformation of the 
canonical sources as well as the generic structures that inspired his work in The Golden Compass, The 
Subtle Knife, and The Amber Spyglass. We’ll also discuss issues of narration, audience or readership, 
and medium over the course of the semester.   

 



O. WORD & IMAGE 
Khanh Ho 

 
We live in a world saturated by words and images, yet ironically, we tend to filter them out. Look on 
your computer: icons and text. Walk through the city: billboards and slogans. Reach into your mailbox: 
leaflets and magazines. Even when reading something so mundane as a course catalogue, you will most 
probably find the arrangement of word & image somewhere—a ubiquitous pairing. Isn’t it strange that 
such a crucial part of our experience is something we tend to render invisible, filter out and often regard 
as trash? The conjunction of word & image has been around for a long time but it is only recently with 
the advent of print and electronic technology that this pairing has come to dominate our worldview. In 
this course, we will look at popular manifestations of this form: print ads, comic books, graphic novels. 
We will also look at artistic experimentations with word and image: ekphrastic poetry, paintings, 
narrative, conceptual art. We will draw upon a long theoretical and philosophical tradition to frame an 
understanding of what work this powerful combination does and what it is doing in our world. 
 

P. THE TELLER AND THE TALE 
Susan Ireland 

 
This tutorial will examine the forms and functions of storytelling through the analysis of diverse types of 
narrative including novels, films, short stories, and autobiography. It will focus in particular on the ways 
in which literary representations of storytelling and reading are used to address issues such as the 
transmission of cultural values and the construction of individual and collective identities. We will study 
depictions of both oral and written forms of narration in order to explore the often complex relationships 
between the teller, the tale, and the audience. The tutorial will emphasize close reading and in-depth 
literary analysis; the texts studied may include Mario Vargas Llosa’s The Storyteller, Edwige Danticat’s 
Breath, Eyes, Memory, Azar Nafisi’s Reading Lolita in Tehran, Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake, and Arturo 
Pérez-Reverte’s The Club Dumas. 

 
Q. STORIED LANDSCAPES: AMERICAN INDIAN IDENTITIES THROUGH PLACE AND 

DISPLACEMENT 
Jean Ketter 

 
We will examine the role of place in American-Indian identity-making through fictional and poetic texts 
by contemporary American-Indian writers.  The texts, set in varied time periods and in different areas of 
the U.S., explore how place figures in the myths, cultural practices, and identity formation of the 
characters. Our discussions will focus on this deep connection between place and identity, and will 
explore how the loss of land and place resulting from colonial and post-colonial displacement shapes the 
authors’ stories of who their people were, are and can be. Readings will include novels by Linda Hogan, 
Susan Power, Louise Erdrich, Leslie Marmon Silko, James Welch, and Sherman Alexie.   

 
R. LETTERS: NARRATIVES OF THE SELF 

Heather Lobban-Viravong 
 

In this tutorial we will read epistolary novels while keeping in mind the important features of this specific 
genre. We will explore the use of letters in various texts and consider such issues as voice and audience.  
As we contemplate the use of this dying art form, we will ask the following questions: How does the 
letter form vary across time and space? How does the writer portray his or her self in relation to specific 
events and relationships? How does the writer portray his or her self in relation to a specific culture? 
How can we resolve the tension that results when a private form of expression is offered for public 
consumption?  

 
S. CLIMATE CHANGE POLICY: A SCIENTIFIC PERSPECTIVE 

Elaine Marzluff 
 

This tutorial will explore how scientists and scientific studies influence policy, by exploring case studies 
on climate change policy. We will consider how policy interest groups use not only science but also 
words, images and stories to define and influence policy. We will take as examples two policy stories: 
ozone depletion and global warming. Students will have an opportunity to explore other aspects of 
climate change policy through an independent research project. In our exploration we will also consider 
the broader questions of how scientific knowledge is constructed and communicated. This tutorial will be 
linked with Bill Ferguson’s tutorial on “Climate Change Policy: A Social Science Perspective.” These 
tutorials will have both joint and separate meetings. 



T. THE SOCIAL POLITICS OF HAVING CHILDREN 
Kent McClelland 

 
How do people decide whether or not to have children, when to have children, how many children to 
have? This tutorial will examine familial, religious, political, cultural, and biomedical contexts in which 
people make decisions about childbearing and childrearing. We will consider contemporary, historical, 
and cross-cultural perspectives on such topics as single-parent families, teenage pregnancy, welfare, 
illegitimacy, childlessness, forced sterilization, birth control, adoption, abortion, infertility treatments, 
prenatal testing, sex selection, cloning, and eugenics. Reading novels and legal arguments, as well as 
scientific and social scientific reports, we will seek to understand the complex pressures often felt by 
parents and prospective parents.   
 

U. WEIRD MUSIC 
Eric McIntyre 

 
What is weird music? Who creates weird music, and why? Who listens to weird music, and why? In this 
course, we seek to understand music that has deviated dramatically from dominant trends and the 
people who compose and enjoy it. Through a series of listening, reading, and writing assignments we 
will examine a broad array of musical styles and artists from John Cage to Jandek, and a variety of 
topics, including definitions of music, the aesthetics of “weird,” and the cultural significance of weird 
musicians. Readings will include examinations of artists such as Daniel Johnston, The Shaggs, and 
Wesley Willis, and interviews and articles by Milton Babbitt, John Zorn, and Frank Zappa among others.  
Writing assignments will range from music reviews to discussions on the philosophy of weird music.  
Students will also collaborate on the creation of new weird musical events, including a “happening.” The 
ability to read traditional music is NOT necessary for this course.  

 
V. NARRATIVE AND IDENTITY 

Johanna Meehan 
 

All human beings construct narratives; it is a fundamental feature of human identity, perhaps, even, the 
key to the unique feature of human consciousness. Contemporary neuroscience research suggests that 
our sense of being a self rests on this feature of human cognition and identity, because this complex 
ability rooted in cognition, affect, language and social experience allows us to unify our experiences of 
our selves, others, and the world. But this fundamental ability is a deeply social one, we only come to 
experience ourselves in relationships with others and it is in this intersubjective context that the stories 
of our lives are constructed.  This social dimension of narrative is crucial, the great political philosopher 
Hannah Arendt claims, because it is only when we contextualize beliefs and desires in stories that we 
can act and understand the actions of others. Arendt thinks that in many ways we are not the authors of 
our own stories; the communities and families in which we live, our talents and abilities, the choices we 
face, are often not of our own choosing. Nonetheless, it is we who think and feel, act and react, judge 
and respond, and in doing so, we shape the direction of our individual and collective lives. In this class 
we will study the role that narrative plays in creating our sense of who we are and how it does so, both 
at the level of the individual and of social groups. We will read from a wide array of literatures ranging 
from recent work in neuroscience and psychology, to political philosophy, and novels. We will consider 
the political and moral dimensions of the narrative construction of our identities, the roles that love, 
language, violence, negation, and difference play in the stories we tell about the “I”, the "us", and 
"them". Among the authors we will read are Hannah Arendt, Jerome Bruner, Alasdair MacIntryre, Seyla 
Benhabib, Jessica Benjamin, Allan Shore, Katherine Nelson, Antonio Damasio, Eric Kandel, and Toni 
Morrison. 

 
W. SCIENCE FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

Emily Moore 
 

Scientists publish the results of their research in scientific journals, writing for an audience of other 
scientists.  Often their writing is inaccessible to the general public; yet their work influences public policy 
and affects our lives. How does the general public learn about scientific discoveries? Who interprets this 
work for us? Do we hear an accurate version? What can improve the lines of communication? In this 
tutorial we will investigate scientific research, examining both original sources and interpretations 
written for the public. We will see how different interpretations can lead to opposite understandings of 
the meaning and importance of the science. And we will try our hand at making scientific research 
accessible to the non-scientist. 
 



X. FREEDOM AND AUTHORITY ON THE INTERNET: CONFLICT, COMMUNITY, AND CONTROL 
Sam Rebelsky 

  
Since its advent in the 1960s as a way to share data and computing power, the Internet has also 
enabled people to communicate and build communities, using techniques as simple as email and as 
complex as real-time avatar-based virtual environments. As people communicate, they often come into 
conflict because they have different values; what is acceptable to one person may be completely 
unacceptable to another. In this tutorial, we will explore some of these conflicts and the wide range of 
approaches to resolving them. These approaches range from a choice to make freedom absolute 
through community processes that rely on consensus to more authoritarian techniques that attempt to 
limit and control behavior. While we will focus primarily on how people have adapted traditional conflict 
resolution techniques (e.g., consensus, policy, law, force) to the Internet, we will also consider the ways 
in which technologies are used to resolve issues and explore the hidden and explicit models of 
community and conflict resolution these technologies represent. 

 
Y. COEXISTENCE 

John Rommereim 
 

Is co-existence possible? So often around the world and across history the answer has been a 
resounding “no.” There are, however, many places where the answer has been a quiet, yet profoundly 
hopeful “yes”—places that appear less often on the front page of newspapers, or as eye-catching 
chapter titles in history books. As a starting point, we will explore the intermingling of Muslim, Jewish, 
and Christian cultures in medieval Spain through poetry, music, and readings in history. We will be 
examining how the Muslim and Jewish presence in Andalusia and their expulsion in 1492 affected the 
course of European history and how it continues to be a significant factor in today’s world. We will also 
consider the broader question of co-existence through student research projects. Our encounter with the 
topic will include attending the Minneapolis-based Rose Ensemble’s performance of their “Land of Three 
Faiths” concert, a meeting with the Jerusalem-based writer Peter Cole, author of The Dream of the 
Poem: Hebrew Poetry From Muslim and Christian Spain, 950-1492, an interview with Roga Ashkenazi 
‘08, regarding her 2007 summer Visions of Peace project in Israel, “The Language of Co-Existence,” 
historical readings, and readings in Andalusian poetry from Muslim, Christian and Jewish traditions. 

 
Z. THE AESTHETICS OF HOME 

Lee Running 
 

Why does it matter how the spaces we live in look and feel? What will make a dorm room seem like 
“home”? Why are there so many do-it-yourself design shows on television?  Why do some people love 
and others viscerally hate the McMansion phenomenon? Is it possible to have good design that is 
inexpensive and environmentally sound? To begin to answer these questions, we will consider the 
phenomenology of bodies relating to their dwellings and, through memory, to spaces in their pasts; the 
personal pleasures found in decoration and well designed functional objects; the social implications of 
how we choose to design the settings for our lives; and historical and contemporary artistic responses — 
including those of William Morris, Buckminster Fuller, Yinka Shonibare, and Andrea Zittel — to the 
question of how to live.  In this tutorial, team-taught by a studio artist and an art historian, written and 
oral assignments will be complemented by studio projects that explore the aesthetics of home. 

 
AA. DIS LIT: ILLNESS, DISABILITY, AND CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN LIFE WRITING 

Ralph Savarese 
 

We will spend the semester reading memoirs by disabled writers and familiarizing ourselves with the 
emerging field of disability studies. Possible course selections include Nancy Mairs’s Waist-High in the 
World, John Hockenberry’s Moving Violations, Susanna Kaysen’s Girl Interrupted, Kay Jameson’s An 
Unquiet Mind, Kenny Fries’s Body, Remember, Reynolds Price’s A Whole New Life, Stephen Kuusisto’s 
Planet of the Blind, Rod Michalko’s The Mystery of the Eye and the Shadow of Blindness, Temple 
Grandin’s Thinking in Pictures, and Donna Williams’s Nobody Nowhere. Paying close attention to issues 
of voice and identity, and remembering always that any act of self-representation is much more 
complicated (and less immediate) than it may appear, we will investigate the peculiar genre of disability 
life writing. At the same time, we will soberly master a set of concrete skills: writing arguments, doing 
research, learning proper citational procedures, giving individual and group presentations, and engaging 
critically with course materials and other participants. The course should be of interest to anyone 
concerned with issues of normalcy, diversity, body image, and plain-old engaging narrative.  
 



BB. BLACK MEN IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
Kesho Scott 

 
If you want to fuel the gender wars in African-American communities ask: Why are black women 
outpacing black men in college? According to the Journal of Blacks in Higher Education, black women are 
achieving far greater success than black men. Today, black women make up nearly 63% of all African- 
Americans enrolled in higher education. We will examine the six areas of contention: race discrimination 
in employment, the absence of successful black role models at home and in schools, the “violence 
factor” impacts on black male identity formation, the unmet remedial needs of black men who have 
difficulty admitting that they need help, the “Hoop Dream” effect on black men who succumb to the 
media portrayals of success as athletes, musicians, comedians or entertainers, and the African-American 
communities’ perception that “the man’s schools” are agents of white authority and if black males do 
well they are often ridiculed or ostracized by their peers. Are black males to be considered an 
“endangered” species or is their absence a serious crisis in the depth and breadth and goals of higher 
education to capture the imagination and hearts of these categories of Americans? Our course materials 
will draw on the mainstream and alternative literatures of the discipline but primarily those produced by 
African-American scholars, political leaders and activists in such works as The State of Black America, 
Journal of Blacks in Higher Education, The Journal of Black Studies as well as popular magazines, Ebony, 
Essence, Black Enterprise, Jet and policy literatures on American Black Male Initiative Programs in over 
a dozen universities throughout the country.  

 
CC. WILL THE LIGHTS GO OUT FOREVER? IS THERE A SOLUTION TO OUR ENERGY NEEDS? 

Lee Sharpe 
 

We will investigate energy options from both a scientific as well as political point of view. In this tutorial 
we will explore and grapple with questions such as: Are biofuels the answer? Is there a net energy gain 
when we produce ethanol? What are the other options? Can any or all of them together meet the 
present U.S. energy demand? Will we need to do with less and if so how can we? We will start by 
identifying the topics/issues that the tutorial will focus on and then find and evaluate the pertinent 
literature. We will also take advantage of the Iowa Caucuses and fall presidential campaign (and 
candidates’ visits) to explore the candidates’ views on meeting America’s energy needs. 

 
DD. EQUALITY AND INEQUALITY 

Pablo Silva 
 

Although at one time the American Dream was built around an ideal of social and economic equality, for 
some time now economic inequality has been growing in the United States. This tutorial will take up a 
series of questions related to this trend: How is inequality increasing? Why might it be increasing? Is 
inequality necessarily a bad thing? Can anything be done about it? Should anything be done about it? 
Readings will include some classic texts on the subject as well as contemporary works written by 
economists, journalists, and public intellectuals. Our goal will be to understand some of the different 
perspectives in the debate. 
 

EE. HEALTH CARE REFORM 
Charles Sullivan 

 
One of the major domestic issues for the 2008 elections is health care and proposals to reform the 
American system. As consumers of medical care ourselves, how well do we know our health care 
system? In this tutorial, we will examine the origins of the US health care system, then focus on health 
care from a variety of perspectives: political (efforts to reform health care at the state level in the 
absence of national reforms); economic (high costs and the growing number of uninsured); ethical 
(stem cells, organ transplantation, and the end of life); social (public health policy and access to health 
care); and biomedical (technology and prescription drugs). Also, we should have the opportunity to 
study and contrast the health care plans proposed by the presidential candidates. 
 

FF. MUSIC IN THE BALANCE OF POWER 
Roger Vetter 

 
Legislation in the recent past mandating warning labels be affixed to commercial recordings the lyrics of 
which are deemed by some as objectionable is a contemporary manifestation of an age-old 
phenomenon—the concern, on the part of a politically, economically or morally empowered segment of 
society with the potential of music to undermine a desired order. Music’s use both to construct/maintain 



ideal conditions and to challenge/transform such power equilibriums will be explored in this tutorial. 
Through in-depth  analysis of an array of case studies ranging from ancient China to contemporary 
America, a greater appreciation should emerge not only of music’s power to stir the human soul but also 
of the folly of most attempts to manipulate that power for political or other ends. 
 

GG. THE GROWTH AND CONVERGENCE OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE 
Sujeev Wickramasekara 

 
In this course we will examine aspects of the foundations of science. In particular, we will study certain 
historical and philosophical dimensions of scientific revolutions, with a special focus on some of the 
major developments in physics. Along the way, we will attempt to define what a scientific theory is, i.e., 
what makes a theory scientific, and identify a basis for how a scientific theory may be valued. (In this 
light, we will also briefly examine the “non-falsifiability problem” of some of the major western 
intellectual thrusts such as Freudian psychology and Marxist economics.) We will try to understand what 
is meant by the words such as fact, proof and truth in natural sciences and mathematics, and examine 
some key features of how these notions transform when a new theory replaces the old. Concrete 
examples providing a context and motivation for the general analysis will be drawn primarily from 
physics--in particular, Newtonian mechanics, classical electrodynamics, special relativity and quantum 
physics. The discussion, however, will be non-technical.  
 

HH. DEVELOPMENT AS FREEDOM 
Eliza Willis 

 
Does economic growth equal economic development? We will address this question through a close 
reading of Amartya Sen’s pathbreaking Development as Freedom. Drawing on philosophy, political 
science, economics, gender studies, and history, Sen, the 1998 Nobel laureate in economics, challenges 
us to broaden our understanding of development to include political freedoms, participation, and social 
equality. We will compare Sen’s perspective with other visions of development and assess his influence 
on development discourse. We will also use the text to learn how interdisciplinary knowledge enriches 
the art of persuasive argument. 
 

II. ICELANDIC SAGAS 
Royce Wolf 

 
The thirteenth-century authors of the Icelandic Sagas (including bard and chieftain Snorri Sturluson) 
describe the legends and customs of an historic Iceland (800-1150) in a unique and fascinating style.  
Feuds, outlaws, civil suits and a unique system of government are vividly brought to life. Our tutorial will 
study these sagas and their influence on modern-day author William Vollmann whose novel “Ice Shirt” 
retells the Icelandic exploration of America. 
 

JJ. ARTIST AS CITIZEN, ARTIST AS ACTIVIST 
Shawn Womack 

 
What role do artists play in moments of political crisis? In this tutorial we will study how artists “writing” 
for the stage—choreographers, composers, playwrights—act as citizens or activists. The 20th-century 
artist is often characterized as an unadulterated individualist—a personal voice for matters of the heart, 
soul or psyche. However, we will consider the public voice of artists creating for the stage in three 
historic moments of the 20th century: the rise of communism, the Cold War era and the civil rights 
movement in the United States. We will also examine how contemporary artists working today confront 
current political conditions. How has the concert stage served as their floor for political activism, 
patriotism or protest? What political ideologies are embedded in their art-making processes and 
aesthetics? Through careful reading, viewing and listening, we will analyze the compositional strategies 
of, among others, choreographers Katherine Dunham, Martha Graham and Bill T. Jones; composers 
Dmitri Shostakovich and Aaron Copland; and playwrights Václav Havel, Langston Hughes and Hallie 
Flanagan. Study of these artists’ work offers an entry into a liberal arts education to act creatively, think 
critically, write adeptly and engage in lively, informed discussion. 
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TUTORIAL SUMMARY SHEET 
2006-2007 
 

 

A. Vagabondage and Discipline: The Ethics and Aesthetics of American Tramping  
(Andrews) 

B. The Places I’ve Been: Outsiders, Exiles, Tourists  (Aparicio) 
C. Human: What Is and What Is Not?  (Bentley-Condit) 
D. Music and Society in Paris, 1880-1930  (Jennifer Williams Brown) 
E. Evolution and Society  (Jonathan Brown) 
F. Humanities I: The Ancient Greek World  (J. Cummins) 
G. Stirring the Pot: Race, Class and Gender in Higher Education  (Erickson) 
H. Color, Culture and Class  (Gibel Azoulay) 
J. African-American Literary Ties to Russian Intellectual Thought in the 19th and 20th 

century  (Greene) 
K. Religion and Politics Across the World  (Grey) 
L. Americans in Paris: Through the Looking Glass  (J. Gross) 
M. Stories from a New World: Finding Grinnell Through Pop Culture, Quick Studies, 

and Irreverent Social Commentary  (Hayes) 
N. Neighbors  (Kaiser) 
O. Ghost Stories  (Kapila) 
P. Many Roads to Truth: Acrimony, Authority, and Assumptions  (Lindgren) 
Q. Visions of War: Depictions of War and Its Aftermath in Literature and Film  

(Michaels) 
R. The Person Behind the Discovery  (Minelli) 
S. Globalization  (Montgomery) 
T. The Cold Politics of Global Warming  (Moyer) 
U. A Woman’s Place  (Nyden-Bullock) 
V. Imagining the Caribbean, 1492-1789  (Prendergast) 
W. American Memorials and the Politics of Memory  (Purcell) 
X. Misbehavior of Memory  (Rempel-Clower) 
Y. American Cinema and the American Dream  (Seiz) 
Z. Comedy  (Simpson) 
AA. Religion and Politics in the United States  (Skerrett) 
BB. Old English Rediscovered  (P. Smith) 
CC. Free Software, Free Culture  (J. Stone) 
DD. Painting Modernity  (S. Strauber) 
EE. Engineered Humans: A Study in Technology and Literature  (Tjossem) 
FF. Computing: Limitations, Developments, and Ethical Issues  (Walker) 
GG. Curious Cats, Dominant Dogs, and Conscientious Chimpanzees: Is there Evidence 

for Animal Personality?  (Sinnett) 



Last Revised: 08/15/2006 9:19 AM 

 
 

TUTORIALS 
2006-2007 

 

 
A. VAGABONDAGE AND DISCIPLINE: THE ETHICS AND AESTHETICS OF AMERICAN TRAMPING 

Stephen Andrews – English 
 

This course explores the rise in the nineteenth century of “tramping” and other forms of vagabondage. 
The term had positive value if one were a middle-class vacationer tramping out West or in the 
Adirondacks, but if one were out of work and forced by dint of circumstances to tramp about from one 
police jurisdiction to another, to be a “tramp” was to be reviled, feared, and, in an odd sort of way, 
envied. We will focus on the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, a period in which railroad 
development was transforming the American landscape (and periodically emptying its banks), more and 
more Americans were demanding and getting vacations, national parks were being reserved for the 
benefit of all, baseball was achieving status as America’s pastime, “separate but equal” became the law 
of the land, and hundreds of thousands of tramps were wandering the railways and byways of America 
looking for work. Against this backdrop we will explore interconnections between home, homelessness, 
and mobility in selected fiction from Mark Twain and Jack London; cultural criticism from William James, 
W.E.B. Du Bois, Jane Addams, and Robert Park; and poetry from Walt Whitman, Vachel Lindsay, Robert 
Frost, and Harriet Monroe. In addition, we will read selections from various journals, sociological tracts, 
and national park and railroad promotional literature on the “problem” of the tramp and the value of 
tramping. 
 

B. THE PLACES I’VE BEEN: OUTSIDERS, EXILES, TOURISTS 
Yvette Aparicio – Spanish 

 
This tutorial explores the role and significance of place in conceptualizations of self and others. 
Readings, film viewings, and class discussions will focus on how outsiders, exiles and tourists experience 
place and invent a sense of place. Some questions we will ask and discuss throughout the semester are: 
What is sense of place? Is sense of place important today? How does our social position and perspective 
affect our sense of place? Or is sense of place out of place in a globalized world? What are displacement 
and placelessness? Is placelessness a threat to our well-being? Course materials include U.S. and Latin 
American film, fiction, non-fiction and poetry, including writings by Wallace Stegner, Joan Didion, Ariel 
Dorfman and Lee Ann Roripaugh. 
 

C. HUMAN: WHAT IS AND WHAT IS NOT? 
Vicki Bentley-Condit – Anthropology 

 
Most of us assume that we know what it means to be “human”. Surprisingly, the question posed above 
is more complicated than one might think and may actually have several answers depending upon who 
is asked and when/where the asking occurs. In this course, we will examine different interpretations – 
evolutionary, historical, biological, cross-cultural, legal – of how humaness is or should be determined.   
In exploring “what is human”, we will examine such issues as stem cell research, abortion, the Great 
Ape Project, and the Holocaust. We will read about feral children, “Tarzan of The Apes”, and Primo Levi.  
By the end of the semester, we may (or may not) be able to determine where and how we draw the line 
between human and nonhuman. 

 
D. MUSIC AND SOCIETY IN PARIS, 1880-1930 

Jennifer Williams Brown – Music 
 

During the period 1880-1930, Paris was the center of modern and avant-garde developments in music, 
painting, poetry, and dance. These developments simultaneously reflected the social upheavals of the 
early 20th century, and shook “civilized” society to its roots. Musicians active during this period include 
the Francophone composers Claude Debussy, Maurice Ravel, Gabriel Fauré, Erik Satie, Francis Poulenc, 
Arthur Honegger, Darius Milhaud, Edgard Varèse, Olivier Messiaen, and Nadia Boulanger, as well as such 
famous émigrés as Igor Stravinsky, Sergei Prokofiev, George Antheil, Aaron Copland, Virgil Thomson, 
and John Cage. In this tutorial we will read contemporary concert reviews and the composers’ own 



writings and study the interactions between musicians, other artists, and the public at large. We will 
focus in  particular on the riot at the premiere of Stravinsky and Nijinsky’s Rite of Spring (1913). The 

E. 
Jonathan Brown – Biology 

 

olutionary ideas on four issues of enduring social importance: 
ce, gender, religious belief, and ethics. 

F.  
Joseph Cummins – Classics and Philosophy 

 

an life meaningful and worthwhile. In sum, the course is about literature, 
and the course is about life. 

 LASS AND GENDER IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

 

itically evaluate your own philosophy of education as you begin your 
academi . 

 

 

identities in the public arena. Throughout the semester we will interrogate the language, ideas and 

ability to read music is NOT required. 
  
EVOLUTION AND SOCIETY 

Evolution is perhaps both the most influential and the most controversial development in science in the 
last 200 years. The ideas Charles Darwin laid out in his landmark work, On the Origin of Species By 
Means of Natural Selection, have had a tumultuous history because they appear to confront culturally-
embedded beliefs about the nature of human variation, as well as the origin of our species. In this 
tutorial, we’ll consider what Darwin actually said about evolution and humanity, and compare that to 
how his ideas have been used, criticized, and adapted by others over the past 140 years. In particular, 
we’ll critically examine the influence of ev
ra
 
HUMANITIES I: THE ANCIENT GREEK WORLD

This tutorial will be an introduction to the liberal arts through reading, comparing, discussing, and 
writing about several classic works which stand at the beginning of the liberal-arts tradition. More 
specifically, the course will be an introduction to poetry, history, and philosophy by way of some of the 
most famous works produced in ancient Greece. We will begin with epic poetry, reading both the Iliad 
and the Odyssey. Then we will turn to three examples of tragic drama: Aeschylus' Agamemnon, 
Sophocles' Oedipus the King, and Euripides' Bacchants. We will also study Aristotle's analysis of epic and 
tragedy in his Poetics. The History of the Peloponnesian War, by Thucydides, will be our example of 
historical writing in prose, and it will provide a contrast with epic and dramatic poetry.   Our last writer 
will be Plato, who illustrates philosophical questioning, reflection, and dialogue in his Defense of 
Socrates, Crito, and Drinking-Party. Although our texts are chosen to illustrate different types of 
literature, they are linked by their cultural context, by some common techniques of composition, and by 
many common themes, such as the fragility of human life, the basic impulses of human nature, and the 
question of what makes hum

 
STIRRING THE POT: RACE, CG.
Karla Erickson – Sociology 

Welcome to Grinnell College, now what do we do? Institutions of higher learning promise to socialize 
citizens, foster personal development, inculcate a set of values and principles, train workers, and 
sometimes even tout residential college living as “practice” for the “real world.” Given these disparate 
goals and promises, what exactly is college good for? What is ‘liberal’ about a liberal arts education? 
What are the rights and responsibilities of students, educators and administrators in higher education? 
In this course we will consider the multiple forces, political, economic and institutional that are “stirring 
the pot” of higher education in the U.S. today. To begin, we will develop a context for our study by 
examining changes in the theory and practice of liberal arts education during the 20th century, allowing 
for a historically contextualized and comparative study of how social movements have shaped the 
discipline of Sociology specifically, and the American academy more generally. Our study will challenge 
us to scrutinize the politics of higher education from multiple angles: from the philosophy of liberal 
learning to the “pc” debate regarding what constitutes a uniquely American canon, and from the 
sweeping changes in the demographics of higher learning to the micropolitics of the classroom.  This 
tutorial will also challenge you to cr

c journey here at Grinnell
 

COLOR, CULTURE AND CLASS H.
Katya Gibel Azoulay – Anthropology 

Race thinking dominates ways in which people in the United States differentiate groups of people from 
each other. This tutorial focuses on associations between color and culture in order to examine how 
racial meanings are constructed and made comprehensible as well as how they are routed through 
representations of class. Using a combination of texts—academic articles, films, newspapers and 
advertisements—we will explore representations of "whiteness," "blackness," and other "race-d" 



assumptions that give meaning to the different ways we perceive the world around us and through 
which we understand our individual experiences. 

 
J. AFRICAN-AMERICAN LITERARY TIES TO RUSSIAN INTELLECTUAL THOUGHT IN THE 19TH AND 

20TH CENTURY 
Raquel Greene – Russian 

 
This tutorial examines the affinities between Russian and African-American literature in the development 
of cultural nationalism. It addresses the question of how national identities are constructed, and draws 
attention to the similar manner in which 19th  and 20th century Russian and African-American 
intellectuals such as Feodor Dostoevsky and W.E.B. DuBois defined their respective national identities. 
We will examine how social institutions, namely Russian serfdom and American slavery, impacted on the 
formation of these identities. We will also examine how and why the Soviet Union, as a communist 
state, increased its political and social appeal to many African-American intellectuals during the 20th 
century. 

 
K. RELIGION AND POLITICS ACROSS THE WORLD 

Robert Grey – Political Science 
 

At a time of increasing religiosity in the world, religion is more and more seen as intersecting with major 
political issues. A theocratic government in Iran contrasts with a secular French government which 
refuses to let Muslim students wear headscarves in class. A secular government in an Islamic Turkey 
also refuses to let Muslim students wear headscarves to class, while, in America, fundamentalist 
Christians object to the teaching of evolution and to any sex education other than abstinence. The 
tutorial will examine why religious fervor is rising across the world, and in what contexts religiosity 
dictates a political agenda. We will examine a number of cases, including the United States, Turkey, Iran 
and India. This tutorial will link periodically with two other tutorials, the first taught by Professor 
Kathleen Skerrett (Religion) and the second taught by Professor Clark Lindgren (Biology). Our readings 
will prepare us for educated involvement in the Rosenfield Symposium on Religion and Politics that will 
be hosted by Grinnell College in early November. 

 
L. AMERICANS IN PARIS: THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS 

Jan Gross – French 
 

For centuries, Americans have responded to the irresistible allure of Paris. From statesmen (Ben 
Franklin, Thomas Jefferson), African-American musicians, writers and performers (Richard Wright, 
James Baldwin, Langston Hughes, Josephine Baker, Sidney Bechet), writers (Mark Twain, Ernest 
Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Henry Miller, Gertrude Stein, Sylvia Beach), avant-garde artists, 
gastronomes (Julia Child, M.F.K. Fisher), cyclists (Lance Armstrong), to waves of college students and 
tourists, Americans have crossed the Atlantic much like pilgrims in search of a promised land. Through 
literary readings, films, memoirs, essays and cultural analyses, we will examine the myths and realities 
associated with the Franco-American encounter and consider the myriad of ways that the City of Light 
has influenced and been influenced by its American voyagers. As a gateway to self-discovery and self-
expression, an international meeting place for revolutionary movements and free thinkers, and a refuge 
from racial and political barriers, Paris has been many things to many different Americans. In addition to 
an overview of the broader American experience, we will pay special attention to issues of race and 
ethnicity as applied to the African American in Paris and the role of Black Paris as a crossroads to the 
larger French-speaking world. 
 

M. STORIES FROM A NEW WORLD:  FINDING GRINNELL THROUGH POP CULTURE, QUICK 
STUDIES, AND IRREVERENT SOCIAL COMMENTARY 
Nancy Hayes – Education 

 
Sarah Vowell’s Take the Cannoli: Stories from the New World collects stories and essays she’s written 
about contemporary American life for print, radio, and electronic media. In this tutorial we’ll use Vowell’s 
collection to decide what makes a story a story and to find the truth in her fiction. Her unique blend of 
the historical and political with the geographical and autobiographical will serve as a model for our own 
talk, research, reading, and writing about life in Grinnell. We will draw on related texts and qualitative 
research methodologies to investigate the social and scholarly worlds in which we take part here, paying 
particular attention to the use of humor to create engaging descriptions of our own (learning) 
environments and experiences. We’ll develop these descriptions into written, oral, and digital pieces 
suitable for both academic and popular audiences. 



N. NEIGHBORS 
Daniel Kaiser – History 

 
Some commentators describe conflicts of the contemporary world as reflecting a “clash of civilizations,” 
pitting great cultural constructs like Christianity and Islam or Occident and Orient against one another. 
But many of the most violent episodes of the twentieth century have played out not between 
civilizations, but among neighbors, the people who lived next door, down the street, or around the 
corner. This tutorial will concentrate attention upon these close encounters in an effort to determine 
what explains them and what can be done to avoid their recurrence in the future. Case studies will use 
history, fiction and film to examine local conflicts in war-time Poland, in an Iowa small town, in Bosnia 
and Rwanda, among others. 

 
O. GHOST STORIES 

Shuchi Kapila – English 
 

In this course, we will study ghosts and literary ghost stories. Do such fantasies provide an escape from 
an oppressive reality into a wish-fulfilling world or do they present an exaggerated or distorted version 
of the “real” world? What are literary ghosts and monsters? Are they particular to the historical moment 
in which they appear? Texts for the course will include Bram Stoker’s Dracula, Toni Morrison’s Beloved, 
Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Black Cat,” and Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper.” 

 
P. MANY ROADS TO TRUTH: ACRIMONY, AUTHORITY, AND ASSUMPTIONS 

Clark Lindgren – Biology 
 

Truth. What is it? How do we get it? Many different answers have been offered throughout human 
history and have been a source of persistent controversy. The controversy shows no sign of lessening 
and, especially in the United States, the divisions between people with divergent viewpoints appear to 
be growing stronger. Witness the current “debate” playing out on school boards and in the media 
between evolution and intelligent design. This tutorial will examine the pursuit of truth in science, 
religion and politics, paying particular attention to the unique mix found in the United States during the 
early years of the 21st century. After scrutinizing several methods for discerning truth, each member of 
the tutorial will develop a personal strategy for seeking truth. For the “final exam” each student will 
describe, defend and apply their strategy to answer the ultimate question of human origins: “What is a 
human?” This tutorial will link periodically with two other tutorials, the first taught by Professor Bob Grey 
(Religion and Politics around the World) and the second taught by Professor Kathleen Skerrett (Religion 
and Politics in the United States). Some of the authors of our readings will be presenting their ideas at a 
symposium on religion and politics that will be hosted by Grinnell College in early November. 
 

Q. VISIONS OF WAR: DEPICTIONS OF WAR AND ITS AFTERMATH IN LITERATURE AND FILM 
Jennifer Michaels – German 

 
In this tutorial, we will examine how writers and filmmakers have depicted war and its aftermath in the 
20th century. We will look in particular at the First World War, the Spanish Civil War, the Second World 
War, and the Vietnam War. We will read and discuss a variety of texts written by German, Japanese, 
American, and other writers, including Holocaust survivors and survivors of Hiroshima and will view films 
by a variety of filmmakers from different countries. 

 
R. THE PERSON BEHIND THE DISCOVERY 

Martin Minelli – Chemistry 
 

Many breakthroughs in science, especially in the early days, are attributed to the work of one person. 
The names of these people are mentioned in textbooks, but the reader is generally not informed about 
the personality of the discoverer, their background or how the discovery was made. In this tutorial we 
look at the personalities and background of people who made outstanding contributions in the fields of 
biology, chemistry, physics, and medicine. We will study the historical setting these people worked in, 
their family background, their education, their professional career and finally how they made their 
significant contribution to science and what impact it had. Was it planned or was it by accident? A 
general discussion of science and scientific topics is also included. 

 



S. GLOBALIZATION 
Mark Montgomery – Economics 

 
Check the labels on the clothes you are now wearing—it is likely that every item was manufactured in 
some other country. Globalization is happening now, it is happening everywhere, and it unlikely to stop 
happening anytime soon. The question is: Should we be pleased or frightened? Many apparently think 
the latter because global economic integration encounters hostility from a surprisingly diverse array of 
opponents: farmers, environmentalists, organized labor, social activists, and (of course) college 
students.  Moreover, the debate over globalization is extraordinarily intense, sometimes involving riot 
squads and tear gas, as in Seattle in 1999. What is all of this passion about? We will examine the 
globalization controversy drawing on sources from scholarly literature, the popular press, government 
documents, commercial advertising, and propaganda on both sides of the issue. We will relentlessly 
pursue this controversy, even if we have to go to the movies! 

 
T. THE COLD POLITICS OF GLOBAL WARMING 

Wayne Moyer – Political Science 
 

Students will first conduct an inquiry into the current state of scientific knowledge about human induced 
climate change caused by the atmospheric build-up of greenhouse gases. They then will delve into why 
governments have been so slow in taking action to limit climate change, and why international 
cooperation has been so ineffective. Attention will be given to the international negotiations leading up 
to the 1992 UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, the strengths 
and weaknesses of the Kyoto Protocol, and the prospects for more effective action in the years to come. 

 
U. A WOMAN’S PLACE 

Tammy Nyden-Bullock – Philosophy 
 

The seventeenth century is arguably the most important century in the making of the modern world.  
The Medieval world view, founded on the authority of the Church and Aristotelian philosophy, gave way 
to the modern science of Galileo and Newton, the new philosophy of Descartes, and the modern political 
theories of Hobbes and Locke (not to mention to rise of capitalism and invention of calculus). Needless 
to say, these were exciting intellectual times.  What role did women play in the formation of this new 
worldview? In this tutorial, we will examine two senses of “a woman’s place” in Seventeenth-Century 
Europe: the role that women played in the intellectual culture and the way women were portrayed by 
that culture. We will examine the lives and ideas of women such as Princess Elisabeth of Bohemia, 
Margaret Cavendish, Anne Conway, and Damaris Cudworth Masham—women who influenced the likes of 
Descartes, Locke, and Leibniz through their correspondence, friendship, and philosophical writings. We 
will also read selections from The Equality of the Two Sexes (1673) by François Poullain de la Barre and 
A Serious Proposal to the Ladies (1694) by Mary Astell: two works which argue for a reevaluation of a 
woman’s place based on the principles of the new philosophy. 
 

V. IMAGINING THE CARIBBEAN, 1492-1789 
Teresa Prendergast – English 

 
Why were early modern Europeans so fascinated with the Caribbean? What happens when Europeans 
encounter Africans and Indigenous Americans in this “New World”? How do writers of the period imagine 
or recreate the speech and actions of Indigenous Caribbean peoples? Why do these writers continually 
return to the theme of cannibalism? We will explore such questions by reading fictional texts, journals, 
early ethnographic writings, and court documents that focus on early encounters between Africans, 
Europeans, and indigenous Caribbean peoples from the late fifteenth through the late eighteenth 
centuries. Texts will include excerpts from Columbus’ diaries, Shakespeare’s The Tempest, Caribbean 
captivity narratives, The Interesting Narrative of Olaudah Equiano, and legal documents surrounding the 
mysterious life and death of “Indian” Warner. 

 
W. AMERICAN MEMORIALS AND THE POLITICS OF MEMORY 

Sarah Purcell – History 
 

In the post-September 11 United States, public memory has taken on heightened social importance.  
Plans for several September 11 memorials are well under way, and the public recollection and 
commemoration of the events of September 11 have taken on a large role in American political 
discourse. Why does the American public feel the need to commemorate sacrifice, and why is there a 
debate over the proper form of public memory? This tutorial will explore these questions and will put the 



current debate in the context of a long tradition of public memorials in America. Students will investigate 
how Americans have often defined important matters such as national identity, politics, and race in the 
process of building memorials that celebrate the past. We will analyze formal commemorations such as 
war memorials (including the Bunker Hill Monument and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial), museums, 
and national parks; popular culture commemorations in graffiti, rap music, and on the web; and 
proposals for new kinds of monuments in the twenty-first century. We will investigate how public 
memory has been and continues to be politicized. 

 
X. MISBEHAVIOR OF MEMORY 

Nancy Rempel-Clower – Psychology 
 

Our memories are our record of who we are and our connections with the world around us. Memory is 
amazing, but far from perfect. Why do we forget where we parked the car? Why do we remember a 
seemingly insignificant childhood event? Can we rely on our memories to be accurate? This tutorial will 
explore various ways in which memory can “misbehave” and the implications of this “misbehavior” in 
our daily lives. In addition to our exploration of normal memory and its errors, we will consider how the 
study of true memory disorders can inform our understanding of memory processes. Selected readings 
will focus primarily on approaches to understanding memory from the fields of psychology and 
neuroscience. 
 

Y. AMERICAN CINEMA AND THE AMERICAN DREAM 
Janet Seiz – Economics 

  
Hollywood has been called “the dream factory,” and some of its most popular products have been 
examinations of the American Dream. Sometimes there’s a hero whose determination and hard work 
lead to prosperity and happiness. In other films the American Dream is pictured as unattainable, or its 
pursuit is shown to be destructive. In this course, we will watch and discuss ten important films from the 
1930s to the 1980s that offer contrasting messages about American capitalism. We will read about the 
history of the US film industry, focusing on how filmmaking techniques have evolved and how movies 
have reflected and shaped broader social changes. Students will write several short essays and give a 
class presentation on a research project. 

 
Z. COMEDY 

Erik Simpson – English 
 

In this Tutorial, we will focus primarily on the process of crafting analytical papers about literature and 
film. We will spend a number of class sessions in a workshop format, which will allow the class to 
participate in a collaborative editorial process, and the rest of our time in discussion. Assigned texts will 
range from the traditional materials of English classes (a Shakespeare play, a Jane Austen novel) to 
fairy tales, films (The Princess Bride, Manhattan, Pulp Fiction), and a range of interdisciplinary texts 
about joking, laughter, and comedy. Throughout the semester, our focus will remain on developing the 
skills of written and oral expression, textual analysis, revision, and research. Graded assignments will 
include in-class work, oral presentations, short writing assignments, and a final portfolio of essays. 

 
AA. RELIGION AND POLITICS IN THE UNITED STATES 

Kathleen Skerrett – Religious Studies 
 

We will consider the contemporary influence of religious citizens in the political processes of the United 
States. Our tutorial will explore, in particular, the constitutional framework that balances 
disestablishment of religion with the right to free exercise of religion in this country. We will consider 
contemporary political activism among religious citizens in support of civil rights, anti-imperialism, public 
education with respect to intelligent design, regulation of scientific research, and anti-sodomy laws. This 
tutorial will link periodically with two other tutorials, the first taught by Professor Bob Grey (Political 
Science) and the second taught by Professor Clark Lindgren (Biology). Our readings will prepare us for 
educated involvement in the Rosenfield Symposium on Religion and Politics that will be hosted by 
Grinnell College in early November. While the content of the tutorial is very important to me, the 
syllabus is designed explicitly to promote students’ development of skills in active reading, lucid writing, 
and constructive involvement in classroom discussions. 

 



BB. OLD ENGLISH REDISCOVERED 
Paula Smith – English 

 
Most readers know something about Beowulf, but what else was written in that time? The rich offerings 
of Old English poetry—weird charms, bawdy riddles, scenes of gruesome battle, laments of men and 
women in exile, and cryptic words of wisdom—have captivated prose writers and poets including Ezra 
Pound, Jorge Luis Borges, John Gardner, Denise Levertov, Kevin Crossley-Holland and Jill Paton-Walsh.  
These modern and contemporary writers look to the Anglo-Saxon poets for vivid language in which to 
describe violence, alienation, fear, wonder, redemption, courage, physical needs, and the endurance of 
loss. In this tutorial we will study modern works of literature such as Grendel, “The Green Children,” 
“The Seafarer,” and “Poem Written in a Copy of Beowulf” side by side with accessible translations of the 
original works that inspired them: the earliest poems and prose in English, written over a thousand 
years ago. 
 

CC. FREE SOFTWARE, FREE CULTURE 
John Stone – Computer Science 

 
Recent developments in copyright law and mechanisms for controlling the production and distribution of 
creative works impose socially counterproductive constraints on artists and innovators, impeding the 
evolution of new forms and styles, squandering the opportunity for cultural development and exchange 
that digital technology provides, and reserving to media corporations the freedom to guide, shape, and 
contribute to popular culture. We shall explore legal ways to oppose these trends, beginning with 
techniques developed over the last twenty years by the Free Software movement, techniques that take 
advantage of copyright law to protect the free development and exchange of computer software. 

 
DD. PAINTING MODERNITY 

Susan Strauber – Art 
 

What do we mean when we identify our times as modern? Many of the characteristics of contemporary 
western society actually emerged during the later nineteenth century in the new cultural capitals of 
Europe, particularly Paris. One way to explore the emergence of modern cultural phenomena is to 
examine the artists of 1860s Paris who sought to depict this new society—its appearance, its values, and 
its effects on the individual—on their canvases. Our tutorial will study the paintings of Edouard Manet 
and the Impressionists, along with writings of the period and historical texts, to understand the 
formation of modernity. We will consider how their paintings and their artistic practices connect to the 
new phenomena of modern life: urban space, photography, leisure time and public entertainment, the 
commodity culture of department stores, and sexual and social class consciousness and tensions.  

 
EE. ENGINEERED HUMANS:  A STUDY IN TECHNOLOGY AND LITERATURE 

Paul Tjossem – Physics 
 

While the technology of genetic engineering holds high promise for enhancing human potential, using 
science to change the human body to attain personal or societal goals of “perfection” has long held an 
uneasy place in literature. This tutorial will combine novels (e.g. Frankenstein, Brave New World, He, 
She, and It) with readings from scientists such as Galton, Haldane and Gould, to examine the attempts 
to change the pace and alter the direction of human evolution. We will look at the scientific eugenics 
movements of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and follow this with the fledgling 
modern-day echo of appearance-altering surgery, gene therapy, and cloning. Discussion will focus on 
how, in both science and literature, human-altering technologies force us to confront the question of 
what it means to be human. 
 

FF. COMPUTING:  LIMITATIONS, DEVELOPMENTS, AND ETHICAL ISSUES 
Henry Walker – Computer Science 

 
With the many successful applications of computers to solve a wide range of problems, it is natural to 
wonder what lies ahead for this technology. This tutorial will review ideas behind several active areas 
within the field of computing, including applications in artificial intelligence (e.g., expert systems and 
neural networks), approaches to Web-based database systems (e.g., record-keeping applications and e-
commerce), and research in multi-processor computing (e.g., parallel algorithms and distributed 
systems). Each of these areas provides perspectives on problem-solving, and this tutorial will explore 
each of these perspectives in some detail. Artificial intelligence studies both how the human mind might 
function and approaches for solving problems often associated with intelligent decision making; Web-



based applications often integrate efficient data storage with understandable and easy-to-use interfaces 
within the context of data security and personal privacy; parallel algorithms involve problem-solving 
approaches which take advantage of multiple processors; and distributed computing utilizes networks of 
machines for the storage and processing of data. To complement the discussion of many successes of 
computing, the tutorial also will identify factors that limit how computers may be used. Results from the 
theory of computation show that some problems are inherently not solvable, while practical 
considerations restrict the nature of the solutions that may be found for other problems. Finally, the 
widespread use of computers in today's society raises questions of ethical behaviors and responsible 
use. Thus, the tutorial will consider principles and practices related to cyberethics. 
 

GG. CURIOUS CATS, DOMINANT DOGS, AND CONSCIENTIOUS CHIMPANZEES: IS THERE 
EVIDENCE FOR ANIMAL PERSONALITY? 
Laura Sinnett – Psychology 

 
What makes us who we are?  Are the same mechanisms at work in other species, including our closest 
genetic relatives and our favorite domestic pets?  Or, are conceptions of animal personality mere 
anthropomorphism?  Can knowledge about the animal bases and development of personality inform 
research about human personality?  This tutorial will examine conceptions of personality, including 
personality measurement, development, change, and the relation of personality to behaviors, both 
normal and pathological.  Although we may consider research involving animals from antelopes to zebus 
and ants to zebra fish, our focus will be first on human personality, and then on personality in cats, 
dogs, and chimpanzees. 

 
 

Last Revised: 08/15/2006 9:19 AM 
 



A. 
B. 
C. 
E. 
F. 
G. 

H. 
I. 
J. 
K. 
L. 
M. 
N. 
O. 
P. 
Q. 
R. 
S. 
T. 
U. 
V. 
W. 
X. 
Y. 
Z. 
AA. 
BB. 
CC. 
DD. 
FF. 
GG. 
HH. 
II. 

 
 

TUTORIAL SUMMARY SHEET 
2005-2006 
 

 

Art in Fiction  (Anger) 
The Search for Self in Fiction, Film and Song  (Barber) 
African American Autobiography  (Barlow) 
The Americas on October 11, 1492  (Campbell) 
Placing Ourselves: Landscape, Locale and Identity  (Delmenico) 
Stories, Story-Tellers, and Audiences: Giovanni Boccaccio’s Decameron and 
Marguerite of Navarre's Heptameron  (Dobbs) 
The Ways of Paradox  (Fennell) 
Secret Codes  (C. French) 
The Ring of the Nibelung  (E. Gaub) 
Language in Nonhuman Primates  (Gibson) 
Japanese Mythology  (Gilday) 
Family Tragedy in Literature  (Harrison) 
Community Organizing: Empowering People, Effecting Change  (C. Hunter) 
Freedom  (Kaiser) 
Manipulation or Subversion? Popular Culture in American Experience  (Ketter) 
The Language of Color: Practice and Perception in Art and Culture  (Kluber) 
Dear John: Restoring the Lost Art of the Letter  (Lobban-Viravong) 
Weird Music  (McIntyre) 
Humanities I: The Ancient Greek World  (Phillips) 
Fields of Genes  (Praitis) 
Victoria’s Secrets  (Prevost) 
Onerous Ownership? Intellectual Property in the 21st Century  (Rebelsky) 
Degradation and Development in Tropical Forests  (Roper) 
Dis Lit: Illness, Disability, and Contemporary Life Writing  (Savarese) 
Hollywood’s Radical Ideas  (Seiz) 
Zero and Infinity  (Shuman) 
Modern Iraqi Literature  (Simawe) 
Liberal Education and Critical Citizenship  (I. Strauber) 
The Illness Experience Across Cultures  (Tapias) 
Restoration of the Sistine Chapel Ceiling: Chemistry and Controversy  (Trimmer) 
Political Lives  (Trish) 
Man Talk, Woman Talk: Beyond Words  (Valentin) 
The Fairy Tale in 20th Century Russian Literature and Film: In Search of a Magical 
Kingdom  (Vishevsky) 
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TUTORIALS 
2005-2006 

 

 
A. 

B. 

C. 

ART IN FICTION 
Jenny Anger – Art 

 
In this tutorial we will read a collection of novels, plays, short stories, and poems that in one way or 
another thematize art. We will pay special attention to visual art as it appears in literature, but we will 
also consider the look, or sound, of literature and music in written texts. We will try to answer questions 
such as the following: To what ends does the author represent (in writing) art (visual art, literature, or 
music)? Does the writing elucidate the art, or does the art serve as a prop for the writing? Does the 
fiction provide any useful material for non-fiction, that is, historical or critical analysis of art, artists, or 
culture at large? Readings could range from Emile Zola's The Masterpiece, a 19th century naturalist novel 
that can be read as a telling, though distorting, historical fiction about the Impressionists, to a recent 
collection of short stories by A. S. Byatt, The Matisse Stories, which say nothing of Matisse the artist, 
but imagine how particular paintings by Matisse affect the lives of three different contemporary women 
(a beauty parlor customer, a maid, and a radical feminist college art student). 
 
THE SEARCH FOR SELF IN FICTION, FILM AND SONG 
Sigmund Barber – German 

 
“I am he as you are he as you are me and we are all together.” With this musical syllogism, John 
Lennon and Paul McCartney suggest an answer to the ageless question: who am I? A deceptively simple 
question, it is one that has occupied thinkers from the earliest of times to the present. What is involved 
in defining who we are? What elements, many beyond the individual’s control, play a role in establishing 
one’s identity? In this tutorial we shall examine how writers have posed these and other questions in 
exploring in their works the concept of self-identity. We’ll look at works from a wide range of writers, 
filmmakers and thinkers as diverse as Homer, Maxine Hong Kingston, Hermann Hesse, Kimberly Pierce 
and others. 
 
AFRICAN AMERICAN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
George Barlow – English 

 
From our nation’s beginnings to the present, historians, poets, politicians, and storytellers of all kinds 
have attempted to define and describe Americanness. Taken together, the speeches, documents, and 
various narratives suggest that to be an “American” is something beyond being a citizen of the United 
States. Individual citizens and groups have often felt compelled to claim their Americanness, to argue 
for and justify their symbolic identity against factors such as class, race, ethnicity, gender, religion, and 
region—categories which themselves change in meaning over time. This course will use nineteenth- and 
twentieth-century autobiographies and personal essays to explore African American attempts at self-
definition. We will begin with an examination of chattel slavery in America and two classic slave 
narratives, Frederick Douglass’s Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (1845) and Linda Brent’s 
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861). Works by Booker T. Washington, W.E.B. DuBois, Richard 
Wright, Malcolm X, Maya Angelou, and Henry Louis Gates, Jr. will be considered in the context of their 
respective literary periods. 

 



E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

THE AMERICAS ON OCTOBER 11, 1492 
David Campbell – Biology 

 
What was the New World like the day before Columbus landed? How did the Native Americans live? How 
had they transformed the landscapes of the Americas? Had they caused the extinction of any plants or 
animals? What crops and animals did they domesticate (including those that have since spread 
throughout the world, and those that have been forgotten)? How many Native Americans were there? 
And the most important question of all: how do we know these things? The past two decades have 
witnessed a restructuring of our understanding of the human ecology of the New World before 
Columbus—from Amazônia to the Great Plains. This tutorial will embrace landscape ecology, tropical 
forestry, archaeology, anthropology, agronomy, and population biology to explore these revolutionary 
new ideas (and the paradigms they replaced). 
  
PLACING OURSELVES: LANDSCAPE, LOCALE AND IDENTITY 
Lesley Delmenico – Theatre 

 
Drawing from the disciplines of anthropology, sociology, art history, and literature, this tutorial will 
explore issues concerning the effects of locality on identity creations. How is this process affected by 
landscapes, both natural and built? How do different groups of people use places differently? What 
makes space “sacred?” What creates “home” in a building or community? And how might these 
definitions differ for immigrants, exiles and tourists? During this course, students will explore a variety 
of ways of understanding locale, and will experience Grinnell and environs through such methods as 
participation in farm and prairie tours, visiting other towns, creating personal maps and conducting 
research into representations and varied constructions of society, place and belonging. 
 
STORIES, STORY-TELLERS, AND AUDIENCES: GIOVANNI BOCCACCIO’S DECAMERON AND 
MARGUERITE OF NAVARRE'S HEPTAMERON 
Elizabeth Dobbs – English 

 
 How is a story constructed? Using a model derived from linguistics and applied to narrative, we’ll 

consider this question as we read stories from Boccaccio’s Decameron and Marguerite of Navarre’s 
Heptameron. Both are framed collections of tales told by characters brought together by chance and 
circumstance. Boccaccio’s ten young nobles, fleeing the plague in fourteenth-century Florence, entertain 
themselves with daily story-telling, while Marguerite’s ten sixteenth-century French travelers, stranded 
at a monastery in the Pyrenees on their way home from a Spanish spa, decide to imitate the Decameron 
by taking turns at story-telling.  In both collections, the tale-telling is interspersed with lively discussion 
about the tales among the tellers and their audience. The members of this Tutorial will study the art of 
narrative by continuing that conversation. 

 
THE WAYS OF PARADOX 
John Fennell – Philosophy 

 
 A paradox can be characterized as an unacceptable conclusion reached by seemingly acceptable 

reasoning from seemingly acceptable premises. For example, most people understand that Zeno’s 
paradox, which concludes that motion is impossible, cannot be true, so appearances to the contrary 
something must be wrong either with the initial acceptability of the premises and/or the nature of the 
reasoning, or the supposed unacceptability of the conclusion. Yet, just what is the problem is difficult to 
detect. Historically paradoxes arise at moments of intellectual crisis and have occasioned deep 
revolutions in our thinking. Unlike mere ‘brainteasers’, they raise questions of serious philosophical 
import, pointing to fundamental limitations in the way we understand some area of inquiry, such as the 
nature of space and time, the possibility of human knowledge, or the rationality of our decision-making 
and action. We will investigate a selection of well-known paradoxes across these three subject areas 
with a view to uncovering the historical conditions of their emergence, exploring the cogency of various 
responses to them, and considering their implications for recent developments in these fields. The 
authors whose texts we will study are drawn from the history of philosophy and literature and include: 
Zeno, Russell, Hempel, Goodman, Nozick, Parfit, Borges, Conan Doyle. 

 



I. 

J. 

K. 

L. 

M. 

SECRET CODES 
Christopher French – Mathematics/Computer Science 

 
Cryptology is the study of the construction of codes (cryptography) as well as methods for breaking 
them (cryptanalysis). In this age of the Internet and of identity theft, the need for protecting 
information by encryption has become increasingly important and relevant to a broad segment of our 
society. But codes and ciphers have been used for centuries to protect information from falling into 
enemy hands. Thrones have been lost and empires have fallen because of inadequate encryption, while 
wars have been won by those who could crack the codes of their adversaries. In this tutorial, we will 
consider how codes have been used in history, study some particular codes and see how they have been 
broken, and learn some of the mathematical reasons why modern ones, when correctly implemented, 
can be so hard to crack. 

 
THE RING OF THE NIBELUNG 
Eugene Gaub – Music 

 
Richard Wagner’s cycle of four music dramas is a riveting adventure tale with roots in mythology, a 
history of the world itself, a demonstration of the corrupting effects of power and of redemption through 
love, an exploration of the subconscious mind; in short, the Ring tetralogy is the most ambitious piece 
of musical theater ever conceived.  Through a variety of approaches and interpretations we will explore 
the layers of meaning in the work, and examine aspects of Wagner himself that have made him the 
most controversial composer in history.  Music reading ability is not required. 

 
LANGUAGE IN NONHUMAN PRIMATES 
Janet Gibson – Psychology 

 
 We will explore issues and examine research on language competence in bonobos, chimpanzees, 

gorillas, and orangutans. Conversely, we will consider what the work with these great apes tells us 
about human language. 

 
JAPANESE MYTHOLOGY 
Edmund Gilday – Religious Studies 

 
 This tutorial is an exploration of the ancient Japanese world portrayed in mythic and legendary 

narratives of the early 8th century. Two texts in particular, the Kojiki (“Records of Ancient Matters”) and 
the Nihongi (“Chronicles of Japan”) have come down to us intact and will be the primary basis for our 
reflections. Depending on the interests of the class, historiographic writings from later periods may be 
considered in order to see the various ways these texts came to be interpreted in different historical 
circumstances. We will, finally, examine how some of these myths and legends continue to be 
remembered and retold through the performing arts even today. 

 
FAMILY TRAGEDY IN LITERATURE 
David Harrison – French 

 
According to Tolstoy, “All happy families resemble one another, each unhappy family is unhappy in its 
own way.”  In this Tutorial, we will focus on literary depictions of disastrous, dysfunctional, and 
dramatically aberrant families. Our goal, however, is not to determine what constitutes a good family 
(an impossible task), but rather to understand why these particularly tragic families create such 
compelling stories. We will analyze how literature uses family relations to explore vital notions such as 
justice, equality, women's and men's social roles, and race. We will attempt to isolate the different 
techniques that writers use to create character, suggest opposing points of view, and solicit reader 
sympathy. We will pay extremely close attention to the specific words used in the texts that we read, 
and the writing assignments will require careful and precise examination of the particular literary details 
of each work. Readings include Euripides' Medea, the Biblical story of David and Absalom, Truman 
Capote's crime thriller In Cold Blood, and Suzan-Lori Parks's Pulitzer-prize drama Topdog/Underdog.  

 



N. 

O. 

P. 

Q. 

R. 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZING: EMPOWERING PEOPLE, EFFECTING CHANGE 
Chris Hunter – Sociology 

 
“Organizing,” writes activist Si Kahn, “is people working together to get things done.” This tutorial 
examines community organizing—efforts by people working together to improve their neighborhoods, 
their communities, and their workplaces. We will focus our attention on the organizer and on the 
organizing effort itself, asking such questions as: Why do people become community organizers, union 
organizers, or social activists? How does their activism affect them?  What are the skills and roles of a 
good organizer? Since people have a lot of other things to do in their lives, how do effective organizers 
and leaders build organizations and get people to participate actively? What kinds of organizing are 
there? We will try to answer such questions by analyzing a wide range of material on organizing, 
including autobiographical writings, manuals for activists, case studies of organizing attempts, and 
documentary films. 

 
FREEDOM 
Daniel Kaiser – History 

 
Is freedom the “natural” condition of humankind, as some theorists maintain, or are humans instead 
subject to forces over which they can exercise little control? Indeed, do humans covet freedom at all, or 
do they, as Dostoevsky has the Grand Inquisitor say, prefer to exchange the possibilities of freedom for 
the security of happiness? From numerous perspectives, both classical and modern, this tutorial will 
examine freedom and its limitations. We will consider how dystopian fiction, religious discipline, slave 
narratives, Nazi culture, neuroscience, and molecular biology, among others, contribute to our 
understandings of freedom and its boundaries, and what these understandings mean for a liberally 
educated person.   

 
MANIPULATION OR SUBVERSION? POPULAR CULTURE IN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE 
Jean Ketter – Education 

 
 Who should have the power to define what is true, beautiful, or what it means to be fully human? Do 

omnipresent pop culture images and messages influence and even create our beliefs and desires, or 
does popular culture simply mirror our values? Does popular culture reflect the worst in human nature—
its prurience, greed, and superficiality—or does it reflect our ability to subvert and transcend the reality 
imposed on us by a dominant culture? Is popular culture a creation of subversive artists who speak for 
the people in their critique of the status quo, or do multinational corporations with billion-dollar 
advertising budgets manipulate artists’ desire for originality by encouraging artists to sell out? We will 
begin our discussion of these questions with an exploration of theories of culture and then, for the 
remainder of the semester, use multiple critical perspectives to analyze artifacts of popular culture. 
Participants will discuss their analyses of texts chosen from varied generic expressions of popular 
culture: film, music, written texts, visual arts, architecture, and multimedia productions.  

 
THE LANGUAGE OF COLOR: PRACTICE AND PERCEPTION IN ART AND CULTURE 
Matthew Kluber – Art 

 
Color both enriches and complicates our human experience and communications. We will examine color 
as light affected by the qualities of surfaces and the working of visual perceptions. We will also consider 
the evocative nature of color as a source for symbols and metaphors in Modern and Contemporary Art 
and Culture. 
 
DEAR JOHN: RESTORING THE LOST ART OF THE LETTER 
Heather Lobban-Viravong – English 

 
In this tutorial we will write and read letters while keeping in mind the important features of this specific 
genre. We will explore the use of letters in film, novels, and poetry, and consider such issues as voice 
and audience. As we contemplate the use of this dying art form, we will ask the following questions:  
How does the letter form vary across time and space? How does the writer portray his or her self in 
relation to specific events and relationships? In relation to a specific culture? How can we resolve the 
tension that results when a private form of expression is offered for public consumption?  

 



S. 

T. 

U. 

V. 

WEIRD MUSIC 
Eric McIntyre – Music 

 
 What is weird music? Who creates weird music, and why? Who listens to weird music, and why? In this 

course, we seek to understand music that has deviated dramatically from dominant trends and the 
people who compose and enjoy it. Through a series of listening, reading, and writing assignments we 
will examine a broad array of musical styles, eras, and artists from Carlo Gesualdo to John Zorn and 
Mike Patton, and a variety of topics, including definitions of music, the aesthetics of “weird,” and the 
cultural significance of weird music. Readings will include interviews with contemporary artists and 
articles by composers John Cage and Frank Zappa among others. Writing assignments will range from 
music reviews to discussions on the philosophy of weird music. Students will also collaborate on the 
creation of new weird musical events, including a “happening” and the composition of new scores. The 
ability to read traditional music is NOT necessary for this course.  

 
HUMANITIES I: THE ANCIENT GREEK WORLD 
Edward Phillips – Classics 

 
 Through close reading of selected works from the poetry, drama, history, and philosophy of  the ancient 

Greeks, this tutorial introduces students to works which became primary sources for “Western culture”; 
it thus provides an effective foundation for further study in the liberal arts. The course might be 
subtitled “Love, War, and the Human Character,” for these texts address issues that are at the heart of 
human experience and identity. We read and discuss Homer's Iliad and Odyssey, Sappho's lyrics, 
Aeschylus' Agamemnon, Sophocles' Oedipus the King, Euripides' Bacchae, Aristotle's Poetics, 
Thucydides' History of the Peloponnesian War, and Plato's Apology, Crito, and Symposium. While this 
tutorial will be especially useful to students who wish to study literature (it functions, for example, as a 
prerequisite for certain courses in English, Classics, and Theatre), the excitement and challenge of 
studying these classic texts should offer a fine beginning for any student of the liberal arts. 

 
FIELDS OF GENES 
Vida Praitis – Biology and Biological Chemistry 

 
Grinnell, Iowa is surrounded by miles of corn and soybean fields. All of these food crop plants have been 
genetically modified by centuries of selection for specific traits that humans find desirable, such as 
higher sugar content and pest resistance. Over the last 50 years, advances in molecular biology have 
given us the technology to directly manipulate single genes in these important plant crops. Is this 
technology safe? We will explore the history of genetic modification in food crops, the science behind 
genetically modified organisms, the ecological impact of genetic modification and agriculture, 
alternatives to conventional farming practices, and the business and economics of agriculture in Iowa. 
The course will include readings of scientific and popular literature and discussions with local food 
producers. 

 
VICTORIA’S SECRETS 
Elizabeth Prevost – History 

 
Queen Victoria both defined and defied the age which bears her name. The Victorian period was a time 
when both women and monarchs were prevented from exercising significant political influence, but the 
almost universal celebration of Victoria’s public and private persona suggests a more complicated story 
of female power and authority. This tutorial will examine the formation of nineteenth-century identity 
and culture around Victoria’s image as queen, empress, public servant, Protestant, wife, mother, and 
British citizen. The iconography surrounding Victoria herself will serve as a starting point for a wider 
exploration of how Victorians within and outside Britain understood women’s role in the social order, 
how Victorian women made sense of a rapidly changing world, and how various individuals and groups 
transgressed the rigid boundaries of respectable womanhood. We will also consider how twentieth-
century cultural representations of the Victorian period and its figurehead have invoked and critiqued 
nineteenth-century conceptions of gender. 
 



W. 

X. 

Y. 

Z. 

AA. 

ONEROUS OWNERSHIP? INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY IN THE 21st CENTURY 
Samuel Rebelsky – Mathematics/Computer Science 

 
In recent years, the concept of “owning ideas” has moved from an area primarily of interest to a few 
scholars and lawyers to a central issue in many national and international debates, particularly as it 
applies to genetics and to computers and the Internet. For example: Can someone own life (or patterns 
of life)? What rights does the purchaser of a computer program or digital audio file have? Who owns an 
analysis or synthesis of a native remedy? How does the notion of “fair use” apply to biological and digital 
materials? In this tutorial, we will explore the main forms of Intellectual Property law—primarily 
copyright and patent, with some detours into trademark and trade secret—in the context of a number of 
current cases and controversies in genetics, computers, and the Internet. 

 
DEGRADATION AND DEVELOPMENT IN TROPICAL FORESTS 
J. Montgomery Roper – Anthropology 

 
 What’s happening to the world’s tropical forests? Why are they disappearing, why should we care, and 

what can be done about it? In this course, we will take an interdisciplinary examination of deforestation 
and development in tropical forests, focusing on Latin America and particularly on the Amazon basin. We 
will examine the social and ecological value of tropical forests, the various stakeholders in tropical 
forests and the relations between them, and how these actors relate to the causes and consequences of 
unsustainable development. Finally, we will explore the costs and benefits for people living in and 
around these areas of a variety of alternative development options. 

 
DIS LIT: ILLNESS, DISABILITY, AND CONTEMPORARY LIFE WRITING 
Ralph Savarese – English 

 
In honor of the fifteen-year anniversary of the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act), we will spend the 
semester reading memoirs by disabled writers. Possible course selections include Nancy Mairs’s Waist-
High in the World, John Hockenberry’s Moving Violations, Susanna Kaysen’s Girl Interrupted, Kay 
Jameson’s An Unquiet Mind, Kenny Fries’s Body, Remember, Reynolds Price’s A Whole New Life, 
Stephen Kuusisto’s Planet of the Blind, Rod Michalko’s The Mystery of the Eye and the Shadow of 
Blindness, Temple Grandin’s Thinking in Pictures, and Donna Williams’s Nobody Nowhere. We will 
investigate the peculiar genre of life writing, paying close attention to issues of voice and identity and 
remembering always that any act of self-representation is always much more complicated (and less 
immediate) than it may appear. At the same time, we will soberly master a set of concrete skills: writing 
arguments, doing research, learning proper citational procedures, giving individual and group 
presentations, engaging critically with course materials and other participants. The course should be of 
interest to anyone concerned with issues of normalcy, diversity, body image, civil rights, and plain-old 
engaging narrative.  
 
HOLLYWOOD’S RADICAL IDEAS 
Janet Seiz – Economics 

  
“America is the land of freedom and opportunity, where hard-working individuals make their dreams 
come true.” “America is a society obsessed with money, ruled by the rich for the rich, riddled with 
injustice.” Many different “messages” may be found in American films, which both reflect and influence 
public perceptions. This course will examine portrayals of capitalism in a number of important American 
films from the 1930s to the 1990s. To better understand how movies “work,” we will learn about basic 
filmmaking techniques. We will also read about the history of the film industry, looking at the 
complicated interrelations of art, technology, moneymaking, and government. In the last two weeks of 
the semester, students will give oral presentations on their research papers. 

 
ZERO AND INFINITY 
Karen Shuman – Mathematics/Computer Science 

 
This tutorial will explore two fundamental notions of mathematics: zero and infinity. For millennia, 
mathematicians and theologians, philosophers and physicists have grappled with these strangely linked 
ideas. The paradoxes of zero and infinity have produced awe, fear, and denial; some who have studied 
zero and infinity have been ridiculed, jailed, and institutionalized. Our tour from zero to infinity will take 
us from ancient times to the present, acquainting us with great thinkers along the way: Zeno, Aristotle, 
Galileo, Newton, Cantor, and Russell. 

 



BB. 
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DD. 

FF. 

GG. 

MODERN IRAQI LITERATURE 
Saadi Simawe – English 

 
 In this tutorial, students will read, discuss, present critical reports, and write short papers on selected 

modern Iraqi literary texts such as fiction, poetry, essay, and drama. We will begin with a general 
overview of the Iraqi literary tradition and its cultural context highlighting especially the major themes, 
techniques, and styles. The complexity of the Iraqi ethnic and religious map requires a careful selection, 
within the limited English translation, of authors and texts among Arab, Kurdish, Turcoman, on the one 
hand and Muslim, Christian, Jewish on he other. In our discussion of the literary text, we will consider 
themes of war and violence, the West and colonialism, Communism, Islam, and women. In terms of 
literary techniques and styles, we will discuss the traditional Iraqi literary and esthetic values in their 
interaction with the impact of Western modernism.  

 
LIBERAL EDUCATION AND CRITICAL CITIZENSHIP 
Ira Strauber – Political Science 

 
The Grinnell College Mission Statement provides “that knowledge is a good to be pursued for its own 
sake and for the intellectual, moral, and physical well-being of individuals and of society at large.” This 
tutorial will study historical and conceptual materials on the subject of the liberal arts as the pursuit of 
knowledge, as well as materials regarding the idea of “critical citizenship,” in order to gain some 
perspective on what it means to pursue a liberal arts education at Grinnell College.   
 
THE ILLNESS EXPERIENCE ACROSS CULTURES 
Maria Tapias – Anthropology 

 
 Understandings of the body, risk, healing and the very experience of health and illness are shaped by 

the social, cultural, political and historical contexts in which people live. In this tutorial we will examine 
the spectacular diversity that exists in how illnesses, disabilities and life events such as childbirth are 
experienced and interpreted across cultures. We will explore how the spread of Western biomedicine has 
impacted local perceptions of health and practices of healing and will examine how western medicine 
itself is a cultural system. Particular attention will be paid to health-provider/patient interactions and the 
potential misunderstandings and barriers to communication that can arise when both parties work from 
different systems of meaning.   

 
RESTORATION OF THE SISTINE CHAPEL CEILING:  CHEMISTRY AND CONTROVERSY 
Elizabeth Trimmer – Chemistry 

 
 Michelangelo’s frescoes on the Sistine Chapel ceiling depict the Book of Genesis in nine vibrant panels. 

The frescoes were unveiled on November 1, 1512; however, centuries of smoke, incense, and grime 
from papal services in the chapel darkened and clouded the great work. In 1981, the Vatican began a 
multi-million dollar cleaning and restoration of the ceiling panels. Completed in 1990, the restoration 
returned the frescoes to their original brilliant colors. Some art historians, however, have vociferously 
argued that the Vatican conservators ruined the frescoes. In this tutorial, we will first explore the 
historical and religious significance of the ceiling frescoes painted by Michelangelo. We will then focus on 
how the frescoes were created chemically and how the restorers used their chemical understanding to 
clean and restore them. We will try to understand the controversy behind the restoration and strive to 
answer the question of whether the restoration was done properly. 

 
POLITICAL LIVES 
Barbara Trish – Political Science 

 
All people have political dimensions to their lives. For some their “political lives” are overt and are seen 
clearly in the activities that mark the conduct of their days and their years. For others a political life is 
present most vividly in its apparent absence; structuring a life that is, on the surface, void of politics is 
itself a political decision. In this tutorial we will consider political lives, focusing on those who have overt 
ones, but shying away from elites, whose lives we know most about. Instead, we will look at what 
influences and structures the political lives of those we might consider average people. We will read 
accounts from essays and memoirs and let scholarly ideas frame our exploration.    
 



HH. 

II. 

MAN TALK, WOMAN TALK: BEYOND WORDS 
Carmen Valentin – Spanish 

 
This tutorial is an approach to gender-differentiated language. Students will have the opportunity to 
explore the causes of the use of language by men and women and how this difference in speaking 
patterns may affect communication between the sexes. In addition, we will reflect on how both gender 
and discourse together must be taken into consideration as we think of identity, connection and power 
at different life-stages (e.g. adolescence) or within domains of interaction (e.g. family, workplace). The 
course will not address issues of sexism in language. 
 
THE FAIRY TALE IN 20TH CENTURY RUSSIAN LITERATURE AND FILM: IN SEARCH OF A 
MAGICAL KINGDOM 
Anatoly Vishevsky – Russian 

 
Fairy tales have always reflected people’s dreams and hopes for a better tomorrow. The Russian path to 
this better life is perilous and hard; it is inhabited by such terrible creatures as Koshchei the Deathless, 
Baba Yaga (a witch), and Zmei Gorynych (a serpent). It is in the battle with these and other monsters 
that the folk heroes Ivan Tsarevich and Ivan the Fool win their kingdoms and their fair brides. A number 
of writers saw the Soviet Union—the system that was created by the communists in 1917—as one of 
these fairy-tale monsters, and the common person as a fairy-tale hero. Indeed, fairy tale and fantasy 
created a metaphor for a heroic struggle against the system. Writers also concealed their criticism of 
the evil system behind familiar and timeless images and characters, through an Aesopian language 
saying the obvious, yet implying the hidden. With the decline and eventual fall of the Soviet Union, 
there came a time of turmoil and unrest. Today, though in a different way, writers continue to employ 
fairy tale and fantasy as a means of searching for answers for the future in the never-ending story of 
the fantastic land of Russia. We will read and discuss a number of Russian fairy tales, and then follow 
our familiar heroes through the pages of Soviet and post-Soviet Russian prose and the silver screen. 
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TUTORIAL SUMMARY SHEET 
2004-2005 
 

 

Decline and Renewal in the Heartland  (Andelson) 
Stealing Home, Killing Time: A Cultural Study of Baseball  (Andrews) 
Latin American Cultural Icons and Community Building  (Benoist) 
The Times They Were A-Changin’  (Cadmus) 
Frankenstein: Gender, Technology, and the Sociological Imagination   
(S. Ferguson) 
Working Lives  (W. Ferguson) 
Color, Culture and Class  (Gibel Azoulay) 
The Double-Edged Helix: Promises and Pitfalls of Applied Human Genetics  
(Gregg-Jolly) 
The Coming Anarchy?  (Grey) 
The Worth of Water  (P. Jacobson) 
Ghost Stories  (Kapila) 
The Comedies of Aristophanes  (Lalonde) 
Place and Space: Our Interactions with Three Dimensions  (Levandoski) 
The Limits of Introspection  (Lopatto) 
Representing Adolescent Identities  (Lycke) 
Narrative and Identity  (Meehan) 
New European Identities in Film and Literature  (Moisan) 
Shakespeare’s History  (Ed Moore) 
Eye Mind Image Culture: An Interdisciplinary Study of the Culture of Seeing 
(Pergl) 
American Memorials and the Politics of Memory  (Purcell) 
The Self, the Other, and Higher Education  (D. Reynolds) 
Genealogies  (Rietz) 
On Love  (Roberts Skerrett) 
Soundtracks and Scores: Music in American Cinema  (Russell) 
Capitalism Goes to the Movies  (Seiz) 
Equality and Inequality  (Silva) 
Beasts and Beauties: Monstrosity and Romance in Literature and Film   
(Simpson) 
Emotion and Cognition  (Sinnett) 
Humanities I: The Ancient Greek World  (P. Smith) 
Painting Modernity  (S. Strauber) 
Computing: Limitations and Promising Developments  (H. Walker) 
Just and Unjust Wars  (Willis) 
Icelandic Sagas  (Wolf) 
The Sistine Chapel  (Chasson) 
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TUTORIALS 
2004-2005 

 

 
A. 

B. 

C. 

DECLINE AND RENEWAL IN THE HEARTLAND 
Jonathan Andelson – Anthropology 

 
The arrival of European Americans in the Upper Midwest in the middle of the nineteenth century led to 
dramatic changes in the region’s ecology. In the space of 50 years settlers plowed under millions of 
acres of the native tallgrass prairie and replaced it with a diversified agricultural ecosystem on what 
proved to be some of the best farmland in the world. The Upper Midwest soon became known for its 
highly productive small family farms.  Beginning in the 1930s and accelerating after World War II, major 
technological and organizational changes in agriculture enlarged productivity even more, but at 
significant environmental costs, and increasingly at the expense of the family farms and small towns 
around which residents of the region had based their way of life. Critics charge that midwestern 
agriculture has caused unacceptable rates of soil erosion and become too chemical-intensive, too 
specialized, too dependent on fossil fuel for both the production and long-distance transportation of 
food, and, in a variety of ways, unhealthy. There has also been a shift toward larger and fewer farms, 
and crop and livestock production has become increasingly controlled by a handful of large corporations. 
Traditional family farms and traditional small towns and small town economies are being replaced by 
corporate farms, suburban sprawl, McDonalds, and Wal-Mart. After briefly examining the history of 
these changes, this tutorial will focus on the current efforts of many people to reverse these trends in 
environmental quality, agriculture, and community life in the Upper Midwest. Farm activists, community 
organizers, prairie enthusiasts, proponents of local food systems, artists, and people with no particular 
label are engaged in a wide variety of activities that converge around the goal of renewing the natural 
and cultural life of the Heartland. Class readings will be supplemented with field trips to local farms and 
prairie preserves. Students in this tutorial will also be expected to volunteer a minimum of six hours 
during the semester in some community or environmental service organization, an experience that will 
be incorporated into one of the paper assignments. 
 
STEALING HOME, KILLING TIME: A CULTURAL STUDY OF BASEBALL 
Steve Andrews – English 

 
Baseball is the only major professionalized team sport that doesn’t limit its duration with a clock. No 
other major sport presumes perfection, and a single game could go on forever.  Listen to the chatter it 
produces, the rhetorical terms whereby it passes into stats: a walk, a hit and run, a sacrifice, and the 
next thing you know someone’s stealing home; or, pitched from a different angle, someone’s bragging 
about getting to third-base, or wanting to play political hardball, or three strikes, you’re out, says the 
Judge. And that’s the focus of this course: we’ll confront the timelessness of baseball with our nation’s 
own history, a history whose stats as much tell a tale of violent exclusion of some groups as it does of 
pastoral regeneration for a chosen group. We’ll race baseball, sex baseball, and even criminalize 
baseball in analytic counterpoint to the sentimentality that seems to permeate so many aesthetic 
treatments of the game. If you drove here from another state, you might have noticed that Iowa sells 
itself with the motto “Fields of Opportunity” (think “dreams”). As we read and watch recent baseball 
novels and movies, you will have many opportunities to build arguments within the protocols of 
academic discourse ranging from classroom discussion to short papers to oral presentations. Whether 
this will, in fact, be heaven, is up to you. 

 
LATIN AMERICAN CULTURAL ICONS AND COMMUNITY BUILDING 
Valerie Benoist – Spanish 

 
We will explore how some Latin American cultural icons, such as Eva Perón, Che Guevara, Emiliano 
Zapata, and the Virgin of Guadalupe, were constructed and redefined through time. We will pay 
particular attention to how these icons have been appropriated by political, gender, and religious 
discourses to form new communities in Latin America and the United States. The tutorial will study these 
issues through a combination of scholarly texts such as novels, essays, documentaries, and films. It is 
intended for students of all backgrounds. No knowledge of Spanish is necessary. 











J. SCIENCE WRITING 
Charles Cunningham – Physics 
 
In the last half century, U.S. science research has proceeded according to a social contract.  We (the 
public) fund science by paying taxes and buying products.  Scientists, in turn, do research to improve 
our understanding of the natural world and to enable the creation of new products as a public service.  
Science writing plays a central role in fulfilling this social contract.  Scientists must communicate their 
research results in writing, both to their peers and us.  We must critically read about scientific research 
so we can make informed choices in our lives.  Science writing, in its various forms, is the focus of this 
tutorial.  We shall closely read books and newspaper articles written to inform the general public both 
about the nature of science and about recent scientific discoveries.  Likely topics include mad cow 
disease in Britain, the asteroid impact that killed the dinosaurs, global warming, and the nature of 
matter and the universe.  We shall also examine a few select documents written for peer scientists.  In 
class, we shall discuss each document's scientific content and rhetorical techniques, consider its function 
and audience, and analyze its effectiveness and accuracy.  No special scientific background is needed for 
this course--I will provide whatever scientific interpretation and context may be required. 
 

K. PLACING OURSELVES: LANDSCAPE, LOCALE AND IDENTITY 
Lesley Delmenico – Theatre 
 
Drawing from the disciplines of anthropology, sociology, art history, fiction and drama, this tutorial will 
explore issues of the creation of identity.  How are we affected by landscapes, both natural and built?  
How do different groups of people use place differently?  What makes space “sacred?” What creates 
“home” in a building or community? And how might these definitions differ for immigrants, exiles and 
tourists?  During this course, students will explore a variety of representations of locale, and will 
experience Grinnell and environs by participating in farm tours, visiting a prairie, creating personal maps 
and conducting interviews that engage others in questions about home and belonging. 
 

L. WE ARE WHAT WE EAT: FOOD, CULTURE, AND IDENTITY IN LITERATURE AND FILM 
Jin Feng – Chinese & Japanese 

 
In this tutorial we will examine the cultural and political significance of food in literature and film. We 
will focus on the way national cultures and personal identities are described and defined through 
narratives of the preparation, consumption, and appreciation of food in twentieth-century Chinese and 
Chinese American literature and film. Additionally, the course will integrate samples from other cultures 
and periods as points of comparison. Extracurricular activities, such as a restaurant visit, will also be 
included to facilitate our understanding and analysis of the culture of food. 

 
M. AMERICANS IN PARIS: THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS 

Jan Gross – French  
 
For centuries, Americans have responded to the irresistible allure of Paris. From statesmen (Ben 
Franklin, Thomas Jefferson), African-American musicians, writers and performers (James Baldwin, 
Langston Hughes, Josephine Baker, Sidney Bechet), writers (Mark Twain, Ernest Hemingway, Henry 
Miller, Gertrude Stein), avant-garde artists, gastronomes (Julia Child, M.F.K. Fisher), cyclists (Lance 
Armstrong), to waves of college students and tourists, Americans have crossed the Atlantic much like 
pilgrims in search of a promised land. Through literary readings, films, memoirs, essays and cultural 
analyses, we will examine the myths and realities associated with the Franco-American encounter and 
consider the myriad of ways that the City of Light has influenced and been influenced by its American 
voyagers. As a gateway to self-discovery and self-expression, an international meeting place for 
revolutionary movements and free thinkers, and a refuge from racial and political barriers, Paris has 
been many things to many different Americans. In addition to an overview of the broader American 
experience, we will pay special attention to issues of race and ethnicity as applied to the African 
American in Paris and the role of Black Paris as a crossroads to the larger French-speaking world. 
 




